
USDA Announces 

Measures to Prevent 

Parathion Mishaps 
T h e U.S. D e p a r t m e n t of Agr icul -

t u r e has announced n e w measu re s 
des igned to p r e v e n t accident ia l hu -
m a n poisonings f r o m the h ighly 
toxic pes t ic ide pa ra th ion . 

Measures inc lude a con ta iner label 
subs tan t ia l ly a l t e red to emphas ize 
sa fe ty factors , special tags on all 
pa r a th ion conta iners to w a r n cus-
tomer s of t h e dangers involved in 
t h e use of t he chemical , r ecord ing of 
p a r a t h i o n sales by dealers , e l iminat -
ing glass pa r a th ion containers , and 
jo in t act ion by U S D A and the s tates 
to avoid p a r a t h i o n in jur ies . 

These steps a r e be ing t a k e n w i th 
t he coopera t ion of t h e pest ic ide in-
dus t ry and as p a r t of t he na t ion-
wide pest ic ide-use m a n a g e m e n t pro-
g r a m be ing developed jo in t ly by 
U S D A and s ta te agencies. 

Dr . Ned D. Bayley, Di rec tor of 
Science and Educat ion , said the n e w 
p a r a t h i o n label wi l l f e a t u r e a 
large, bold, r ed stop-sign w i t h skul l -
and-crossbones to indicate t he h igh 
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toxic i ty of t he p roduc t . Sma l l 
s i lhouet tes—an innova t ion in sa fe ty 
fo r pest ic ide labels—wil l a p p e a r on 
the label to g raph ica l ly i l lus t ra te 
t ha t t h e chemical can be l e tha l if 
consumed, inhaled, or spil led on t he 
skin. 

M a n u f a c t u r e r s wi l l ask dea le rs to 
m a k e sure t h a t eve ry p u r c h a s e r of 
t he pest icide k n o w s t h e danger s in-
volved in its use. Dealers a re to 
keep records of w h o b u y s the m a -
te r ia l and to have the p u r c h a s e r 
sign a ca rd indica t ing he is a w a r e 
of t he sa fe ty r equ i r emen t s . 

T h e comple ted ca rds wi l l be fo r -
w a r d e d by the dea le r to a desig-
na t ed s ta te off ic ia l w h o wi l l also 
keep a record of such purchases . 

A n o t h e r s tep to combat accidents 
wi l l be the r e q u i r e m e n t t h a t all 
pa r a th ion labels r e c o m m e n d t h e 
post ing of f ie lds t r e a t e d w i t h t he 
chemica l fo r crop protec t ion . T h e 
p lacards fo r post ing the t r ea t ed 
f ie lds wi l l be m a d e ava i lab le by 
pest ic ide m a n u f a c t u r e r s to dea le rs 
fo r f r e e d i s t r ibu t ion to p a r a t h i o n 
purchase rs . 

P a r a t h i o n is t h e f i r s t pest ic ide in-
c luded in the m e m o r a n d u m of un -
de r s t and ing signed b y the U.S. De-
p a r t m e n t of Agr i cu l tu r e and s ta te 
r egu la to ry agencies to avoid inci-
dents of poisoning w i t h h igh ly toxic 
pesticides. I n addi t ion to t he spe-
cific m e a s u r e s out l ined above, t he 
m e m o r a n d u m as it re la tes to p a r a -
th ion r e c o m m e n d s t h a t : 

—Phys ic ians t h r o u g h ap p ro p r i a t e 
associations be m a d e a w a r e of a reas 
in the i r s ta te w h e r e p a r a t h i o n is 
l ikely to be used. E f f o r t s wi l l be 
m a d e to acqua in t doctors w i t h tes ts 
fo r p a r a t h i o n poisoning and to en-
courage t h e m to have t he app ropr i -
a te tes ts made . 

— T h e s ta te coopera te w i t h pes-
t icide m a n u f a c t u r e r s , dealers , and 
o thers to develop an educa t iona l 
p r o g r a m to acqua in t t he concerned 
pubic w i t h p rob lems associated w i t h 
t he use of th is chemical . 

Shaw Heads Florida 

Spraymen's Association 
J o s e p h C. S h a w of S h a w N u r -

sery and Landscape Co., S o u t h 
Miami, is t h e n e w pres iden t of t h e 
Hor t i cu l t u r a l S p r a y m e n ' s Associa-
t ion of Flor ida . O the r of f icers i n -
clude t h r ee reg iona l v ice-pres idents : 
Ea r l W a l d e r m a n , P o r t Orange ; Cra ig 
Anderson , Fo r t Laude rda l e ; and 
Wal t e r Fe rguson of W i n t e r Haven . 
Direc tors at l a rge a re J o e Trapp , 
Cape Coral ; J o h n Abbot t , Miami ; 
L a r r y Hatcher , L a k e W o r t h ; and 
L a r r y Nipp, F o r t Laude rda le . 

Illinois Study Tells How 

To Improve Pesticide Labels 
A two-yea r s tudy on the adequacy 

of pest ic ide labels, sponsored by the 
U.S. D e p a r t m e n t of Agr icu l ture , re-
veals how the comprehens ion and 
legibi l i ty of these labels can be im-
proved . 

T h e s tudy, conducted by com-
munica t ions scientists of the Uni-
vers i ty of Illinois, Urbana , u n d e r 
cont rac t to USDA's Agr icu l tu ra l Re-
search Service, was designed to 
m e a s u r e the adequacy of regis tered 
pest ic ide labels and es tabl ish guide-
l ines fo r m a k i n g these labels more 
e f fec t ive in communica t ing use and 
p r e c a u t i o n a r y i n fo rma t ion to the 
user . 

Nea r ly 350 pest icide labels w e r e 
ana lyzed fo r fac tors a f fec t ing legi-
bi l i ty and comprehens ib i l i ty . 

The s tudy poin ted out t ha t whi le 
today ' s pest ic ide labels a re f a r f r o m 
ideal, po ten t ia l as we l l as ac tua l 
pest ic ide users genera l ly u n d e r s t a n d 
mos t label t e r m s in common use. 
However , t he read ing-ease score of 
t h e labels (57.03—fairly d i f f icul t to 
r ead ) could be improved since only 
those w i t h at least 10 yea r s of fo r -
m a l educa t ion a re able to compre-
h e n d the ave rage pest ic ide label. 

Suggest ions fo r improv ing pest i-
cide labels inc luded: improv ing 
the i r legibi l i ty; p r in t i ng precau t ion-
a r y i n fo rma t ion and direct ions for 
use in 11-point type, regard less of 
label size; us ing color combinat ions 
r ang ing f r o m black-on-ye l low to 
b lack-on-whi te ; tes t ing label mes-
sages fo r r ead ing ease; and includ-
ing in fo rma t ion about p rope r pes-
t icide s torage and disposal of emp ty 
conta iners . 

The Il l inois scientists r e c o m m e n d -
ed re t a in ing " P O I S O N - D A N G E R " 
and the skul l and crossbones w a r n -
ings p r in t ed in red fo r h ighly toxic 
pesticides. 

Pes t ic ide labels c u r r e n t l y in use 
and n e w labels being submi t t ed a re 
now being checked fo r inadequacies 
po in ted out by the Ill inois s tudy. 
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