
Assistant lake manager, Don Danyko, 
(I, top) inspects application rig. He and 
lake manager, Bert Dell, selected Cas-
oron for treatment. 

The placid waters of this man-made lake provides a continuing source of rec-
reation for the residents of Westlake Vil lage. Prior to treatment, land owners 
fought sago pondweed, hollyleaf naiad and other aquatic weeds in order to use 
the water for recreation. Now water is clear and useful by the community. 

Chemical First Aid 
For California Community 

V y E S T L A K E VILLAGE is a pri-
" vate community set in the 

Santa Monica mountains, jus t off 
the Los Angeles, Ventura f r eeway 
and about a 40 minute dr ive f r o m 
Los Angeles. It is a high-income, 
multimill ion dollar development of 
spacious homes, townhouses, and 
apar tments , wi th lavish malls and 
plazas, shops and res taurants , club-
house, and marina . 

West lake community life is whol-
ly centered around a 150 acre man-
made lake, with over seven miles of 
wa te rways and shoreline that in-
clude sailing, swimming, f ishing and 
other recreat ional activities. 

Ear ly in the development of West-
lake, lake management recognized 
the urgent need to preserve the 
beauty and usefulness of the lake. 
It was necessary to establish a lake 
maintenance program that would in-
clude the control of aquatic weed 
growth and algae along its shores. 

A nuisance and a blight, these vege-
tation pests combine to br ing disease 
and imbalance to the lake ecosys-
tem, to say nothing of immediate 
and vocal response f rom lake shore 
proper ty owners with a substantial 
investment in the lake community . 

Even wi th a well-planned main-
tenance program, problem weeds 
such as sago pondweed, leafy pond-
weed and hollyleaf naiad were ruin-
ing the appearance of the lakef ront 
development. In addition, the weed 
growth in ter fer red wi th small boat 
t raff ic . 

For help wi th this problem, lake 
management tu rned to the Univer-
sity of California. Universi ty per-
sonnel had been working for several 
years on the problem of aquatic 
weed growth in non-f lowing wate r 
such as lakes, ponds and recreation-
al waters , and had documented tests 
wi th several chemical compounds 
recommended for this use. 

Init ially several d i f ferent types of 
aquatic herbicides were tested with 
little or no success; however, one of 
the most effect ive compounds that 
had been used in these series of tests 
was Casoron dichlobenil, a pre-
emergent herbicide. 

Dr. Lowell Jo rdan directs the uni-
versity 's herbicide involvement at 
the Westlake project . He and other 
universi ty personnel cooperated in 
setting up a program for aquatic 
weed control using Casoron in t reat-
ments s tar t ing in J a n u a r y 1972. 

They t reated the area at a ra te of 
100 lbs. of Casoron G-10 granules 
per surface acre. The mater ia l was 
applied to a l ternate strips of shore-
line, leaving unt rea ted strips to pro-
vide feed for fish and other lake 
l i feform. This not only helped main-
tain the lake's ecosystem, but also 
provided check strips to determine 
degree of control by the compound. 

(continued on page 80) 



Talk About Stump Removal And 
You Automatically Think Vermeer 
. . . because every one of The Diggin' Dutchman's seven 
patented Stump Cutter models is automatic. Each unit saves 
you thousands of dollars every year, because one man can 
remove the largest stump in minutes. Out-performs, out-
maneuvers, out-lasts a whole crew of laborers . . . because it 
operates on a tankful of gas, not a handful of expensive pay-
checks. Chews 'em out with a hydraulically-controlled, high-
speed cutting wheel . . . faster, easier, cleaner. Write The 
Diggin' Dutchman for information or, better yet, call him 
(515/628-3141) NOW for a FREE demonstration of any Stump 
Cutter model. Vermeer Manufacturing Company, 7208 New 
Sharon Road, Pella, Iowa 50219. 

THE DIGGIN' 
DUTCHMAN 
VERMEER TREE EQUIPMENT DIVISION 

For More Details Circle (121) on Reply Card 

630 Stump Cutter . . . 30 hp model. Model 10 Stump Cutter . . . 37 hp unit. 

1580 Stump Cutter . . .65 hp unit. 2460A Stump Cutter . . .65 hp unit. 

End result of the treattment for aquatic weeds is shown above. Residents can now 
use lake without entangling motors and fishing lines in aquatic vegetation. To 
date over $60,000 has been spent in managing the lake and achieving a long 
range, biological balance throughout the lake's ecosystem. 

CHEMICAL FIRST AID 
(from page 16) 

A H e r d g r a n u l a r appl icator , 
m o u n t e d on t he deck of an ou tboard 
powered Boston wha le r , w a s used 
fo r appl ica t ion of Casoron G-10 
granules . 

Match ing the boat speed to t he 
appl icat ion r a t e resu l ted in a uni-
f o r m g ranu le d is t r ibut ion p a t t e r n on 
w a t e r surface , g ranu les rap id ly s ink-
ing to bo t tom wi th m i n i m u m dislo-
cation. T h e Casoron g ranu l e has ex-
cel lent s inking qual i t ies and, w h e n 
appl ied on the sur face , m a k e s t h e 
same even p a t t e r n on t he l ake bot -
tom. 

As a resul t of Casoron 's excel lent 
p e r f o r m a n c e in 1972, t r e a t m e n t s 
w e r e m a d e again at Wes t lake in 
F e b r u a r y of th is yea r u n d e r t he 
same appl icat ion rates , me thods and 
condit ions. Dr . J o r d a n , of t h e Uni-
v e r s i t y of Cal i fornia , w h o has 
w o r k e d closely w i th the lake p ro jec t 
f r o m its beginning, r epor t s t h a t t h e 
p roduc t does a ve ry sa t i s fac tory job 
in aqua t ic weed control in the l ake 
pro jec t . H e bel ieves t h a t it is p rob-
ably t he best p roduc t cu r r en t l y 
ava i lab le fo r th is purpose . 

Ber t Dell, l ake manage r , w h o has 
w o r k e d w i t h the Univers i ty of 
Cal i forn ia and T h o m p s o n - H a y w a r d 
Chemica l C o m p a n y personnel , and 
w h o m o r e t h a n anyone else is re-
sponsible fo r s t a r t ing the projec t , is 
sat isf ied wi th Casoron and feels tha t 
it has done an excel lent job in lake 
weed control w i thou t d i s tu rb ing the 
ecological ba lance of the lake sys-
tem. 

"Casoron wi l l be used in a con-
t inu ing p r o g r a m of cont ro l as long 

as it p e r f o r m s sa t is fac tor i ly in t he 
l ake m a i n t e n a n c e p ro g ram , " says 
Dell. 

To da t e over $60,000 has been 
spent in m a n a g i n g the lake ma in -
t enance p r o g r a m a imed at achieving 
a long range, biological ba lance 
t h roughou t t he lake ' s ecosystem. 
Wes t l ake res idents a re he lped to an 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of this p r o g r a m , 
t h r o u g h the i r c o m m u n i t y news-
paper . 

They a re told about t h e capabi l i -
t ies and l imi ta t ions of chemica l com-

pounds, r ecommended applicat ion 
procedures , e f fec t of chemicals on 
aquat ic l i fe forms, and p roper safe-
gua rds to insure safe and ef fec t ive 
use of chemicals in aqua t ic weed 
contro l p rograms . 

This cont inu ing in fo rmat iona l pro-
gram, deta i l ing the progress of t he 
aqua t ic weed control p ro jec t in the 
lake, has resu l ted in a common 
sense acceptance by the Wes t lake 
res idents of t he necessi ty fo r such a 
chemica l aquat ic weed control pro-
g r a m in t he lake. • 


