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Rights-of-ways such as the one above have much potential
for wildlife production and recreation. Opening areas where
tree growth is heavy stimulates the production of ground
and shrub vegetation. Food supplies for birds and mammals
are improved. Better land management practices can be
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adopted that will benefit the ecological balance of nature.
Recreation possibilities include hiking, bicycling and in some
areas skiing. The multiple purpose concept will gain increas
ing importance in the future.

The Ecologist’s View

HE U.S. Forest Service' states that,

“There are over 50 million acres

of rights-of-way in the United States

— an area the size of the six New
England States.”

While commercial and economic
considerations fully justify such use
of the land, associated values have
largely gone unrecognized and un-
exploited. We have already reached
a period in the development of our
country when it is no longer justifi-
able to ignore the potential produc-
tivity of a single acre.

In the course of travel, transport
and transmission along these corri-
dors, little intentional use has been
made of the uncommitted surface
area. Its maintenance in some accep-
table condition has been a drain on
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our available manpower and fi-
nances. We are alluding to the
shoulders of canals, railroads and
highways, and the entire expanse of
the right-of-way over pipelines and
under powerlines.

Our relatively affluent society,
long relieved of the concern of where
the next meal is coming from, now
focuses its attention on the recrea-
tional and aesthetic values of the
land about them. Unfortunately aes-
thetic consideration of the environ-

ment quite commonly ignores reality
as it pertains to natural resources
and to the wildlife we are endeavor=
ing to perpetuate.

Equally disconcerting in environ=
mental matters is the failure to
comprehend that change or recycling
of a renewable resource is not neces-
sarily degradation.

Further, in the course of buildin
a better habitat for ourselves and fol
wildlife, the final product must not
be judged by transient conditions af
the start. It is impossible to prepare
a banquet without soiling some
cooking and serving dishes.

Every new corridor — road of
transmission right-of-way — must
under Federal regulations prepare an
environmental impact statement bes

(continued on page 24)
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lN NEW JERSEY, like many other

states, we are confronted with an
increase in regulatory agencies
stressing environmental protection
and concern with the impact of fu-
ture transmission construction and
maintenance on the land use plan.

By way of orientation, Jersey
Central/New Jersey Power and
Light Company, subsidiaries of Gen-
eral Public Utilities Corporation,
supply electrical power to 555,000
customers in a service area repre-
senting approximately 43 percent
of the State of New Jersey. The two
utilities, operating as one company,
are composed of six divisions locat-
ed in the northwestern and east
central part of the State.

Prior to 1947 our transmission

Permitting trees and other vegetation to grow where utility
rights-of-way cross roads provides an effective visual bar-
rier. However, because transmission lines cross many roads,
future maintenance must include tree trimming costs. As

The Utility View

By
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right-of-way maintenance program
consisted of periodic cutting. This
was an expensive and time consum-
ing program. It was decided at this
time to experiment with brush con-
trol by the use of chemicals and
applied by a contractor. This pilot
program was so successful both in
maintenance results and economics
that we decided in 1950 to continue
the program on a permanent basis
and to place all rights-of-way under
chemical management.

4 For More Details on Preceding Page Circle (129) on Reply Card

Today, approximately 15,000 acres
of transmission rights-of-way are
under chemical control. Lines are
currently under repetitive treatment
cycles of from three to six years
as the need Basal spray
treatment has been the primary ap-
plication method in the maintenance
program.

All chemical applications are se-
lective. Our objective, of course, is
to eliminate, within the confines of
a right-of-way, certain specified un-
desirable vegetation, and to pro-

requires.

mote a stable ground cover of
grasses, wild flowers and native
low-growing shrubs and trees. To

this end we believe that our right-
of-way management programs have
(continued on page 29)

more and more visual barrier are permitted and rights-of-
ways are allowed to return to more natural vegetation than
before, future maintenance will include much hand labor
and at a high cost per ROW mile.
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Many rights-of-ways have practiced blanket spraying to

control unwanted vegetation. The opportunity to create
environmental diversity by encouraging the growth of a
variety of low shrubs has been wasted. The transmission
lines above would be little affected by low growing species
of ornamentals. The 50 million acres of rights-of-ways have
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great wildlife production potential. There is no need to
condemn all woody vegetation as brush. Herbicides, prop-
erly used, are an important tool in vegetation maintenance.
Rational and intelligent use of herbicides is all that the
future asks.

The Public View

Editor's Note: No issue is worth

size of New York State, or ten times

discussing unless all sides are pre-
sented. While we believe that many
readers are familiar with the side of
the utilities, less is known about the
views of the ecologist and those of
the public. We have presented the
comments of Mr. Clement as the
public view to provide a broader
perspective from which to make an
opinion. Publication of this article in
no way constitutes an endorsement.
The National Audubon Society con-
tinues to be instrumental in creating
increased interest in wildlife preser-
vation and conservation practices.

HE analysis of trends called for
in the title of this discussion

‘calls for recognition of the fact that

current projections for supplying

JUNE 1972

By
ROLAND C. CLEMENT
Vice-President
National Audubon Society

electric demands involve some 197,-
000 extra miles of right-of-way by
1990,

However, I am interested in chang-
ing these trends because I believe
that such growth projections are
suicidal. Whatever the ultimate
acreage we commit to rights-of-way,
we can begin by recognizing that
the existing 50,000,000 acres now so
committed represent a nationally
important open space in a diminish-
ing pool of national open space.

In short, we have already com-
mitted to rights-of-way an area the

the size of Connecticut. The revolu-
tion in environmental awareness we
are witnessing calls for giving this
land use much more thoughtful con-
sideration than it has had in the
past.

As a wildlife conservation special-
ist, I call your attention to the fact
that these 50,000,000 acres have a
great wildlife production potential.
Since these are mostly private lands,
you need to be sensitive to the fact
that wildlife includes several hun-
dred species in addition to the
pheasants and quail equated with
wildlife in the past. The non-hunting
general public is more interested in
the scores of bird species that might
utilize the rights-of-way than they

(continued on page 25)
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ECOLOGIST'S VIEW(from page 10)

fore authorization for construction
is granted. Whatever can be achieved
in minimizing aesthetic impairment
of the environment without sacrific-
ing other important values must be
spelled out.

Thus on an electric transmisison
line a screen of trees can be left (or
provided) where the corridor crosses
a highway or stream. Likewise, on a
rising slope where the straight line
of the corridor becomes so obvious
from the ground, the route can be
angled, or broken by intermittant
plant screens. In the manipulation or
replacement of the general plant
cover of the right-of-way, values
other than aesthetic generally take
precedence.

The great majority of pipeline and
electric transmissions rights-of-way
are just that, the right to install and
service the line on property that is
not purchased from the owner. The
individual property owner retains
the right to employ the surface area
as he sees fit continuing to farm the
area, use it for grazing, grow trees,
control tresspass, etc.

In developed areas, the owner,
having no immediate plans, may
relegate the responsibility of sup-
pressing height growth of recovering
vegetation to the transmission com-
pany.

On the other hand, the land owner
may stipulate as part of the right-of-
way lease or license that only tall-
growing species of trees be removed
and that native shrubs be damaged
as little as practical in constructing
the line.

Since ground cover must be
promptly replaced to avoid erosion
some transmission companies have
provided the land owner a voice in
the type of vegetation to be re-
established. Thus the transmission
company is far from a free agent in
the decision on management of the
different parcels of land crossed by
the corridor.

Despite all the objections made
when each new right-of-way is pro-
posed, the corridor so formed is often
of tremendous value to wildlife —
both game and non-game species.
This is particularly true when those
rights-of-way cross forested country.
Corridors, whether they be 50 or 300
feet wide, create openings where sun-
light stimulates the production of
ground and shrub vegetation. The
closed canopy of a woodlot or forest
is an excellent retreat and cover but
is essentially lacking in food and
browse plants.

Birds and mammals are the pro-

duct of the “edge” between food
supplies in the open and shelter in
the timber. We are seriously losing
game and wildlife habitat in the
United States by the declining num-
ber of small farms and the closing-in
of maturing forests that 40 years ago
were prime habitats for deer, rabbits,
grouse, wild turkey, quail, and other
species.

Fifty million acres in narrow
linear corridors provide edge effect
far beyond most other land mange-
ment practices. In many parts of this
country, developing these rights-of-
way as open corridors with a plant
cover favoring wildlife is not only
compatible with their primary pur-
pose (transmision) but will give the
highest environmental return.

The state conservation department
journals are beginning to sparkle
with success stories in cooperative
wildlife programs on transmision
and pipeline corridors. For example,
the Department of Fish and Wildlife
Resources in Kentucky® just recently
worked-out a cooperative plan with
Columbia Gulf to seed sections of
their 150 feet wide, 240 mile long
pipeline with upland gamebird plant
covers which include Sericea les-
pedeza, crown vetch, buckwheat, ete.

Georgia Power Company (At-
lanta) actively promotes “Attract
and Conserve Wildlife in your area:
with help from the Georgia Power
Company”, and the Georgia Game
and Fish Department pay them
tribute®

The Wisconsin Power and Light
Company has been practicing selec-
tive vegetative management on their
power line rights-of-way since 1955
and found it to be not only of public
benefit but at a savings of mainten-
ance costs to themselves'.

All this requires management and
not just happenstance vegetative re-
covery and periodic knockdown. It
calls for selective removal of un-
desirable trees, selective use of her-
bicides (such as stump treatments),
use of growth-regulating chemicals,
and cooperative programs with habi-
tat management groups in vegetative
programming.

While the foregoing has focused on
those corridors where rather minor
acreage is removed from vegetative
production, it does not follow that
other types of corridors such as high-
way and railroad rights-of-way and
canal banks have no similar attrac-
tion for wildlife — they have.

In the midwest and Great Plains
both pheasants and wild ducks make

(continued on page 27)
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BLIC VIEW(from page 13)

are in pheasants. And the general
public doesn’t shoot up transformers
on high-tension lines.

In addition, in many suburban
areas of the northeast there are un-
exploited opportunities for building
good public relations by developing
hiking trails along these rights-of-
way, something most local conserva-
tion commissions would be glad to
help with.

You have, however, three prob-
lems to overcome before your ser-
vices will be widely accepted outside
the utility industries which have so
far been captives of unimaginative
vegetation management techniques.

I predict that the utilities will not

remain captives very long, however,
because they are about to feel the
crunch of justifying increasing elec-
tric power costs for the first time in
their history. This will lead to new
budget scrutiny that should favor
more economic and more socially
sophisticated programs of right-of-
way management.
The first broad problem men-
tioned above is that associated with
your credibility as scientists; the
second has to do with the accept-
ability of your tools, the herbicides;
and the third involves the accept-
ability of the effects of your prac-
tices in an increasingly sophisticated
ecological age.

The question of credibility, like it
or not, is entangled in the abuse of
therbicides by our military in Viet-
nam. It is psychologically inevitable
that the abusive use of a tool by one
group will involve all other users of
that tool in the public mind.

The way out of this dilemma is
not to accuse the public of emotion-
ism, but to make sure no one
‘abuses a good tool and that the pub-
lic is educated to the realities of the
case. This is not a passing fancy, be-
cause the concern of the American
Association for the Advancement of
Science dates back all of five years.

The Department of Defense’s at-
fempt? to answer its critics by hav-
ing the Midwest Research Institute
Yassess the ecological effects” of
herbicides only made matters worse
among knowledgeable audiences be-
cause MRI was not competnt to as-
sess ecological effects. As Frank
‘Egler’ pointed out, this MRI review
ucceeded mostly in showing that
there is very little science in Weed
Science.

Let me elaborate on this last point
to avoid insulting those of you who
‘consider yourselves scientists. I refer
{ to the fact that science is
necessarily reductionist. Science
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analyzes environmental reality on a
piecemeal basis. This makes the
scientist an expert in a very small
area of the total reality that must
concern us as citizens, and the trou-
ble is that science, having dismem-
bered reality for analytical conve-
nience, is seldom interested in
putting things back together again.
What is required is an ecological
point of view, but very few people
have developed such a point of view
as yet.

A generation ago Alfred North

Whitehead* pointed out that a prop-
er profession is “an avocation whose
activities are subject to theoretical
analysis, and are modified by theo-
retical conclusion derived from that
analysis.” We've all been in such a
hurry to keep up with the Joneses
that we haven’t done much philoso-
phizing, which is what theoretical
analysis is.

As a result, the Mrak report® to
the Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare caught everyone by

(continued on page 28
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uch use of roadside cover for nest-
ng that the first spring mowing of
rights-of-way have to be post-
P until after the eggs have
ar beyond most other land manage-
hatched, In the arid southwest the

adsides, because of the paved strip
and the bordering bar pit, remain
green long after the adjoining lands
have dried up. In a way this attrac-
tion to these corridors is unfortu-
e for traffic moving at high
speeds exacts a serious toll. For ex-

h year on the highways in Penn-
ylvania, In contrast, pipelines and
lectric transmission lines, can be
latively disturbance free.
It would be an error not to cite the
pportant bid man’s recreational
ams are making for these cor-
5. In addition to the necessity of
blishing cross-country trails for
g, bicycling, and skiing, the
advent of OFF-ROAD-VEHICLES
ias put both public and private
agencies under heavy pressure.
otorcycles, trail bikes, snowmo-
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LOLOGIST'S VIEW (from page 24)

biles, dune and marsh buggies are
here to stay, but their potential for
damage to the natural environment
is recognized. The goal is to get them
off the public highways, away from
critical wildlife habitat, and on to
crosscountry trails designed and
programmed for their use.

Wisconsin, by the fall of 1971, had
registered over 127,000 snowmobiles
and from these receipts has a pro-
gram for trial development®. The
average length of trail desired is
about 25 miles, with minimum of 10.
They now have 550 miles scheduled
for construction.

Governor Rockefeller recently re-
quested an inventory of abondoned
railroad rights-of-way within New
York State, having in mind their
conversion to bicycle trails®.

Oregon State legislature is re-
ported to have allocated $1.3 million
for bicycle trails.

It remained for the Illinois Depart-
ment of Conservation to come up
with one of the most unique trail
systems. The state purchased the

abandoned Hennepin Canal and con-
verted the majority of its 96.8 mile
canal system to a cross-country
pleasure boat “trail”.

Corridors in the United States are
thus headed for multiple purpose
use. The competition for their sup-
plemental use is apt to be keen, for
many of these uses are not compat-
ible, one with another.
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surprise, and Theodor D. Sterling*
pointed out that the questions of
2,4,5-T’s toxicity and teratogenicity
will not be soon settled because no
one has yet put together a satisfac-
tory experimental design to assess
the effects of 2,4,5-T at low doses.
This is certainly something you
practitioners should have insisted
the chemical companies do for you.

Perhaps the worst effect of past
right - of - way management with
herbicides has been the wasted op-
portunity to create environmental
diversity by encouraging the growth
of a variety of low shrubs by spot
treatment with judicious herbi-
cide applications instead of the
wasteful blanket spraying that has
been the rule. The electric utilities
are even more to blame here for
having allowed you to waste com-
pany funds that should have gone
into environmental protection. This
is where the real opportunities exist.

For over a decade, beginning in
1946, Frank E. Egler’ published a
long series of scientfic and popular
articles advocating spot control of
woody vegetation by 24,-D and
2,45-T, a methodology completely
rationalized in his 1953 Smithsonian
Institution Report, “Vegetation
Management for Right-of-ways and
Roadsides”. William A. Niering of
the Connecticut Arboretum repeated
many of these studies and spoke to
early Northeastern Weed Control
Conferences about them.

In 1963 Niering and Richard H.
Goodwin produced a homeowner's
guide, “Creating New Landscapes
with Herbicides®".

In 1961 the U. S. Forest Service®
accepted Egler’s vegetation manage-
ment concepts in a publication of its
own. And in 1966 the methodology
was put into a popular book, THE
WILD GARDENER IN THE WILD
LANDSCAPE, by Warren G. Ken-
field™.

The crux of my message is that
the science of right-of-way manage-
ment is in print, but that few of you
have used it.

I acknowledge that some of you
have accepted some of these ideas
and tried to apply them, with more
or less success; but I feel safe in
saying that blanket spraying has
been the rule. Too many of you
have been concerned with “killing
brush” rather than manipulating
vegetation. The first approach is
negative, the second both positive
and dynamic.

The times call for working with
Nature by adapting our technology
to environmental dynamics. Herbi-
cides, properly used, are an ingeni-

ous tool for molding the landscape
by selecting out those few species
that have a tendency to get in the
way of growing into overhead wires,
or otherwise interfering with our
objectives.

There is no need to condemn all
woody vegetation as “brush,” as too
many chemical company advertise-
ments have done. There is no need
to oversell herbicids; it is time to
use them rationally, as the valuable
tool they are when used sparingly
and intelligently. This is all the fu-
ture asks of you and me.
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Grounds Management Society
Schedules September Meeting

The Professional Grounds Man-
agement Society has announced the
dates of their 1972 annual meeting.
The Society will meet at the Twin
Bridges Marriott Hotel, Washington,
D. C., September 13-16. Registration
will begin on the morning of the
13th. Members and non-members of
the Society and all people interested
in gardening and grounds manage-
ment are urged to attend.
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LITY VIEW(from page 12)

n most successful. It is not my
tention to burden you with exten-
sive cost figures. You might, how-
ever, be interested in one com-
pilation relative to maintenance
expenditures. Transmission mainte-
nance cost of acreage treated annu-
ally over the period 1960 through
1971 averaged $54.00 per acre
treated.

In addition to the transmission
program, over 700 miles of roadside
distribution rights-of-way are also
under chemical control.

Cooperative activities with muni-
eipal, county and state agencies have
‘been an important part of our vege-
fation management program. We
have had the privilege of partici-
‘pating in numerous projects related
to soil stabilization, game food and
cover plantings, roadside safety, and
‘beautification. Herbicide applica-
tions have been made over all types
of terrain under diverse soil and
drainage conditions, through wild-
life areas recreational areas and in
‘¢close proximity to residential lo-
cations.

. Acceptance by the general public
pf our transmission and distribution
chemical programs has been most

favorable. We believe this has been
largely due to the “selective” ap-
proach and timely scheduling of
repetitive treatment resulting in
the suppression or elimination of
unsightly “brown out” areas, in
short, aesthetics—and reasonable re-
spect for the property of others.
Since most of our transmission
rights of way are easements, our
contractor attempts to make a “cour-
tesy call” to each property cwner
before traversing or treating the
right of way on his property.

We believe immediate personal
contact is essential to any spray
complaint situation and our ability
to reach and inform those question-
ing the operation has resolved many
potential problems.

Objections attributable to the
chemical programs over the past
23 years have been minimal, and
those that have developed were
usually found to be based on mis-
understandings. However, the con-
fusing and adverse national public-
ity of 1969-1970 associated with the
use of herbicides did set the stage
for a complaint of considerable mag-
nitude.

In July 1970 we were the recipient
of a continuing series of news re-

leases, soundly criticizing our work
and the use of herbicides in general.

We feel that the use of the con-
troversial herbicide was not the real
problem. We are of the opinion that
this was used as a tool to stimulate
an emotional controversy, was po-
litical in origin, and designed to
promote continuing newspaper cov-
erage—which it certainly did—all
unfavorable to the company image.

Unable to resolve the problem
through normal means, and recog-
nizing that defense of the chemical
program was mandatory, our Public
Information Department arranged a
press conference—in order to place
the company chemical vegetation
management program before the
public and in its proper perspective.

We are certainly aware that the
activities of the company are under
close public scrutiny, and accord-
ingly, have made some changes in
the transmission right of way man-
agement program. Consideration is
given to reducing the repetitive
treatment cycle in specific prob-
lem areas to further reduce “brown
out” potential.

We are also able to customize
the chemical applications to better

(continued on page 32)
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MEDICAPS

.M

MEDICAPS CARTRIDGES.
TREATMENT, WHERE CONV
IN HIGH PH SOILS.

MEDICAPS EFFICIENCY AN
RESULTS MEANS LOW COST

IN IRON"

U.S. Patent Pending

COMMERCIAL TREES

NEW!!

PRE-MEASURED, SELF-CONTAINED

TREES RESPOND TO MEDICAPS
IRON TREATMENTS HAVE FAILED

TREE INJECTION
CARTRIDGES

ACCURATE

EFFECTIVE
ECONOMICAL

ENTIONAL

D LASTING
CONTROL.

THE EASY, EFFECTIVE WAY TO
TREAT IRON CHLOROSIS IN . . .

RESIDENTIAL TREES

STOP BY AND VISIT WITH US AT—
® International Shade Tree Conf. Convention
Aug. 13-17, Booth #50
® Lawn and Garden Distrib. Assn. Trades Show
Sept. 27-29, Booth #9
Ask Us to Review Our Research
Program on Other Major Tree Problems

@© copyright, 1972

ALL Inquiries DISTRIBUTOR
will be @mu‘(ae Sdled, Dne. INQUIRIES
answered. 200 South Main Fremont, Nebr. 68025 WELCOME
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“Instant Shade!” Now...Plant
Large Trees in Minutes!

Vermeer TS-66T Tree Spade Does It ... Automatically!

“The Diggin' Dutchman” introduces “Instant Shade" . .
automatic tree mover that digs, balls, transports and plants large
diameter trees in minutes. The Vermeer TS-66T is fast . . . it's eco-
nomical . . . it's automatic. One man and one TS-66T can handle the
entire job in minutes. That's why we call it “Instant Shade,” and that's
why Vermeer Tree Spades are used by landscapers, nurseries,
cities, rental yards and tree service firms everywhere. Write “The
Diggin’ Dutchman” for information and complete literature.

Another Tree Spade From . . .

THE DIGGIN'
DUTCHMAN

VERMEER TREE SPADE DIVISION
7206 W. Washington @ Pella, lowa, 50219

. with an

U

i
i

oynipment
Y/

———=1

For More Details Circle (104) on Reply Card

Truck-mounted TS-66T Tree Spade tr
with hydraulically-operated, high tensile steel spades. Digs 66" di-
ameter tree ball, down to 60" deep to prevent root damage.

VERMEER

lants big 6" di ter tree

UTILITY VIEW(from page 29)

suit local conditions. For example,
heavily populated areas, major rec-
reational areas, camp sites, summer
colonies, and similar facilities are
treated only during the dormant
season.

In 1970 we altered our chemical
program to eliminate applications
on all existing transmission lines at
primary and secondary road Cross-
ings to facilitate the return of nat-
ural visual barriers at these critical
locations.

We believe we have bheen oper-
ating a sensible, well supervised,
aesthetically acceptable and safe
chemical program. It is our inten-
tion to continue the vegetation man-
agement maintenance program on
the system transmission and dis-
tribution rights of way wherever it
is inappropriate.

After much public opposition to a
proposed 500,000 volt overhead steel
tower line, the New Jersey Public
Utility Commission, in 1969, gave
our neighbor, Public Service Elec-
tric and Gas Company, approval to
proceed—but six precedent setting
requirements had to be met. Essen-
tially these were:

1. Use of available railroad or

other existing rights-cf-way.

2. Tower locations related to to-
pography to minimize appear-
ance,

3. A program of tower painting
designed to minimize effect on
surroundings.

4. Where practical, permit special
uses of the rights-of-way for
farming, recreation, etc.
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5. Non-uniform clearing of rights-
of-way and retention of a max-
imum number of trees.

6. Landscaping of conspicuous
right-of-way areas.

Our company is also committed
to the pursuit of these and similar
requirements.

In the past all of our rights of way
have been ‘“clear cut,” stump
sprayed and maintained chemically.
Our experience with the new con-
cept of selective clearing is limited
10 one 230,000 volt right-of-way, 120
teet wide and approximately 11
miles long. The right-of-way was
predominantly farm or open land,
wich some forested areas and hedge-
rows. Approximately 35% of the
right-of-way was wooded. Selective
tree removal and/or trimming was
undertaken at road crossings and at
each end of the forested areas.

We have no way of estimating fu-
ture maintenance tree trimming
costs on this right-of-way. The use
of herbicides in future maintenance
work on this line is questionable at
this time. We cannot, however, con-
sider the line a typical right-of-way
experience.

In addition to the right-of-way
restrictions imposed by the New
Jersey Public Utility Commission,
the State of New Jersey enacted the
New Jersey Pesticide Control Act of
1971. This Act formulates State pol-
icies regulating, among other things,
the use of herbicides. Among its
shortcomings, municipal ordinances
which may be impracitcal and un-
realistic can take precedence over
the State Act. To date, this Pesti-
cide Control Act has had no impact

on our
program.

Approved in 1968, Chapter 245 of
the laws of New Jersey authorize
municipalities to establish conser-
vation commissions. Their function-
al range covers:

1. Open Space preservation.

2. Scenic, aesthetic preservation,

and beautification.

3. Pollution control.

4. Waste disposal.

There are over 100 active com-
missions in New Jersey today.

Our experiences to date with mu-
nicipal conservation commissions in-
volved property owner complaints
related to our transmission chemical
program. Through our education of
these municipal commissions as 10
the benefits of our chemical pro-
gram and the proper application of
chemicals, the commissions in turn
were able to:alleviate the fears of
the property owners who considered
the chemicals dangerous.

A most important regulatory cons
trol facing the utility industry in
New Jersey today is Chapter 2, New
Jersey Air Pollution Control Code—
Control and Prohibition of Open
Burning. The revised chapter stip!
lates, among other things, that
“plant life” may not be disposed
of by open burning. This takes ef=
fect January 1, 1973. “Plant Life®
includes all vegetation.

Some municipalities have already
prohibited all open burning, by lo
cal ordinance, in advance of
effective date of this Act.

An all-encompassing solution #
the problem of transmission rights
of-way tree and brush disposal ¥

vegetation management
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not now known. The alternatives of
logging, stacking, burying or chip-
ping are not entirely compatible
with selective clearing and trim-
ming.

Elimination of open burning,
while reducing air pollution, com-
pounds the problem of refuse dis-
posal. However, the regulation will
enhance the minimal clearing re-
quirements versus clear cutting by
reducing plant material disposal re-
quirements.

In a few words, let me summarize
where we are and where I think
we are going in the area of right-of-
way maintenance. The rights-of-way
presently under chemical mainte-
nance will be permitted to continue
as it. The right-of-way requirement
of tomorrow will be different than
it is today. We presently use 34,000
volt as a subtransmission voltage to
feed substations. These lines run
cross-country creating many rights-
of-way. Tomorrow they will be the
distribution voltage in the street
and will require maintenance trim-
ming only. The cross-country steel
tower line will still be in demand
but will make better use of the
right-of-way corridors such as rail-
road rights-of-way, gas transmis-

sion rights-of-way, etc. Where new
rights-of-way are created, total
clearing will be minimal or non-
existent, being replaced by selective
removals and line contour trimming.
Access roads to and on the right-
of-way will be in some cases be non-
existent. This all means that right-
of-way maintenance will be mostly
by trimming and thus very costly.
We are presently negotiating for
a 500,000 volt right-of-way across
state lands. If successful, we know
that tree removal will be very se-
lective, contour tree trimming a
must but, most important, it is
questionable whether or not we will
be able to construct access roads.
This means that this portion of the
line may be constructed by helicop-
ter and tree trimming done entirely
by climbing. The art of right-of-
way maintenance is retrogressing.

Clean Chemical Containers
Combat Contamination

What to do with used pesticide
containers is the nagging problem
that has the chemical industry ex-
ploring new methods of packaging
materials. But until these new pack-
ages are perfected, metal or glass

containers remain a potential con-
tamination hazard to soil and water.

The National Agricultural Chemi-
cals Association (NACA) suggests a
procedure based on the techniques
used by laboratories to reduce the
concentration of material in a con-
tainer. It's a simple rinse and drain
procedure employed at the time the
pesticide is placed in the spray tank.

After normal emptying, the con-
tainer should be allowed to drain in
a vertical position for 30 seconds.
For best results the container should
be rinsed three times, allowing
thirty seconds for draining after
each rinse, says NACA.

Fill the container one-quarter full
with water or other diluting mate-
rial. Drain each rinse into the spray
tank before filling it to the desired
level.

Used containers which have been
rinsed and drained are ready for dis-
posal by accepted local standards as
crushing and burying or by re-
cycling for scrap when appropriate.

For a free instruction sticker to
attach to spray equipment, send a
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:
Safety Division, National Agricul-
tural Chemicals Association, 1155
Fifteenth Street N.W., Washington,
D.C. 20005.

STILL

*3.25
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a neat appearance.

0f Course, We Still Have Them!

Permanent Magazine Binders

Keep 12 issues of Weeds Trees and Turf in one
neat package ® Magazine can be easily inserted
as it arrives. e Binder protects, gives bookshelf

Send check or money order fo:

WEEDS TREES and TURF

9800 Detroit Ave., Cleveland, Ohio 44102

JUNE 1972

SCIENCE
RESEARCH
PRESERVATION

48th CONVENTION

of the

International Shade Tree Conference, Inc.

This is an open meeting especially for commercial, munic-
ipal and utility arborists, but also for all others interested
in the tree care industry. Four days of educational sessions;
scores of speakers. Entertainment for the family; special
programs for the women and children. Post convention
tours. Equipment displays and demonstrations. For more
information, contact E. C. Bundy, executive secretary, P.O.
Box 71, Urbana, Ill. 61801, Phone AC 217 328-2032.

AUG. 13-17, NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA

Headquarters: Del Webb's Newporter Inn, Newport Beach, California
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