
Copper Sulfate Not Harmful 
To Fish, Study Shows 

Reports on the fate of nearly one 
and one-half million pounds of cop-
per sulfate to control algae over the 
past 50 years fail to show any con-
centrations toxic to fish. 

This is the conclusion of G. Fred 
Lee and Isaac Sanchez of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin's department 
of civil and environmental engineer-
ing. The study concerned sampl-
ing water of Lake Monona at Madi-
son, Wise. 

According to the researchers, the 
concentrations found in Lake Mon-
ona water are considerably less than 
the most stringent copper standards 
proposed by Federal or state regula-
tory agencies for protection of wa-
ter quality. 

The ban on the use of chemicals 
in the Madison lakes, passed last 
year, was made primarily on "emo-
tional considerations," Lee said, 
"rather than technical evidence 
that copper sulfate was harmful to 
the lake's fisheries." 

He said that in lakes such as 
Monona the nutrient supply is pri-
marily from street runoff and other 
sources which are now almost im-

possible to control. In these situ-
ations, use of chemicals such as cop-
per sulfate provides a method of im-
proving water quality at very little 
risk to the ecosystem. 

Lee suggests that a proper policy 
would be to have a qualified board 
of experts review any proposed 
chemical additions to Madison lakes 
to prevent excessive or improper 
use of chemicals for water quality 
control. He urged that as a part of 
any chemical use program for con-
trol of algae, weeds, or undesir-
able fish, more studies be done on 
the subtle effects of chemicals on 
organisms other than those the 
chemicals are designed to control. 

Rapid Algal Growth 
Promoted by Herbicides 

Growth of Algae is enhanced 
when herbicides are used to control 
weeds in lakes, says a University of 
Wisconsin researcher. 

G. V. Simsiman, research assist-
ant, reports that after herbicidal 
treatment, nutrients released by 
dead weeds promoted rapid algal 
growth. 

Simsiman said he did not feel the 

use of herbicides should be discon-
tinued as they are the most effective 
weed control means available today. 
He advocated, however, additional 
research into use and effects of her-
bicides and their possible substi-
tutes. 

The researcher is currently study-
ing how long herbicides remain in a 
water system after application. 

Connecticut Entomologist 
Ends 43 Year Career 

John C. Schread, one of the most 
widely known entomologists in the 
northeast, has retired after nearly 
43 years on the staff of The Con-
necticut Agricultural Experiment 
Station. 

He is widely known for his work 
with n u r s e r y m e n , greenskeepers, 
and other professionals in the field 
of entomology. He has addressed 
turf association meetings in Califor-
nia, Philadelphia, Washington, Mon-
treal and throughout the northeast. 

He is an honorary member of the 
Connecticut Association of Golf 
Course Superintendents Association 
of America. 

Of Course, We Still Have Them' 

Permanent Magazine Binders 
Keep 12 issues of W e e d s Trees a n d Turf in one 
neat p a c k a g e • M a g a z i n e can be easi ly inserted 
as it arr ives. • Binder protects, gives bookshelf 
a neat a p p e a r a n c e . 

Send check or money order to: 

WEEDS TREES and TURF 
9 8 0 0 Detroit A v e . , C l e v e l a n d , O h i o 4 4 1 0 2 

48th CONVENTION 
of the 

International Shade Tree Conference, Inc. 
This is an open meeting especially for commercial, munic-
ipal and utility arborists, but also for all others interested 
in the tree care industry. Four days of educational sessions; 
scores of speakers. Entertainment for the family; special 
programs for the women and children. Post convention 
tours. Equipment displays and demonstrations. For more 
information, contact E. C. Bundy, executive secretary, P.O. 
Box 71, Urbana, III. 61801. Phone AC 217 328-2032. 

AUG. 13-17, NEWPORT BEACH, CALIFORNIA 
Headquarters: Del Webb's Newporter Inn, Newport Beach, California 


