
S O D INDUSTRY S E C T I O N 

Consider Thin Cut Sod 
Depth at which sod is cut is an important factor af-

fecting the productive life of a sod field, the rate of es-
tablishment, the ease of handling, transporting and 
laying, and the economics of sod production, says 
John R. Hall, turf specialist, University of Maryland. 
Proper cutting thickness will vary depending on species, 
soil texture, sod density, and the amount of root and 
rhizome development. 

No sod farm has an infinite topsoil depth, he says. 
Therefore, the length of life of every sod farm is a func-
tion of the number of harvests and the depth of those 
harvests. Simple mathematics indicate that cutting sod 
at a three-fourths inch cutting depth instead of a one 
and one-half inch cutting depth almost doubles the life 
of a sod farm. 

Research indicates that thin-cut sods have better root-
ing ability than thick-cut sods. Merion Kentucky Blue-
grass sod cut at a one-half inch depth gives increased 
rates of root appearance, increased root density, and 
greater rooting depth compared with one inch and one 
and one-half inch cutting depths, the specialist points 
out. For tall-fescue-Kentucky bluegrass mixtures, three-
fourth inch sod cutting depths are more favorable than 
one and one-fourth inch cutting depths. 

The increased weight created by the excessive cutting 
depth increases the frequency of, harvesting machine 
breakdowns. Some of the sod handling machines pro-
duced today are not being built to work with thick sod 
day after day. Sod producers can generally rely on re-
pair costs increasing linearly with the thickness of sod, 
Hall says. 

Thick sod increases the probability of overload fines 
for the transporters. The weight of one and one-fourth 
inch sod is about 175 tons per acre, while three-fourth 
inch sod weighs only 100 tons per acre. The heavier sod 
means that fewer pallets constitute a load, and often 
what would normally be considered a load turns into 
an overload. Overload fines in the State of Maryland 
are currently assessed at the rate of two cents a pound 
for the first 5,000 pounds over six cents a pound for any 
amount greater than 5,000. The cost can be considerable. 

The increased work caused by the extra weight has 
been protested by sod workers. They don't enjoy lifting 
an extra 75 tons of weight to cover an acre of ground. 

Hall says the economic soundness of giving away top-
soil is questionable. Selling one and one-fourth inch 
sod for the same price as one-half inch sod is simply 
giving the buyer about 108 cubic yards of topsoil. The 
current price of sterilized topsoil delivered less than 20 
miles is about $4.50 per cubic yard. This means the pur-
chaser of one and one-fourth inch sod is getting about 
$485 worth of topsoil for every acre of sod he buys. 

Thin-cut sod is generally best in every situation. How-
ever, age, density, and species of the sod, soil texture, 
moisture, and site preparation are going to have an ef-
fect on the final decision of cutting depth. Where site 
preparation is poor, fertility management programs are 
deficient, and the laid sod is not going to get ample 
watering, it is possible that thicker sod might be bene-
ficial. Thick sod can never correct poor management 
practices, however, in most cases thin-cut sod is superior 
to thick-cut sod, concludes Hall. 

Pennstar 
Kentucky Bluegrass. 

Perhaps the best 
all-around turfgrass 

available today. 
Pennstar Kentucky Bluegrass (Poa pratensis) is 
an improved variety developed by Penn State 
after more than 15 years of testing. Pennstar is 
highly resistant to stripe smut, rust and leaf spot. 
It's not overly aggressive and has a medium 
blue-green color — ideal for mixtures. 

Other Pennstar characteristics include good 
density, drought resistance, persistence under 
short mowing and moderate-to- low ferti l i ty 
levels. It does not produce damaging quantities 
of thatch and is adapted throughout all normal 
bluegrass areas. Send for complete data. 
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TO: Pennstar Kentucky Bluegrass 

P.O. Box 9 2 3 , M i n n e a p o l i s , M i n n e s o t a 5 5 4 4 0 WTT-2 

Please send me prices, availability, test information, purity j 
j and germination data on Pennstar Kentucky Bluegrass. 
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