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Na t iona l Gol f Foundat ion 

HTHE NEW YEAR promises to be 
* good for golf facility develop-

ment. National Golf Foundation 
records reveal 290 new golf courses 
or additions to existing facilities in 
some stage of construction at year 's 
end. Of these, 258 are regulation 
length and 32 are par-3's or execu-
tive type. 

New regulation length courses un-
der construction total 174; additions 
to existing courses account for 84. 
For par-3's the figures are 28 and 4, 
respectively. NGF files also show 
another 517 regulation courses and 
84 par-3 projects under considera-
tion or in planning. 

Michigan leads with 25 golf 
courses under construction followed 
by Florida with 17, Ohio 16, New 
York 14, Texas 13, Indiana 12, Cali-
fornia, Pennsylvania, Tennessee and 
Wisconsin — 11 each, Iowa 10 and 
Georgia 9. 

During the past decade over 300 
new golf courses or additions have 
opened in the nation each year. This 
record was maintained in 1971 when 
371 new facilities came into play. 
There were 228 new regulation 
length courses, 89 additions, 42 new 
par-3 or executive layouts and 12 
additions opened during the year. 

The leading states with new golf 
course openings in 1971 were Michi-
gan 29, Florida 26, Texas and Wis-
consin 18, New York 16, Pennsyl-
vania 15, North Carolina and Ohio 
14, California 13, Colorado and Il-
linois 12, Indiana and Washington 
11, Kentucky 10 and South Carolina 
9. 

Of the 371 new course openings 
in 1971, 33% were private opera-
tions, 48% semi-private, 15% mu-
nicipal and 4% miscellaneous (col-

legiate, industrial or mil i tary) . 
About 35% were part of real estate 
or resort developments. 

About 65% of the new courses 
opening for play in 1972 are ex-
pected to be semi-private or mu-
nicipal operations. And probably 
40% of these facilities will be as-
sociated with new planned com-
munities, high rise apar tment and 
condominium complexes, s e c o n d 
home projects or recreation and re-
sort areas. 

The continued growth of semi-
private and municipal courses is in 
keeping with the t rend of recent 
years. Golf no longer belongs solely 
to a few; it is everyone's game. 

Sixty new municipal golf courses 
opened throughout the nation in 
1971. This is an increase of 43% over 
1970. Thirty-five were regulation 
length; 12 were additions to existing 
courses; 9 were new par-3 or execu-
tive layouts and 4 were par-3 ad-
ditions. 

Many of these new golf facilities 
are a part of extensive municipal 
recreation and park complexes. In 
addition to a well designed golf 
course, they often include tennis 
courts (sometimes lighted for night 
play), swimming pools, artificial ice 
skating rinks, playground and pic-
nic areas, a community center build-
ing, fishing, camping, hiking, na ture 
study and sometimes ski areas. 

This new look for municipal rec-
reation complexes is being spurred 
by strengthened federal incentives 
currently in operation. Many munici-
palities are taking advantage of a 
state grant-in-aid program adminis-
tered by the Bureau of Outdoor 
Recreation, U.S. Dept. of Interior, 
or the Legacy of Parks Program di-
rected by the Dept. of Housing and 

Urban Development. 
The new Legacy of Parks Pro-

gram which became effective July 1, 
1971, replaces the former Open 
Space Land Program. Only public 
bodies are eligible for grants under 
this program although the matching 
funds may come f rom a private 
source. However, ownership of land 
acquired with program assistance 
must remain in the public bodies. 
The matching grants f rom HUD may 
cover up to 50% of project costs 
based on fair market value of 
property acquired and other eligible 
project costs. 

Among the projects eligible for 
matching grants are large city 
parks, regional parks and areawide 
recreational facilities. This includes 
development of swimming pools and 
areas devoted to picnicking, camp-
ing, hiking, fishing, hunting, nature 
study and skiing. It also includes 
land acquisition costs for sites of 
golf courses. For detailed informa-
tion on this program, wri te to 
"Legacy of Parks" in care of the 
U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban 
D e v e l o p m e n t , Washington, D.C. 
20410. 

The Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 
(U.S. Dept. of Interior) makes 
grants f rom the Land and Water 
Conservation Fund to states and 
through them to political subdivi-
sions and other units of states for 
planning, acquisition and develop-
ment of public outdoor recreation 
areas and facilities including golf 
courses. 

Pr ime importance is attached to 
projects in areas where concentra-
tions of people live. Projects must 
be available for use by the general 
public. Development of basic rather 
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than elaborate facilities is favored 
and projects furnishing a broad 
range of outdoor recreation uses and 
experiences are preferred. Funds 
apportioned to the states under this 
program finance 50% of total al-
lowable project costs on a matching 
basis. 

This program became operational 
in 1965. Since its inception through 
1971, $503 million were approved 
for 50% matching grants. Grants 
have helped to finance such diverse 
projects as multipurpose metropoli-
tan parks, picnic areas, camp-
grounds, bicycling paths, swim-
ming pools and golf courses. 

Rogers C. B. Morton, Secretary of 
the Interior, has announced the dis-
tribution of $255 million appropriat-
ed by Congress for fiscal year 1972 
grants to states and their cities and 
counties under the BOR Land and 
Water Conservation Fund program. 

This year's appropriation provides 
the largest amount of money for 
grants to states in the history of the 
program. "With apportionment of 
these funds, we will have provided 

more than three quarters of a bil-
lion dollars in Federal funds," Sec-
retary Morton said. "When mated 
with an equal amount of state and 
local money, this means an invest-
ment of over $1.5 billion for pres-
ervation of needed outdoor recrea-
tion areas and for development of 
facilities to service public needs." 

In order to speed up action on re-
quests for grants, regional offices of 
the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation 
may now review and approve grant-
in-aid projects involving public 
parks, open space and recreation 
lands and waters. Regional offices 
are located in Philadelphia, Pa. 
(Northeast region); Atlanta, Ga. 
(Southeast); Ann Arbor, Mich. 
(Lake Central); Denver, Colo. (Mid-
Continent); Seattle, Wash. (Pacific 
Northwest) a n d San Francisco, 
Calif. (Pacific Southwest). 

During the decade ending in 1970, 
municipal golf courses increased in 
the nation by almost 48%. The 
Maryland National Capital Park and 
Planning Commission's municipal 
golf development program illustrates 
what is happening in many com-
munities. 

The Commission, which is largely 
responsible for parks and outdoor 
recreation facilities for Montgomery 
and Prince Georges Counties (Wash-
ington, D.C. suburbs), operated only 
one 9 hole golf course in 1960. Today 
it owns and operates 72 holes of golf 
(six courses—two 18's and four 9's) 
and plans to begin construction 
soon of a third 9 at its Northwest 
Park Golf Course. 

Frank Rubini, commission direc-
tor, says, "our goal is to have an 
18 hole municipal golf course for 
every 30,000 people living in the 
two counties concerned. Three more 
18 hole facilities are on the drawing 
board on which construction will be-
gin within three years." 

Northwest Park Golf Course, 
which opened for play in 1964, had 
55,540 rounds played on its 18 hole 
layout during the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1971. N e e d w o o d Golf 
Course, also 18 holes (opened in 
September 1969), had 55,763 rounds 
during the same period. 

The Commission's four 9 hole golf 
course operations — Sligo, Paint 
Branch, Oxon Run and Hensen Creek 
—each served from 65,000 to 74,000 
customers during the same fiscal 
year. 

Sixty-two powered golf cars are 
maintained at each of the 18 hole 
operations. Golf professionals are 
responsible for the cars and either 
own or lease them. The Commission 
receives 10% of the gross income 
from the cars. 

While municipal golf courses still 
comprise less than 15% of the na-
tion's 10,400-plus golfing facilities, 
they handle about 45% of the coun-
try's golf play. Municipal golf con-
tinues to expand its role in the 
American golf scene as alert com-
munities provide more and better 
facilities for their residents. 

In order to better serve golf 
course planning groups, the National 
Golf Foundation recently reorgan-
ized its golf facility development 
services. Buddie Johnson of Liver-
more, Calif., is responsible for 7 
west coast region states; George 
Kerr, of Richardson, Texas, has 10 
west central area states; Larry 
Smith of the Chicago headquarters 
office is responsible for 7 north cen-
tral states; Fred Stewart, Nashville, 
Tenn., serves 7 south central states; 
Harry Eckhoff will continue to cov-
er the 17 states on the eastern sea-
board from his Arlington, Va., of-
fice. 

Facility development consultants 
are available to any golf course 
planning group for assistance with 
the development of needed golf 
courses in their respective areas. 

NEW2 cycle BLOWER 
POWERFUL & LIGHTWEIGHT 

* 180 MPH AIRBLAST 
* WEIGHS ONLY 50 LBS. 
* NO CRANKCASE TO OIL 
* BLOWS AT ANY ANGLE 
* EASY TO MANEUVER 
* EASY TO TRANSPORT 
L I G H T W E I G H T V E R S A T I L E H O S E K I T : S n a p s o n 
b l o w e r o u t l e t f o r c l e a n i n g o u t p l a n t b e d s , 
a r o u n d s t e p s a n d h a r d t o g e t a t s p o t s . 

VANDERMOLEN CORP. 
1 1 9 D o r s a A v e . , L i v i n g s t o n , N . J . 0 7 0 3 9 
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LAKESHORE GOLF CAR & TRUCKSTER TIRES 
First Qual i ty Ny lon Tubeless 

SIZE PLY TREAD 1-2 3-5 6-11 
12 OR 
MORE 

*8.00x6 4 Rib $13.50 $12.00 $10.75 $ 9.75 
18x850-8 2 Traction 12.50 11.00 9.75 8.75 
18x950-8 4 Traction 14.25 13.75 12.50 11.25 
15x600-6 2 Traction 11.00 9.50 8.50 7.50 
16x750-8 2 Traction 12.50 11.00 9.75 8.75 
18x850-8 4 Rib 14.50 13.00 11.75 10.50 
18x950-8 4 Rib 15.25 13.75 12.50 11.25 

*Takes tube. Request quote on tires not listed. Tires can be assorted for quantity discounts. 

M a i n Street 

C a l l E d W i l l i a m s c o l l e c t - ( 6 1 4 ) 4 3 7 - 7 3 3 7 

LAKESHORE EQUIPMENT & SUPPLY CO. 
B L O O M I N G B U R G , O H I O 43106 
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