
Grade Changes Affect 
Adjacent Tree Growth 

Changing grade levels during con-
struction can damage established 
trees. The in jury causes short an-
nual twig growth, smaller and few-
er leaves, early leaf drop, leaf 
scorch and an unhealthy appear-
ance. These characteristics appear 
gradually and are noticed two or 
three years af ter construction. 

Gerald E. Draheim, Michigan 
State University extension hor t i cu l -
tural agent, offers these tips on pre-
paring your landscape plans to 
avoid possible damage to trees you 
wish to save: 

Try to avoid any change in grade 
level around trees that are to re-
main. If a change is necessary and 
fill is needed, provided rock or tile 
drainge at the original ground level 
before fill is added. 

If the fill needed should be more 
than one foot deep, build tree wells 
before excavation begins. Any ex-
cavations to lower the grade levels 
should be started as far f rom the 
tree as possible to avoid root dam-
age. Maintain the original grade 
level near the t runk of the tree. 

Cuts twice as fast as most lawn tractors, 
hugs the ground for hillside safety 

NATIONAL 68-inch Triplex 
M o w s a 68- inch s w a t h a t speeds up to 
4 mi les per hour, a half acre in 15 minutes . 

I t ' s a turf -profess ional t y p e mower , 
w i t h three powered, f ree - f loat ing reels 
t h a t fo l low ground contour . I t shears 
g r a s s c l e a n l y ; d o e s n ' t l e a v e u n s i g h t l y 
4 ' t ip burn" as rotaries o f t e n do. 

R e d u c e s tr imming t ime because the 
reels reach out over curbs, up to obstruc-
t ions and in other hard-to-cut places. 

Bui l t to l a s t — w i t h T i m k e n bearings, 
a u t o m o t i v e - t y p e transmiss ion and a lip 
on the cutter bar to take years of wear. 

D o your lawn job in about half the 
t ime a n d d o i t b e t t e r w i t h t h e a l l -
m o w e r mower, the N a t i o n a l Triplex. 

Other mode l s f rom 25 to 84- inch cut. 

Write for information. 

A 52 page Special ty Va lve cata log descr ib ing the specif icat ions, per fo rmance 
charts and ins ta l la t ion d i a g r a m s fo r more than 250 models of Rain Bird valves is 
now ava i l ab l e . Rain Bird special ty valves are des igned to control l iqu ids in a l l 
types of p u m p i n g plants where regu la t ion of f l o w , pressure and surges is requ i red. 
For more deta i ls , circle (726) on the rep ly card. 

660 Raymond Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55114 
Phone: 612/646-4079 


