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Rigid Field Burning Standards 
Set For Idaho Seed Producers 

S m o k e bi l lowing across some of 
Idaho 's f ie lds have, because of a 
pol lut ion prob lem, caught t h e eye of 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p ro tec t ion officials . 

And, unless the p rob l em is solved, 
a g rowing and re la t ive ly n e w Idaho 
ag r i cu l tu ra l i ndus t ry is l ikely to 
su f fe r . Univers i ty of Idaho r e s e a r c h -
ers in t he College of Agr i cu l t u r e a r e 
seeking answer s to the p rob lem. 

T h e i ndus t ry is b luegrass and 
o the r l a w n - t y p e grasses g r o w n for 
seed. P rac t i ca l ly all t he Idaho p r o -
duct ion is in t h e s ta te ' s n o r t h e r n 
panhand le . L a t a h Coun ty product ion , 
a l though re la t ive ly small , con t r ibu tes 
to t h e va lue of t h e indus t ry , es t i -
m a t e d at abou t $12 mil l ion annua l l y 
in Idaho. 

The reason e n v i r o n m e n t a l p ro t ec -
t ion off ic ials a r e concerned is t h a t 
g rowers b u r n off f ie lds fo l lowing a 
seed crop ha rves t and the b u r n i n g 
f r e q u e n t l y crea tes a i r pol lut ion. 

Grass seed p roducers have been 
coopera t ing w i t h Idaho air pol lu t ion 
off icials to hold down the pol lu t ion 
caused by b u r n i n g grass f ields. 
B u r n i n g of grass f ie lds is t imed by 
t h e U.S. W e a t h e r B u r e a u to coincide 
w i t h t h e most f avo rab l e condi t ions 
in o rde r to min imize t h e p rob l em in 
local communi t ies . 

However , since t h e r e somet imes is 
a p roblem, Idaho pol lut ion cont ro l 
officials, in coopera t ion w i t h grass 
growers , have developed schedules 
concern ing grass seed f ield bu rn ing . 
The schedules comply w i th t he 1970 
A m e n d m e n t s to the Nat iona l Clean 
Ai r Act . 

The schedules a re : 
—by May 1974, a s tudy shal l be 

conducted to show feas ibi l i ty of 
s t r a w r e m o v a l p r io r to bu rn ing , on 
lower ing smoke emissions. 

—by 1975, open f ie ld b u r n i n g wi l l 
be p roh ib i ted a f t e r f i r s t yea r p r o d u c -
tion, if a l t e rna t ives a re avai lable . 

— b u r n i n g f ie ld grasses shal l b e 
p roh ib i t ed a f t e r t h e 1974 harves t . 
Th is does not app ly to tur f grasses. 

—grass f ie lds scheduled fo r t e a r 
out wi l l not be b u r n e d a f t e r 1975. 

—by December 1976, a s tudy wi l l 
be conducted to d e t e r m i n e a l t e r n a -
t ive m e a n s of disease and p roduc t ion 
cont ro l to e l imina te b u r n i n g of tur f 
grasses. 

— a l t e r n a t e me thods to f ie ld b u r n -
ing shal l be used as soon as t h e y a r e 
avai lable . 

Dr . Ronald Ensign, UI p lan t sc ien-
tist, is head ing u p resea rch to f ind 
w a y s to mee t grass seed p roduc t ion 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l r equ i r emen t s . UI col-
leagues w o r k i n g w i t h h im a r e Drs . 
A. A. Boe and Clayton Oslund, p lan t 
physiologists, and Dr. R ichard 
Naskali , biologist. 

Ens ign said b u r n i n g has fo r yea r s 
been an economical m e a n s of r e m o v -
ing p lan t res idues fo l lowing grass 
seed harves t . U n d e r good conditions, 
a 100-acre f ie ld can be "c leaned" in 
an hour or two. 

Also, research has shown b u r n i n g 
t h e pos t -ha rves t res idue s t imula tes 
seed p roduc t ion t h e fo l lowing year . 
In fact , m a n y turf grass var ie t ies wi l l 
not p roduce m u c h seed if f ie lds a r e 
not bu rned , Ens ign said. 

B u r n i n g is a good cont ro l m e a s u r e 
fo r some weeds. It also enables 
p lan t s to m a k e be t t e r use of fe r t i l i z -
ers; pa r t of t h e n u t r i e n t s need not be 
used to b r e a k d o w n old p lan t m a -
ter ia l . Univers i ty r e sea rch has prov-
en t h a t b u r n i n g des t roys insects and 
some disease organisms. 

These a r e among reasons p r o d u c -
ers credi t t h e b u r n i n g prac t ice w i t h 
he lp ing m a i n t a i n good seed yields 
and keeping s tands s t rong fo r seven 
to e ight years . 

Ens ign said College of Agr i cu l tu re 
resea rch objec t ives a re to: 

— e v a l u a t e e f fec ts of var ious b u r n 
and m a n a g e m e n t t r e a t m e n t s on 
g rowth and deve lopmen t of b lue -
grass p lants . 

—study m e th o d s of res idue dis-
posal o the r t h a n b u r n i n g and assess 
the i r e f fec ts on air pol lut ion. 

— e x a m i n e tu r f grass var ie t ies to 
d e t e r m i n e the i r abi l i ty to p roduce 
w i thou t ex tens ive bu rn ing . 

—coopera te w i t h seed p roducers 
and pol lut ion contro l agencies to 
he lp cont ro l pol lu t ion u n d e r eco-
nomic seed produc t ion pract ices. 

Ens ign said a series of f ie ld plots 
has been es tabl ished represen t ing 
b luegrass a reas in n o r t h e r n Idaho. 
Abou t 10 or 15 tur f var ie t ies common 
to t h e Nor thwes t a r e to be s tudied 
for g r o w t h hab i t s u n d e r var ious con-
di t ions and cu l tu ra l pract ices. 

B u i l d - u p of cer ta in disease and in -
sect popula t ions and the i r e f fec ts on 
seed p roduc t ion wil l also be s tudied. 

It m a y be t ha t n e w var ie t ies migh t 
have to be developed to mee t e n -
v i r o n m e n t a l s t anda rds and at t h e 
s ame t ime enab le the grass seed in -
d u s t r y to su rv ive and grow, Ensign 
s ta ted . 

Idaho produc t ion f igures f o r Mer -
ion K e n t u c k y b luegrass seed over a 
span of yea r s i l lus t ra tes g r o w t h of 
t h e indus t ry . Acres p l an t ed in suc-
cessive yea r s f r o m 1954 t h r o u g h 1970 
w e r e 600, 700, 950, 1,100, 1,000, 1,300, 
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1,600, 1,900, 2,100, 2,000, 2,200, 3,000, 
4,00, 6,300, 5,700, 5,700 a n d 5,500. 

In addit ion, t h e s t a t e boas ts 25,000 
acres of o the r p r o p r i e t a r y and com-
mon grasses. 
ch i tec tura l commi t t ee decided t h a t 
Fy lk ing was t h e va r i e ty mos t l ike ly 
to p lease an e s t ima ted f i ve mil l ion 
visitors. 

Ave rage c leaned seed yields 
ranged f r o m a low of 145 pounds pe r 
acre in 1955 to a h igh of 345 in 1962 
and 1967. T h e ave rage f r o m 1954 
t h r o u g h 1970 was 260 pounds pe r 
acre. 

Economic impact of t he b luegrass 
seed indus t ry in Idaho is i l lus t ra ted 
by a n n u a l sales of only Mer ion K e n -
tucky b luegrass seed ha rves t ed in 
Idaho f r o m 1954 t h r o u g h 1970. 

Those f igures a re : $158,000, $194,-
000, $358,000, $194,000, $269,000, 
$492,000, $401,000, $360,000, $380,-
000, $468,000, $704,000, $733,000, 
$561,000, $870,000, $740,000, $1,017,-
000, and $1,544,000. 

Idaho Crop and Lives tock R e p o r t -
ing Service f igures show Idaho, 
Oregon and Wash ing ton p roduced 
about 90 per cent of t he 47 mil l ion 
pounds of b luegrass seed g r o w n in 
the Uni ted S ta tes in 1972. 

Idaho, w i t h 6,076 acres u n d e r 
cert i f icat ion, was the la rges t Mer ion 
p roducer in 1972. Enough seed w a s 
g r o w n in t he s ta te to p l an t over 
200,000 ave rage size lawns. 

Ensign pointed out t h e f igu res 
quoted a re only fo r Merion, only one 
of t he m a n y var ie t ies and s t ra ins of 
cool season, l awn t y p e grasses g r o w n 
in the Gem state . Cl imat ic condi t ions 
in the n o r t h Idaho a rea a r e ideal fo r 
g r o w t h of these grasses. 

Expo '74 Committee Selects 
Fylking 0217 Official Grass 

0217 b r a n d F y l k i n g K e n t u c k y 
b luegrass has been selected as t he 
off icial grass to be p lan ted t h rough -
out the 100-acre site of Expo '74, t he 
only World ' s Fa i r on the env i ron-
ment , it was announced today. 

The f i r s t choice of Expo '74 land-
scape architects , Fy lk ing K e n t u c k y 
b luegrass wil l be used to h igh l igh t 
and enhance acres of t rees , sh rubs 
and f lower ga rdens in a b e a u t i f u l 
n a t u r a l se t t ing on the banks of t he 
Spokane River in Spokane , Wash-
ington. 

In ca r ry ing out t he t h e m e fo r 
Expo '74, "Ce lebra t ing Tomor row ' s 
F resh New E n v i r o n m e n t , " t he a r -
ch i tec tura l commi t t ee w a s the va-
r ie ty most l ikely to p lease an esti-
ma ted f ive mil l ion visitors. 

D u r i n g m o r e t h a n a decade of in-
tens ive tes t ing in the Uni ted States , 
Canada and abroad, Fy lk ing Ken -
tucky b luegrass has p roven its abil i-
ty to t h r ive u n d e r adverse condi t ions 
and heavy t r a f f i c , ye t ma in t a in un-
excelled color and appearance . 

Fy lk ing produces a f iner , denser 
turf t h a n most grasses according to 
Doyle Jack l in . I t is one of the most 
energe t ic oxygen p roduce r s avai l-
able. It r equ i r e s l i t t le care and 
resists d rought , disease and weed in-
f i l t ra t ions. Fy lk ing also receives h igh 
m a r k s f r o m env i ronmen ta l i s t s be-
cause of its abi l i ty to f lour i sh w i th 
the appl ica t ion of l i t t le or no weed 
or disease contro l chemicals , he said. 

Expo '74 vis i tors wil l be able to 
see l awns of Fy lk ing K e n t u c k y b lue-
grass, as wel l as fore ign and domes-
tic pavi l ions and exh ib i t s on the 
env i ronmen t , f r o m May t h r o u g h 
October , 1974. 

Drawdown Technique Holds 
Promise In Lake Weed Control 

As the d e m a n d fo r wa t e r -o r i en t -
ed rec rea t ion cont inues to grow, 
l ake weeds a re p rov ing to be an 
ever - inc reas ing p rob lem in our 
lakes. T h e In l and L a k e Demons t r a -
t ion Pro jec t , a jo in t v e n t u r e be-
t w e e n the Un ive r s i t y of Wisconsin-
Extens ion and t h e Wisconsin De-
p a r t m e n t of N a t u r a l Resources, s tud-
ied the use of o v e r w i n t e r d r a w d o w n 
(pa r t i a l d ra in ing) to contro l l ake 
weeds in t w o f lowages in no r thwes t -
e r n Wisconsin. 

Dr . S. A. Nichols, Aqua t i c Biolo-
gist w i t h t h e Pro jec t , r epo r t ed a 
s ingle d r a w d o w n d u r i n g the w i n t e r 
of 1971-72 w a s v e r y e f f ec t ive a t con-
t ro l l ing Robins pondweed , a n d to a 
lesser e x t e n t w a t e r l i l l ies in t he 
M o n d e a u x Flowage . T h e single 
d r a w d o w n e l imina ted app rox ima te ly 
50% of t h e p r o b l e m vege ta t ion w i th 
n o d i rec t costs involved. 

T h e Ch ippewa F lowage w a s used 
to s tudy the long- t e rm ef fec t s of 
d r a w d o w n . T h e F lowage has been 
d r a w n d o w n annua l l y f o r 50 years . 
This s t u d y ident i f ied g roups of 
p lan t s wh ich could and could not be 
cont ro l led by d r a w d o w n . 

N a t u r a l lakes, un l ike impound-
ments , a r e not so read i ly m a n a g e -
able. However , Nichols indicates 
t h a t even some n a t u r a l lakes can be 
d ra ined , us ing h igh capac i ty pumps , 
to achieve w e e d control . Bu t he 
caut ions t h a t t he resu l t ing costs 
wou ld be m u c h h ighe r and t h e en-
v i r o n m e n t a l impac ts m u s t be care-
f u l l y assessed. 

A Moody Valve 
is not a thing of beauty 

(although some would say it is!). 

It's designed and built to be a func-
tional, durable unit that assures the 
reliable and efficient operation of 
your sprinkler system. 

Moody valves are available in both 
electric and hydraulic models, IPS 
sizes from 3/A" to 3". All feature 
Class 150 1st quality red brass ingot 
construction; flow control adjustment 
with positive shut off; diaphragm of 
one piece molded construction with 
integral "O" ring seal reinforced with 
600 lb. test fabric; stainless steel 
sand resistant plunger; protective 
diaphragm brass plates; self-cleaning 
dome nut strainer; manual bleed cock 
for manual operation of valve and air 
relief. 

Whether your grounds maintenance 
problems are golf course size, park 
size or commercial, industrial, resi-
dential areas—you'll find that Moody 
equipment will provide the ways to 
cut those problems down to size. 

Send for our '73 catalog. 
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