
NEW PESTICIDE BILLS were int roduced in both houses of Congress Feb. 10. They are H.R. 
4152 and S.745. The Senate Bill is essential ly an upda t ing of previous 
acts to under l ine the responsibi l i t ies of the Admin is t ra to r of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. There are some new provisions, however . The 
EPA admin is t ra tor has the power to classify usage of a pesticide, upon 
registrat ion. He may designate it for "genera l use/ ' fo r "restr icted use 
on ly / 7 or for "use by permi t on ly . " The restricted use classif icat ion is de f ined 
to cover any mater ia l that " i f used w i thou t restrict ion could cause in jury 
to the app l ica tor , or w h e n care is needed in its app l ica t ion to protect the 
env i ronment . " Restricted pesticides could be used "on l y by or under the 
direct supervision of app roved pesticide app l ica tors . " Permit-only pesticides 
could be used by anyone " w h o has a license issued by the state in wh ich 
such operat ions are conducted, upon the basis of a demonst ra t ion of his 
competence in the use and other hand l ing and know ledge of the toxic i ty 
and ant idotes of the pesticides invo lved, according to s tandards approved 
or prescribed by the Admin is t ra to r . " Pesticides in this category w i l l be made 
ava i lab le on ly w i t h app rova l , in w r i t i ng , for the amoun t and type of ar-
ticle for each par t icu lar app l ica t ion, of an app roved pest management 
consultant (presumably a designated state or area federa l of f ic ia l ) . The 
EPA admin is t ra tor also has the power to change the classif icat ion of a 
pesticide by 30-days' pr ior notice in the Federal Register. The bi l l does not 
bar states f rom enact ing more restrictive regulat ions. 

URBAN TRAVEL CAN BE EXPECTED TO INCREASE 75% by 1990, predicts F. C. Turner, Fed-
eral H i g h w a y Admin is t ra to r , g iven a 50% increase in u rban popula t ion. 
Heavy add i t i ona l demands for h i g h w a y t ranspor ta t ion w i l l develop—and 
be met w i t h increasing ef f ic iency and m in ima l crises . . . i f . Address ing the 
50th meet ing of the H i g h w a y Research Board, he contended that long-range 
h i g h w a y p lann ing had been reasonably accurate, except fo r pr ivate de-
ve lopment that fo l l owed . "The publ ic expects us to p lan h ighways prop-
er ly , but it refuses to w o r k w i t h us by adv is ing us of its p lans," he charged, 
ci t ing as examples a sports arena, shopping center, or hotel-motel com-
plex that is bui l t a f ter the h i g h w a y is f in ished. He asked for and fore-
sees a publ ic agency that w o u l d coordinate and in tegrate the total land 
deve lopment as a par t of h i g h w a y p lann ing . Turner sees no great change in 
the physical appearance of h ighways nor in the vehicles that t rave l them 
by 1990. The b ig change w i l l be in how h ighways are p lanned, " w i t h in-
creased at tent ion g iven to social and env i ronmenta l factors." 

"FANTASTIC FUTURE" is predicted for the nursery industry by Robert F. Lederer, execu-
t ive vice-president of the Amer ican Associat ion of Nurserymen. But it may 
not be real ized by those w h o cont inue to " d o business in the same o ld w a y 
because 'this is the w a y w e have a lways done i t ' . " N e w corporat ions are 
enter ing the industry w i t h new concepts, he to ld the A l l i ed Hort icu l tura l 
Trades Congress. "They see the t remendous fu tu re and are either go ing to 



share it or take it over. Citing a recent survey indicating people would most 
like to spend their "discretionary income" on home improvement, Lederer 
interpreted this desire in terms of nursery stock sales. "The nursery industry 
is getting only $2 billion of the $17 billion a year earmarked for home 
improvement. A great deal more is available if we only learn to speak 
up for our share." 

REVEGETATION TECHNIQUES now under study may make possible the reclamation of 
250,000 acres of strip mining spoil banks in Virginia and West Virginia 
and similarly devastated areas throughout the nation, says USDA. Two 
methods are being explored: (1) using plants that can tolerate the toxicity 
present from excess amounts of minerals and soil acidity; and (2) neutral-
izing the acidity of the soil through fertility management. In the first year, 
best results with plants after soil fertility treatments came from weeping 
lovegrass and tufcote bermudagrass. Mulch is extremely important, re-
searchers found, to prevent loss of moisture and formation of a hard crust 
that is nearly impossible for young seedlings to break through. 

A CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY may be causing undue concern regarding pesticide resi-
dues, according to an article by three Wisconsin soil scientists in a recent 
issue of Pesticides Monitoring Journal. The trio, B. E. Frazier, G. Chesters, 
and G. B. Lee, found "apparent" residues of chlorinated hydrocarbon pes-
ticides in soil sealed since 1909-1911, some 35 years before chlorinated 
hydrocarbons were discovered. Though the gas chromatograph can detect 
to parts per billion, the device cannot necessarily distinguish pesticides 
from compounds in nature each and every time. Confirmatory testing should 
follow before statements are released, the scientists advised. 

ELEGANT TOOLS BUT POOR CRAFTSMEN . . . that's how an industry researcher describes 
"a weak link" in the safe use of pesticides. Dr. Julius E. Johnson, vice-pres-
ident and director of research and development for Dow Chemical Co., has 
called for more training of pesticide applicators. Though not wishing to 
discredit "those competent professionals who do a good job," he urged 
training in agricultural schools leading to the granting of professional 
licenses. Two categories should then be used to classify agricultural chemi-
cals: those for licensed professionals only and those for non-professionals. 

HORTICULTURAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE wants to research the theory that man is genetical-
ly programmed to "warm, humid air, green growing plants, and the 
presence of warm-blooded animals." The project has been okayed, but 
delayed, because of the lack of a particular kind of green stuff—money. 




