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The American Sod Producers As-
sociation has become a mature, well
established, industry oriented or-
ganization. Established at Lansing,

Mich., only five years ago with a
skeleton group of producers, mem-
bership is now nationwide, and in-
cludes an impressive group of Cana-
dians. The ASPA '72 conference and
field day, just concluded at Anaheim,

Tobias Grether

Ralph Daily

American Sod Producers Assn.
Stages California Sod Blast

Calif., Feb. 21-24, pulled more than
300 persons, the majority being
growers.

Few organizations can boast the
educational program put together
for this session by Executive Secre-
tray Henry Indyk, Rutgers Univer-
sity. Featured on this program were
three of the best known turfgrass
plant breeders in the industry: Dr.
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Dr. Henry Indyk

Dave Austin

Mel Hansen

Victor Younger, University of Cali-
fornia, Riverside; Dr. Glenn W. Bur-
ton, Georgia Costal Plains Experi-
ment Station, Tifton, Ga.; and Dr. C.
Reed Funk, Rutgers, New Bruns-
wick, N. J.

Supplementing their discussions
on plant breeding and new varieties
were other national leaders in cul-
ture and management of cultivated
sod. These included Dr. James
Beard, Michigan State, East Lansing,
Donald Juchartz, Wayne County,
Mich.,, and Tobias Grether, presi-
dent of the association and of Cal-
Turf, Inc., Camarillo, Calif., host to
the event.

Dr. Younger reviewed physiology
of the sod plant and briefly dis-
cussed the problem of moving sod
in hot weather. He said this is a
difficult situation at best, and sug-
gested good seedbeds and optimum
soil management to encourage quick
knitting in of newly installed sod.
Maybe, he stated, this is the time to
also start a disease control program.
The obvious out, of course, he said,
is to push as many sod sales during
the spring and fall months as is pos-
sible.

Both growers and guests were
treated to a brief history of warm
temperature grass development by
Dr. Burton. He reminded the group

(continued on page 56)
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that in 1936, in the south, most
lawns were swept daily because they
had no grass. The only grass prev-
alent at the time was carpet grass
which had been spread largely by
cattle. The next improvement came
with the introduction of centipede
grass from China, which, he stated,

Bob Scagnetti, sales manager for Toro’s
institutional products, demonstrates
gang mower.

is still a good one for the South.
Then came St. Augustine or
“Charleston grass” as it was gener-
ally known at the time. In 1946, a
breeding program was started for
bermudas with selections from golf
courses and other areas. Almost 100
bermudas were evaluated in 1947.
From these came Tifton 57, which
eventually became Tiflawn. Next was
Tifgreen 328 which is today the most
popular hybrid for golf greens in
the South. Tifway bermuda, another
in the chain proved to have frost
tolerance which made it attractive
as a lawngrass. Another selection
out of Tifgreen, Tifdwarf became the
best and is now being used on
greens. Burton listed 18 varieties of
improved bermudagrasses, not one
of which was available in 1936.

Looking ahead, he expects exciting
developments for St. Augustine re-
search now being done in Florida.
Right now, Burton said, a total of
$10 million is needed to solve warm
season turfgrass problems and to
develop new varieties and manage-
ment programs.

Dr. Funk pointed to the need for
breeding disease resistance into new
turf grasses. He also said wear toler-
ance is a factor which needs more
study, especially where grasses are

Fumigation, an expensive procedure
for sod producers, is in use on Cal-Turf.

being used on athletic fields. With
restrictions on chemical use, Funk
said insect resistance is becoming a
greater factor in the quest for new
varieties. No one grass today, Funk
stated, serves all purposes. For this
reason, he believes that blends have
a place in improving performance.
The approach to research today in-
(continued on page 58)
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NEW FROM PURDUE UNIVERSITY
SO0DCO KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS

U.S. Plant Patent 839-731,2,3,4

Dr. W. H. Daniel, Purdue University, devoted 15 years of breeding, observation
and comparison of bluegrass selections before the release of SODCO in 1967.
Each of the four lines that make up SODCO were granted patents during 1972.
SODCO has exceptional eye appeal due to its firm texture and very dark green

SODCO KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS has outstanding disease resistance and has re-
ceived superior disease ratings in tests from major universities and turf organ-
izations for:

—STRIPE AND FLAG SMUT RESISTANCE —LEAFSPOT RESISTANCE
—POWDERY MILDEW RESISTANCE —STEM AND LEAF RUST RESISTANCE

SODCO is a dwarf type variety with low growth profile and slower rate of leaf
extension. Shade studies and greenhouse tests have proven SODCO to have
SUPERIOR SHADE TOLERANCE over other bluegrass varieties.

For information and pricing, write or call:
Agricultural Alumni Seed Improvement Association, Inc.
P.O. Box 158, ROMNEY, INDIANA 47981 / (317) 538-3145
SODCO KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS IS PREFERRED BY THOSE WHO KNOW TURF

Distributor Territories Available
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16", 187, 24",

been in use for 3 years.

Tel. (416) 476-2442

This harvester is redesigned and has

BROUWER TURF EQUIPMENT LTD.

R.R. 1, Keswick, Ontario, Canada

BROUWER SOD HARVESTER

Will cut, roll and load on pallets up
to 1300 sq. yds. per hour with the
help of 2 or 3 men. Available in
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cludes three methods, namely, se-
lection, mutation, and finally, hy-
bridization, he stated.

Juchartz told growers that record-
keeping and intensive management
study is a must for business success.
He said a grower must know oper-
ational costs and predetermine his
profit. In short, he said, the success-
ful grower today sets a profit goal
and then prices accordingly. He

When all other methods
of establishing
CROWNVETCH fail,
use our pot-grown plants.

OR — USE THEM FIRST

Penngift or Emerald varieties
fully inoculated
in 2% in. plastic pots
15¢ each ...per 100 or more
12'2¢ each ... per 1000 or more

F.O.B., Nursery packing at cost. Best way
to ship United Parcel Service or Bus.
Minimum order of 120 plants.

PLANTS FOR YOU, INC.
R.R. 3, URBANA, ILLINOIS 61801
Telephone 217/367-7905
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used information adapted from Co-
operative Extension Services at
Massachusetts and New York in
showing the effect of pricing on prof-
its. For example, Juchartz said: To
obtain the same gross income, a
price increase of 3% means that only
90% of the original volume has to
be sold to bring in the same gross
income. With increases of 5%, only
83.5% of the original volume of sod
has to be sold; with 7% % only 77%
volume; with 10% only 71%; with
15% only 65%; and with a 20% in-
crease in price, only 58% of the

original volume will produce the
same gross.

This is well and good, Juchartz
said, be he suggested that the group
also consider the effect on gross in-
come of a price cut. A 3% price cut
requires an additional 13.6% of orig-
inal volume to produce the same
gross income. But a 5% price cut
requires that 25% more volume be
sold; 7Y¥4% requires 43% more; 10%
requires 67% more; 15% requires
150% more; and finally, a 20% price
cut requires that an additional

(continued on page 64)

Prior to field demonstrations crowd inspects equipment. Nunes sod harvester is in
foreground.
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400% volume of sod be sold to gain
the same gross income.

Besides an intensive educational
program, growers toured University
of California research plots and one
ranch of host Tobias Grether. Tours
included a look at test plots of U. S.
Borax, Elanco, Tuco Upjohn and
others. A major exhibit and field
day was also held on the Grether
ranch where in addition to late mod-
els of more or less standard equip-
ment, several new items were intro-
ducd. Toro displayed a hydro-mulch-
er, Grether demonstrated his cus-
tom-built, 12-foot flail mower for
clipping sod, John Nunes demon-
strated his new model harvester
which includes a sod cutter and sod
folding mechanism, and Ransomme
demonstrated a new sod slitter at-
tachment for their mower.

Headquarters for the session was
Disneyland Hotel, adjacent to
Disneyland, and this attraction
proved worthy in that more families
accompanied growers than at any
previous meeting.

Next major event will be a sum-
mer meeting hosted by the Ontario,
Canada, Nursery Sod Growers July
10-12.

New sod harvester model manufactured by John Nunes features sod cutter,

Raised gangs on the new slitter units demonstrated by Ransomme.

SPRAY NOZZLES
AND ACCESSORIES

Over 800 ’ \
INTERCHANGEABLE SPRAY TIP TYPES AND CAPACITIES...
tapered edge, even and wide angle flat spray . . .
hollow and full cone . . . disc type hollow and full
cone . . . and flow regulators. The most complete
line for spraying herbicides, insecticides, fungi-
cides and liquid fertilizers. All materials . . . brass,
aluminum, stainless steel and Nylon. wiTy,
Dependable delivery. For complete in-
formation on spray nozzles, spray guns
and accessories write for Catalog 35.

SPRAYING SYSTEMS CO.
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3241 Randolph Street / Bellwood,

ADVANCED RESEARCH, ENGINEERING, PRODUCTION
FOR BETTER SPRAY NOZZLE DESIGN AND PERFORMANCE
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ltsnot justanother
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IT DOES MUCH MORE. . .IT PROVIDES TOTAL TURF AERIFICATION
... In a single pass, the new Howard TURF-QUAKER will completely
relieve compaction, remove excess thatch, and open the soil for water
and nutrients. It uses a unique auger-like blade pattern that slices into
compacted turf, rapidly moving it from side to side with a firm shaking
action that loosens it down to the roots. The turf is left completely open

to all the water and nutrients it needs. - w

TURF-QUAKERS are available in
tractor-mounted and hand operated
models. For complete information
write: HOWARD ROTAVATOR CO., INC.

Dept. 366, Harvard, Illinois 60033

A Member of the Rotary Hoes Group of Companies
HOWARD
ROTAVATOR
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