
New officers for the Ohio Turfgrass Foundation for 1973 are: (l-r) Paul Mechling, 
Sylvania Country Club, Sylvania, Ohio, second vice president; Paul Morgan, Browns 
Run Country Club, Middletown, Ohio, president; Ron Smith, Bowling Green State 
University, first vice president; and Glenn Hudson, Walnut Hills Country Club, 
Columbus, Ohio, treasurer. Dr. Robert Miller remains as executive secretary. 

The eye of the " O " on the big Toro 
Company sign focuses on the attention 
getting equipment in the display. Dele-
gates saw the latest in equipment de-
signed to make the job easier. 

Oh io Turfgrass Bonanza 
111 ORE THAN a thousand superin-

tendents, sod growers and indus-
try men gathered in Columbus, Ohio 
in mid-December for the biggest 
and most elaborate Ohio Turfgrass 
Conference and Show yet. The pre-
Christmas event suggested strongly 
that commercial turfgrass produc-
tion in Ohio rates competitively 
with agriculture and other big busi-
ness. This year's meeting probably 
generated more interest from those 
outside the turfgrass field than ever 
before. 

Theme for the sixth annual expo 
was "Grass in the Art of Living." 
An effort was made this year to pro-
vide something for everyone. Dur-
ing the first day, speakers concen-
trated their remarks on Grasses And 
Their Uses. Dr. C. Reed Funk, Rut-
gers University, New Brunswick, 
N.J., spoke on New Grass Varieties 
while Merle H. Niehaus, Ohio Agri-
cultural Research and Development 
Center, Wooster, Ohio told conferees 
about Blends and Mixtures of Turf-
grasses. 

Additionally, Dale Kern, Seed 
Technology, Inc., Marysville, Ohio 
outlined the steps taken in the pur-
chase of grass seed. Dr. Robert W. 
Miller, Ohio State University, tied 
all of the remarks together in a pre-
sentation of Grass Use in Relation to 
Management. 

The f o l l o w i n g m o r n i n g B o b 
O'Brien, immediate past president 
of OTF, chaired a session on Safe-
ty and Personnel Management. In-
cluded in this session was a speech 
by James A. Napolene, Compliance 

(continued on page 28) 

Two scholarships were presented by 
OTF president, Gene Probasco, (I) to 
students from Clark Technical College. 
They are Beth Pohl and Henry Chafin 
(not present). 

Robert Gieringer, Gieringer Mfg. Co., 
Milwaukee, Wise, demonstrates the ease 
of handling of the Sod-Cropper, a ma-
chine used to roll sod. 

The OTF Man of the Year Award went to two persons this year. Malcolm McLaren 
(I) and Col in Smith (r) are the first to receive dual recognition for their outstanding 
contributions. Gene Probasco, OTF president (c) made the presentation. 



The Ohio Turfgrass Foundation student 
leadership award was presented to Col. 
Gale Love (Ret.). Here, Dr. Robert 
Miller, Ohio State University, (I) pre-
sents the plaque to Colonel and Mrs. 
Love. 

cides are rated in parts per million 
concentration. Generally, one part 
per million is the equivalent of 2.7 
pounds of active ingredient per acre 
foot. 

In the session for landscape con-
tractors and home lawn mainte-
nance personnel, Dr. Robert W. Mil-
ler said that a soil test is the first 
step of a fertility program. A soil 
test can determine what nutrients 
are needed. Then fertilizer can be 
added to correct the deficiency, he 
said. 

Miller said that many of our turf-
grass areas are excavated areas. Fill 
dirt has been brought in. Often this 
dirt is nothing more than subsoil. 
A majority of the time subsoil mate-
rials are low in phosphorus but usu-
ally high in potassium. Thus, it is 
necessary to add phosphorus to the 
soil to raise the level of fertility. The 
agronomist pointed out that it takes 
10 pounds of P205 to raise a soil test 
value one pound. He recommended 
that phosphorus should be worked 
into the top six inches of soil. 

Dr. Miller said that a typical start-
er fertilizer would be 23 pounds per 
thousand square feet of 15-20-10 or 
equivalent worked into the top two 
inches. 

Lee Record, USGA, Chicago, 111. 
quickly zeroed in on the pros and 
cons of a golf course irrigation sys-
tem. "Two questions are always 
raised," he said. "The golfer wants 
to know why the water system is 
on every time he wants to play golf. 
And the superintendent wants to 
know why he can't water when he 
wants to. The problem is communi-
cation—the least understood word 
between the superintendent and the 
member." 

Record said that the manual irri-
gation system in the past didn't 

(continued on page 32) 

Each year the Ohio Turfgrass Foundation grants scholarships to students at Ohio 
State University studying turfgrass science. This year's winners are: (l-r) Will iam 
Job, Nevin Vandergrift, John Zimmerman, Mark Yoder, Clifton Pohling, and 
Robert Harper. Gene Probasco, 1972 OTF president (r) makes the presentation. 

OHIO TURFGRASS BONANZA 
(from page 26) 

Officer, OSHA, who pointed out that 
the golf superintendent is not ex-
empt from the rules and regulations 
of the Occupational Safety and 
Health Act. More inspections will 
be made of facilities this year, he 
said, and it is in the interest of each 
superintendent to keep the necessary 
safety records up to date. 

The Ohio Sod Producers Associa-
tion held their second annual meet-
ing during the Conference and Show. 
Featured speaker for the business 
luncheon was James A. Sample, edi-
tor, WEEDS TREES AND TURF 
Magazine. He told members that 
sod producers must become ambas-
sadors of the Green Industry. 
"Growth of sod in this commercial 
turfgrass industry has been phenom-
enal. Single family dwellings, mo-
bile home communities, shopping 
centers, malls—all are demanding 
sod for instant beautification," Sam-
ple said. "It is time we as an indus-
try stand up and be recognized for 
the accomplishments we have made. 
Sod is basic. And turfgrass is sec-
ond only to the necessities of life." 
The editor said that more consumer 
oriented articles in consumer media 
are needed to tell the story of the 
Green Industry. 

New officers for the Ohio Sod Pro-
ducers Association are: Chet Augs-
purger, Cincinnati Turfgrass Nurs-
sery, president; Don Figurella, Bes-
turf Sod Farm, North Canton, vice 
president; Woodrow Wilson, East-
side Nurseries, Canal Winchester, 
treasurer, and Dr. Robert W. Mil-
ler, secretary. 

The last day of the session of-
fered a "cafeteria approach" to turf-
grass production to delegates. Four 

sessions were conducted simultan-
eously. 

There are five kinds of weeds that 
can be present in a water storage 
facility. Dr. A. J. Turgeon, depart-
ment of horticulture, University of 
Illinois, told an audience of superin-
tendents. Above surface, submerged, 
floating, free floating (not attached) 
and algae all have a marked affect 
on storage water. He said that care 
must be taken in applying aquatic 
herbicides or algaecides to control 
these weeds. 

"We must remember that this wa-
ter will be used to irrigate turf-
grass," he cautioned. "Water con-
taining too much of a herbicide may 
injure or destroy turfgrass plant-
ings." 

He said that many aquatic herbi-

Four men were awarded the OTF Pro-
fessional Excellence Award. They are: 
(l-r) Paul Mechling, Sylvania Country 
Club; Dick Craig, Camango Country 
Club; John Fitzgerald, Century Toro 
Distributors, Inc.; and Dalton Dean, 
Clark Technical College. 



Officers of the Ohio Sod Growers Assoc. are: (l-r) Woodrow Wilson, Eastside 
Nurseries, Inc., Canal Winchester, treasurer; Cecil Collings, Green Valley Turf Farm, 
Canfield, director; Paul Florence, Millcreek Sod Farm, Marysville, director; Jack 
Schiller, Haywood, Inc., Oak Harbor, director; Don Figurella, Best Turf Sod Farm, 
North Canton, vice president; Chet Augspurger, Cincinnati Turfgrass Nursery, Inc., 
president; and John R. Kramer, Kramer & Sons, Westlake, immediate past presi-
dent. Dr. Robert Miller, remains as secretary. 
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present many problems for the su-
perintendent. The night man usually 
knew when to turn cn or off the 

water and this seldom interfered 
with the golfer. 

"With the automatic irrigation 
system, the responsibility is placed 
on the superintendent," he said. 
The manager travels the entire 
course every day. He must think 

of irrigation in terms of the needs 
of the turfgrass as well as the 
member. He must be careful of 
the use of water, when it is applied 
and how it is applied." 

The Golf Association executive 
concluded his remarks by saying 
that no one can tell the superin-
tendent how to apply water to the 
course. His advice was "Give the 
plant what it wants but not too 
much and give the member when he 
wants but not too much." 

An annual highlight of the Con-
ference was a reception by Lake-
shore Equipment and Supply Co., 
Cleveland, followed by the Ohio 
Turfgrass Foundation banquet. 

Many awards were presented dur-
ing the banquet. The Ohio Turfgrass 
Foundation Professional Excellence 
Award went to Paul Mechling, Syl-
vania Country Club, Sylvania; Rich-
ard Craig, Camargo Club, Cincin-
nati; John Fitzgerald, Century Toro 
Distributors, Inc., Toledo and in-
cinnati. Gale Love, a retired Army 
colonel was presented the OTF Stu-
dent Leadership Award. Ohio State 
University scholarships were award-
ed to William Job, Nevin Vander-
grift, John Zimmerman, Mark Yo-

(continued on page 41) 

BECK'S BIG ROLL SOD HARVESTING AND LAYING 
SYSTEM . . . For Progressive Sod Growers 

Harvest, load, and lay sod FAST, without manual lifting or handling. 
Let tractors do the hard work. Hand stacking and laying of sod is 
obsolete. Increases sales by cutting time and cost of installation. 
Stretches sod 3 % to 5 % , leaves lawns smoother, with fewer seams 
and joints. Disposable cardboard tubes are lighter and cheaper than 
pallets, permit easy loading, as many as 3 rolls at a time, with any 
fork lift, laying with any tractor. 

No need to change over completely. Switch from Big Rolls to your 
present system in 5 minutes or less. This simple, rugged system can 
be had for as little as $100/month. 

For more information, write: 
BECK M A N U F A C T U R I N G C O M P A N Y 
P.O. Box 752 * Auburn, A l a b a m a 36830 
Tel. (205) 887-3730 MANUFACTURING CO. 

mm 
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der, Clifton Pohling, and Robert 
Harper. Additionally, Clark Techni-
cal College awarded scholarships to 
Beth Pohl and Henry Chafin. 

Scholarships awarded by the Golf 
Course Superintendents Association 
of America went to Steve Scott, 
Steve Early and Robert Cochran. 

For the first time in OTF history, 
the Man of the Year award was 
presented to two individuals. Mal-
colm McLaren and Colin Smith were 
joint recipients of this honor. 

New officers for 1973 are: Paul 
Morgan, Browns Run Country Club, 

Robert V. Mitchell, president, G C S A A , 
(r) presents association scholarships to 
Steve Scott and Steve Ear ly of Ohio 
State University. Robert Cochran (not 
present) a lso received a scholarship. 

Middletown, Ohio, president; Ron 
Smith, Bowling Green State Univer-
sity, first vice president; Paul Mech-
ling, Sylvania Country Club, Syl-
vania, Ohio, second vice president; 
and Glenn Hudson, Walnut Hills 
Country Club, Columbus, Ohio, 
treasurer. 

Trustees are: John Fitzgerald, 
Century Toro Distributors, Inc., To-
ledo and Cincinnati; John Laake, 
Crest Hills Country Club, Cincin-
nati; Lou Greco, Squaw Creek 
Country Club, Vienna, Ohio; Bill 
King, Great Oaks Joint Vocational 
Schools, Cincinnati; Don Collins, 
Upper Landsdowne Golf Links, 
Ashville, Ohio; Bill Eble, Ohio Toro, 
Cleveland; Jim Seigfried, Losanti-
ville Country Club, Cincinnati; and, 
Fred Buscher, area extension agent, 
horticulture, Ohio cooperative ex-
tension service. • 

Everything 
you need for 

/ complete arborist service. \ 
American Arborist offers a full line of famous quality \ 
tools, supplies and equipment for tree care. Names you 
know— Bashlin , Asplundh, Corona, Buckingham 
and hundreds more. Most items in stock for immediate 
shipment. Depend on the first name in arborist 
suppl ies—American. 

WRITE FOR CATALOG AND PRICE LIST TODAY 

DEPT. A, CONCORD INDUSTRIAL PARK 
CONCORDVILLE, PA. 19331 . 
PHONE: 215-459-1447 

For More Details Circle (115) on Reply Card 

CONTROLLED WEATHER 
For Better Turf 

The prime concern of any golf 
course superintendent should be 
keeping the course in a state of 
full season excellence. To insure 
that condition your equipment 
must be reliable and uncompli-
cated. Moody equipment is just 
that! Our practical, down-to-earth 
approach to building the right 
system to fit your needs will 
make your work easier and hap-
pier. From Central Programmers 
to Automatic Controllers to Auto-
matic Valves to Impact Heads, 
Moody equipment is designed to 
perform, built to last. 

MOODY 

P ^—-N- s 

Trainmaster Send for our '73 
TT ® Catalog ' ' ' 7 7 ^ 

MOODY SPRINKLER CO., INC. 
5449 N. Peck Road / P.O. Box 240 / Arcadia, Calif. 91006 213/443-9488 


