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117HEN it comes to jobs in the 
"Green Industry ," few present 

such a diverse challenge as that of a 
golf course superintendent . Consider, 
for example, the experience of M. S. 
"Denny" Dennison, who moved into 
this slot last summer at the 4-year -
old Pines Country Club in Morgan-
town, West Virginia, a f t e r 13 years 
as super intendent at another club. 

In his f i rs t year at Pines, Denny 
faced a ful l measure of management 
problems, involving people, weather , 
budgets, equipment, supplies, and 
schedules . . . as well as the constant 
pressure of famil iar turf diseases 
and the f r iendly supervision of a 
greens committee and more than 250 
avid golfers. 

Denny Dennison, of course, is only 
one of more than 10,000 super -
intendents who have the responsi-
bility of maintaining U. S. golf 
courses in top condition th rough 
most or all of the year. Ci rcum-
stances vary. It 's unlikely that any 
two super intendents manage their 

Turf records are vital tool in maintaining fairways, greens and tees. Dennison's 
clipboard (above left) is in steady use as a planning tool. (Above) He also spends 
much time in his office. As president of Allegheny Mountain Superintendents 
Assoc., he keeps up to date on the latest in the turfgrass industry. 

jobs the same way. Still a close look 
at Denny and his work at Pines show 
why a golf course super in tendent 
must know not only a great deal 
about turf , but also a good deal about 
the role of a diplomat, detective, 
labor expert , f inancial planner, and 
maintenance or construction co-
ordinator. 

There are some unusual aspects to 
the Pines course. It has bluegrass 
fa i rways (and Penncross creeping 
bentgrass tees and greens) . It is buil t 
on top of an abandoned coal mine, 
and last summer, a 40-foot shaf t 
suddenly and unexpectedly opened 
up on the 18th fa i rway. The club 
provides living quar te rs on the 
course for the super intendent . This is 
convenient, but it also adds some to 
the 24-hour-a-day aspect of a super -
intendent 's job — nocturnal p i l fer -
ing of flags, for instance, can be 
bet ter controlled when all you have 
to do is step out of your door to see 
the action underway. 

Correction of mine-shaf t holes on 

the fa i rway obviously involves more 
engineering — locust poles, a con-
crete cap, and seeding of new top 
soil took care of the 18th hole fa i r -
way problem in 1972. But bluegrass 
on a 6,592 yard course means some 
special turf maintenance headaches, 
including in t ruding annual blue-
grass, incipient leafspot and over-
abundant seed heads. All in all, a 
man like Denny Dennison has found 
it useful to do a lot of looking and 
listening, as he has carried on with a 
disease control and turf protectant 
program already underway when he 
arr ived at Pines Country Club. 

West Virginia wea ther is variable. 
While year round the t empera tu re 
on the Pines course in Morgantown 
is 2 to 4 degrees cooler than in 
Clarksburg, where Denny spent a 
number of years, the rain and hu-
midity pa t terns are similar. These 
help to set the stage and the need for 
disease prevent ion in a typical sea-
son. 

Leafspot, which thrives in cool, 



New Ideas To Upgrade Maintenance At Pine Country Club 

Course maintenance includes regular equipment checks. Here, 
Dennison inspects sprayer for proper operation. His staff in-
cludes a full-time mechanic, but he makes a personal point 
of keeping equipment in top condition. He also welcomes 
company representatives to the course to review technical 

aspects of products. (Above right( Craig Monroe of Du Pont (I) 
inspects a green with Dennison. Good management is the 
interaction of many individual programs all working in 
harmony. 

damp conditions, has been the main 
turf problem on the Pines Course. 
To overcome it, Denny has continued 
periodic t rea tments with Tersan 
LSR. In 1972, his crew made f ive 
fa i rway applications at intervals of 
about three weeks. These repeti t ive 
t rea tments kept disease under con-
trol — and at a relat ively modest 
cost in materials. 

Dollarspot was more than a th rea t 
in 1972. It hit twice on several f a i r -
ways and it came practically over -
night! But Denny was ready and 
sprayed Tersan 1991 quickly, the re -
by containing the problem. The fa i r -
ways came back. 

Disease problems on greens and 
tees are being handled at Pines by 
regular applications of Tersan LSR 
in the spring, Tersan 1991 in the 
summer, and Tersan S P in the fal l to 
stop snow mold. Denny Dennison 
believes in s tar t ing his spray p ro-
gram right a f te r the first mowing. 
With bluegrass fairways, he expects 

leafspot problems. Yet, by s tar t ing 
his p rogram early and staying with 
it, he avoids disaster. 

Management of the Pines' turf dis-
ease problems is paralleled by 
Denny's management of the rest of 
his job. Altogether, he operates on a 
maintenance budget which is about 
average for course maintenance at 
U.S. golf clubs, but the f igure is up 
substant ial ly over a decade ago as 
golfers have set higher s tandards for 
their courses. 

Denny f igures tha t 50 percent or 
more of his budget goes for labor, 
perhaps 15 to 20 percent for turf 
chemicals including fertilizer, fung i -
cides, herbicides and insecticides; 10 
percent for top soil, top dressing and 
seed, and the balance for miscellane-
ous i tems and supplies such as p i l fe r -
ed flags and poles. 

Denny and his 9 -man summer 
crew (he has 2 men year round) 
work with an impresive a r ray of 
tractors, mowers, t rucks and miscel-
laneous equipment , which represents 

an investment of something well 
over $50,000. 

One of their most product ive tools 
is their 100-gallon Hudson sprayer 
mounted on a turf t ruckster . With a 
16-foot f ixed boom, the sprayer ap -
plies 50 gallons per acre, and in just 
about three hours all the greens and 
tees on the course can be sprayed. It 
takes a fu l l e ight -hour day to cover 
the 40 acres of fa i rways wi th a turf 
protectant spray such as Tersan LSR 
or Tersan 1991. 

People are another potential prob-
lem for the golf course super in-
tendent . Denny has built his 9 -man 
crew mostly through local recru i t -
ing. On an hourly basis his labor 
costs are nearly double wha t they 
were 10 years ago at another club. 
He tries to compensate for this in-
crease by greater use of modern 
equipment, improved t ra ining of his 
men, and consideration for other 
possible solutions in the f u t u r e — in-

(continued on page 64) 
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Economical, effective 
®DYRENE broad-spectrum 
fungicide controls: leafspot, 
leaf blight, copper spot, stem 
rust, dollar spot, brown 
patch, snow mold (Typhula). 

Mixes easily with water; 
non-corrosive; dyed green to 
blend with nature. 

RESPONSEability 
^ ^ to you and nature 

Division of Baychem Corporation 
Box 4913. Kansas City. Missouri 64120 

73107-5 

For More Details Circle (113) on Reply Card 

TURF MANAGEMENT 
(jrom page 15) 

eluding t he h i r ing of w o m e n as 
m e m b e r s of his m a i n t e n a n c e crew. 

Work ass ignments a re m a d e on the 
basis of k n o w - h o w , skill, and course 
needs. One m a n handles m a j o r m e -
chanica l ma in tenance , t hough all t he 
m e n a re expected to keep the i r t r a c -
tors and m o w e r s lubr ica ted . One 
m a n has been t r a ined in boom s p r a y -
ing, so he can app ly fer t i l izer and 
tur f p ro tec tan ts . One m a n m o w s 
f a i rways ; ano the r mows t he roughs ; 
and o the rs hand le m a i n t e n a n c e in 
sand t r aps and bunkers , trees, and 
the wa te r ing . 

T h e P ines Club has a s e m i - a u t o -
mat i c sp r ink le r sys tem and its use is 
condi t ioned in pa r t by the wea the r , 
w i th w a t e r being s t a r t ed jus t be fo re 
t he wil t s tage on the fa i rways . 
Greens and tees have p o p - u p sp r i n -
klers ; heads mus t be a t t ached fo r 
f a i r w a y spr inkl ing . 

To keep th ings r u n n i n g smoothly , 
D e n n y spends pa r t of eve ry day 
wa lk ing the course and an t ic ipa t ing 
needed main tenance . A c l ipboard 

Irrigation is an integral part of the operation at Pines Country Club. Dennison 
reviews the pipe layout on the master plan. Ample source and supply of water has 
been essential in establishing turf on this four year old course. 

and a pencil p rove u s e f u l for notes, 
as he m a k e s his rounds . He schedules 
two of his c r ew for the n igh t sh i f t to 
hand le f a i r w a y wa te r ing ; bu t g reens 
and tees a re wa t e r ed in t he m o r n i n g 
to help keep disease p re s su re down 
on these cr i t ical areas . 

Looking ahead, D e n n y recognizes 
unf i l led needs. He is s t a r t ing a turf 
n u r s e r y to insure ava i lab i l i ty of tur f 
in a crisis and to se rve as a test a rea 
for new turf p rograms . Fo r he recal ls 
an incident at ano the r course w h e n 
over zealous r ep resen ta t ives m i s a p -
plied a fer t i l izer and b u r n e d u p most 
of a green. 

He is also w o r k i n g to increase his 
knowledge of turf and course m a i n -
tenance . He a t t ends fou r or f ive 
shor t courses each yea r to learn 
m o r e about equ ipmen t or turf d is -
ease. He mee ts w i th technica l r e p r e -
sen ta t ives of chemica l f i rms . And for 
yea r s he has been act ive in the 

Al legheny Moun ta in S u p e r i n t e n d -
ents Associat ion and the Golf Course 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s A s s o c i a t i o n of 
Amer ica . This year , in fact, he is 
se rv ing as pres ident of t he Al legheny 
Moun ta in Association, t ha t meets 10 
t imes a yea r to r ev iew m u t u a l p r o b -
lems and needs t h a t re la te to be t t e r 
turf and be t t e r golf. 

P ines Coun t ry Club in Morgan -
t o w n is one of m a n y n e w courses to 
open in t he past decade. With an in -
v e s t m e n t of more t h a n $500,000 
a l r eady and wi th an in teres t in i m -
prov ing c lub facil i t ies in the fu tu re , 
t he c lub needs the best k ind of 
supe r in t enden t it can f ind. Denny 
has developed the exper ience and 
k n o w - h o w use fu l in keeping turf 
disease u n d e r control . Managing 
tur f p r o g r a m s has also yielded o ther 
d ividends . And a m a n l ike Denny 
Dennison has t h e abi l i ty to pu t it all 
together . • 

Dennison's son John adjusts a nozzle 
on this turf sprayer. He is a mainte-
nance foreman at the club. 

This is the maintenance shop. It adjoins 
Dennison's office and the supply stor-
age area — all in one building. 


