
Crabgrass Protection From The Sky 
SU P E R I N T E N D E N T , Roger 

Schmitt , was on the phone for 
the second t ime in a morning that 
was still only 5:45 a.m. "old." 

In the dark hours of the night, he 
had made a critical management 
decision. His Crawford Country 
Club must get the services of a heli-
copter. Not in a few days, but im-
mediately, he nodded. If his course 
was to survive the onslaught of the 
poorest spring on record in mid-
America, something had to be done. 

It was raining in Robinson, Illi-
nois, and had been for weeks. The 
swollen Wabash River, just a few 
miles to the east, was feeding an 
already flooded Mississippi, at test ing 
to the water-soaked problems fac-
ing mid-west golf super intendents 
this year . 

For Scnmitt , the constant ra in had 
prevented him f rom getting equip-
ment out on the course. His spring 
weed control program, normally 
initiated weeks before this day of 
Apri l 26th, had scarcely been star t-
ed. Moreover, the course had a his-
tory of severe crabgrass problems. 
Fa i rways were drenched with water , 
and greens and trees were super 
soaked. Jus t t ry pulling a t ractor out 
on the course and it would mire 

down in the soft ground. 
Increasing the pressure on Schmitt 

was the PGA Shrine-Robinson Open 
Golf Classic slated for Crawford 
County CC on Ju ly 9th. With this 
event little more than two months 
away, he couldn' t chance a crabgrass 
infestation. 

On the other end of the phone line 
was the Ueding Flying Service, 
about 30 miles away in Vincennes, 
Indiana. Schmitt wanted them to ap-
ply Dacthal W-75 herbicide to his 
fa i rways by helicopter. Ueding had 
applied Dacthal by air before so 
they knew there would be no prob-
lem with the chemical; however, 
there w a s a problem with the 
weather . 

Yesterday, it had rained hard and 
they couldn't f ly. This morning, 
high winds were adding to tne f ly-
ing problem. 

"What about t h i s a f te rnoon?" 
pleaded Schmitt . 

"It 's just about impossible," re-
sponded the voice on the other end. 
"It looks like Sunday will be the 
f irs t available day." 

Sunday, Apri l 29, c a m e and 
Schmitt 's anxiety increased. There 
were already defini te signs of crab-
grass germinat ion and a few more 

days of delay could make it too late 
for preemergent control. 

Another call to Ueding assured 
Schmit t that a chopper would be 
there to s tar t spraying the Dacthal 
by noon. 

"Once J im Decker landed the heli-
copter, I was sure everything would 
go well," recalled Schmitt . They 
were using a Bell 47D1 with a sim-
plex low profi le spray system. The 
boom was a toe mounted 18 ft . boom 
covering a spray pa t te rn of 35 to 40 
ft . The nozzles were 10S and 40S 
wi th a total of 40 nozzles on the 
boom. The Dacthal was applied at 
a ra te of 16 lbs. per acre using 16 
gallons of wate r per acre. 

"I used Dacthal because I know it 
gives excellent control," reported 
Schmitt . "We've used it on this 
course for the last four years and 
changed the looks f rom 50 percent 
crabgrass to about 10 percent ." 

MANAGEMENT SUCCESS 
All that is history now. It only 

took about an hour and a half spray 
all the fa i rways with Dacthal. And, 
aside f rom problems brought on by 
a continuing wet spring, the course 
w a s in excellent condition by 

(continued on page 76) 



PROTECT 
TURF FROM 
NEMATODES 

Now it's easy to control 
nematodes that destroy roots, 
cause unexplained spotting, 
stand reduction of fine turf. 

Simple, labor-saving 
control: merely broadcast 
•DASANIT nematicide, then 
water-in. One application 
lasts all season. 

RESPONSEability 
to you and nature 

Division of Baychem Corporation 
Box 4913, Kansas City, Missouri 64120 

73107-2 

For M o r e D e t a i l s C i rc le ( 1 1 5 ) o n Rep ly C a r d 

New Toro Distributor 
Located in Nashville, Tenn. 

Cent ra l Sou th Turf Dis t r ibutors , 
Inc., a new, independen t f r anch i sed 
d i s t r ibu tor for the f u l l Toro l ine of 
powered e q u i p m e n t fo r l awn and 
turf m a i n t e n a n c e and i r r igat ion, wi l l 
be es tabl ished in the Nashvil le , 

CRABGRASS PROTECTION 
(from page 22) 
t o u r n a m e n t t ime. 

Schmi t t w e n t into a high ma in -
t enance p r o g r a m two weeks be fo re 
the t o u r n a m e n t . "We norma l ly m o w 
the f a i r w a y s once a day, at a he ight 
of iy 4 inch," he said. "As the 
t ou rney approaches , w e cut twice 
a day at a cut of % of an inch." 

T h e greens w e r e also u n d e r spe-
cial care. Dur ing th is same period, 
a top-dress ing p r o g r a m was ini t ia ted 
wi th a 1:1:1 ra t io of peat , soil and 
sand. It t akes app rox ima te ly 50 
ya rds of ma te r i a l to top-dress all the 
greens. 

As Schmi t t exp la ined it, "Once 
the greens a re top-dressed, w e m o w 
at n o r m a l he ights fo r a week—th i s 
gives us t ime to get t he g reens 
c leaned up. We then s ta r t mowing 
at t he t o u r n a m e n t he ight of 3/16 
inch twice a day. 

"Sp ray ing the Dac tha l by heli-
copter was def in i te ly m o r e expen-
sive t han pu t t ing it on t h r o u g h a 
g round sp rayer . " 

"But w e had no o the r choice. I t 
was e i ther the chopper or t he c rab-
grass. However , w i th as m u c h ra in 
as w e had, I would neve r have been 
able to apply the ma te r i a l in t ime by 

Chopper quickly sprays this course with 
Dacthal to prevent germination of 
crabgrass. Rate of application was 16 
pounds per acre. 

any o ther method. It was a l i fesaver 
and I'll use it again w h e n e v e r the 
condi t ions mer i t , " he concludes. • 

Tenn . a rea this month . The f i r m 
wi l l se rve t he m a r k e t i n g a rea of 
Ken tucky , cen t ra l Tennessee and 
sou the rn Ind iana . 

S tephen C. Asbury , p res iden t of 
the n e w f i rm, will m a k e his head-
q u a r t e r s in a n e w bui ld ing (2837 
Logan S t ree t ) in Nashvi l le tha t has 
14,000 squa re fee t of space avai lable 
for offices, service facili t ies, a depot 
for pa r t s and i r r igat ion supplies, as 

wel l as for a fu l l inven to ry of Toro 
machines and all ied lines. Asbury 
said his company wil l also establ ish 
a d is t r ibut ion out le t in Louisville. 

According to David T. McLaugh-
lin, p res iden t of The Toro Company, 
of Minneapol is , the new dis t r ibutor -
ship encompasses a t e r r i to ry fo rmer -
ly se rved by th ree separa te d is t r ibu-
tors : The Bill Voorhees Company, 
of Nashvi l le (consumer products 
on ly ) ; Ernes t Hardison Seed Com-
pany , also of Nashvi l le ( for turf and 
i r r iga t ion p roduc t s ) ; and Bun ton 
Seed Company, of Louisvi l le ( turf 
and i r r igat ion p roduc t s ) . 

Asbury , who is 32, comes f r o m 
Toro h e a d q u a r t e r s in Minneapol is 
w h e r e he has been gove rnmen t sales 
and p roduc t m a n a g e r for the turf 
p roduc ts division. He joined the 
company in 19b5 as dis tr ict m a r k e t -
ing r ep resen ta t ive on the east coast 
and had since held increasingly re-
sponsible posts. 

He is a na t ive of St. Paul , Minn., 
and a g r a d u a t e of Nor thwes t e rn 
Univers i ty w h e r e he received a 
bachelor of science degree in busi-
ness admin i s t r a t ion in 1963. The 
fo l lowing yea r he a t t ended the Uni-
vers i ty of Minnesota w h e r e he did 
g r a d u a t e w o r k in marke t ing . 

A s b u r y is m a r r i e d to the f o r m e r 
B a r b a r a E. Scott, of Chicago. 


