This is a grove of sweet gum and persimmon near Conway,
Arkansas. It's so thick you can hardly walk through it, yet
control is nearly 100 percent.

Victorious War

On Brush

Brush species that have been re-
sistant to previously used herbicides
for brush are now succumbing to a
relatively new brush control chemi-
cal called Banvel.

Produced by Velsicol Chemical
Corporation, the product until re-
cently was oriented mainly to agri-
culture. Within the last two-three
years, potential for control of hard-
to-kill brush species has developed
fast.

“We haven’t really found a specie
on which Banvel, has not shown ac-
tivity,” says Don Telge, a railroad
vegetation control specialist for Vel-
sicol. “In some areas of the country,
though, some users find that red
maple is a specie that should be
watched, in that Banvel sometimes
controls it, sometimes not.”

It's the difficult species to con-
{rol, such as ash, hickory and per-
simmon, where Banvel’s results
show up most dramatically. Around
Oklahoma, blackjack oak is one of
the toughest species to control, be-
cause of its large root system and
hard and waxy leaves. In Alabama,
sassafras accounts for an estimated
40 percent of the brush not con-
trolled by other chemicals. In Texas,
Louisiana and Alabama, there is a

(continued on page 50)
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Here’s a spray crew on the job out where the big firs grow
the Pacific Northwest. Spraymen are applying Banvel to rid
area of smaller trees so that Douglas fir can be replanted.

Jack Woods of Public Service Utility, Tulsa, Oklahoma, ex-
amines a dead winged elm.

This willow is 35 feet tall. It's dead and so are the vi
surrounding it. Banvel controls brush a long time a
application. The chemical becomes part of the cell structure,
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WAR ON BRUSH (from page 24)

bad problem with persimmon. Ban-
vel has given excellent control of
all these species.

Users report that brush kill takes
place a long time after application
of Banvel.

“It seems to accumulate in the
plant tissue,” commented Richard
Fields, manager of Velsicol’s indus-
trial vegetation control department
and a Banvel expert. “It becomes
part of the cell structure. Although
we don’t have a complete explana-
tion of the phenomenon, that must
be one reason why Banvel has a
slower reaction to brush than what
professional applicators are accus-
tomed to. They are used to spraying
one year and evaluating the next.
But with Banvel, sometimes after
one year, the whole tree is in bud.”

Banvel enter the plant not only
through the leaves and the bark, but
through the roots as well. Applica-
tors and researchers report that the
chemical translocates from the roots
throughout the plant. Sprays to the
bark area and surrounding foliage
enhance the product’s activity. Basal
stem applications may be made dur-
ing dormancy. Root absorption is

A Potomac Edison line near Winchester, Virginia, one of the first areas where

extensive experimental tests were carried out with Banvel.

Note the near perfect

brush control under the direction of Mike Watson, Potomac Edison forester.

rates used for brush control bio-
degrade in the soil in a matter of
a few months,” notes Fields.

The slower action of Banvel can
be an advantage in reducing the
number of complaints about the use
of chemicals, where sudden “brown

Some states, such as Maine, have
made applications along highways
and other highly visible rights-of-
way.

Current Federal registrations in-
clude applications to watershed
areas, drainage ditches, dam sites

the key. out” of vegetation during the spring and other areas where wildlife and
“Under normal conditions, the and summer can alarm the public. cattle inhabit.
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THE SKYWORKER MODEL 1045 hydraulic aerial
lift is built to provide pace setting versatility in
line work and tree trimming. Ideal for lighting
contractors, municipalities, utilities and tree care
specialists who work at heights up to 50 Ft. For
||terature and technical data, write DEPT. WT-5.
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