
operat ion. I ts faci l i t ies include the 
27-hole Gal loping Hill course at 
K e n i l w o r t h and the 18-hole Ash 
Brook layout at Scotch Plains . Ac-
cording to George Cron, Gene ra l 
Supe r in t enden t , G a l l o p i n g Hill 
serves about 85,000 p layers a yea r ; 
Ash Brook averages 60,000 annual ly . 

Gal loping Hill Golf Course ma in -
ta ins a f lee t of 30 powered cars; 
Ash Brook has 25. Ren ta l fees a re 
$8 fo r 18 holes; $4 for 9. Union 
County has a special g reen fee 
schedule for county res iden ts w h o 
annua l ly qua l i fy fo r a golf ident i -
f icat ion card. This f ee is only about 
half t he a m o u n t charged non-res i -
den t p layers . Green fees for out-of-
county p layers for 18 holes a re 
$4 w eek d ay s ; $6.50 w e e k e n d s and 
hol idays. 

Increased Maintenance Costs 

Like most expenses , those fo r 
course m a i n t e n a n c e a re increasing, 
so some munic ipa l i t i es a re ra is ing 
green fees. At lan ta , Ga., th is yea r 
increased its 9-hole w e e k d a y r a t e 
f r o m $1 to $1.50 and 9-hole w e e k e n d 
ra t e f r o m $1.50 to $2. E igh teen-ho le 
w e e k d a y r a t e w e n t f r o m $2 to $3; 
w e e k e n d and hol iday rate , $3 to $4. 

Ashevil le , N.C., ra ised its a n n u a l 
res iden t season p e r m i t f r o m $80 to 
$100. Fees w e r e also upped this yea r 
at the eight Denver , Colo., munic ipa l 
golf operat ions . As s ta ted previous-
ly, Mi lwaukee County p lans to raise 
its g reen fees 33%% n e x t yea r— 
f r o m $2 to $3 fo r 18 holes. The p re -
vai l ing r a t e at m a n y mid-At lan t i c 
mun ic ipa l courses fo r 18 holes is $3 
week d ay s ; $4 w e e k e n d s and holi-
days; a f t e r 5 p.m.—$2 any day. 

Main tenance costs increased about 

6% last year . Over the past 15 yea r s 
they h a v e increased 85% .Findings 
of a na t ionwide su rvey of 75 r e p r e -
sen ta t ive courses r evea l ma in t e -
nance costs ave raged $4,577 per hole 
of which $2,824 was fo r sa lar ies and 
wages and $1,753 fo r all o ther ex-
penses. Range for an 18-hole layout 
was f r o m about $60,000 to m o r e 
than $100,000. 

Golf Course Planning 

W h e n should a munic ipa l i ty con-
sider the deve loment of publ ic golf 
courses? A n acceptable ya rds t i ck 
fo r dai ly fee and mun ic ipa l courses 
is one 18-hole opera t ion fo r eve ry 
20,000 to 25,000 persons. City and 
t o w n off icials consider ing the de-
ve lopmen t of a munic ipa l golf 
course o f t en appoin t a cit izens com-
mi t t ee to m a k e a deta i led s tudy fo r 
such a p ro jec t a long wi th specific 
r ecommenda t ions for its accomplish-
ment—if the p ro jec t is deemed 
feasible . 

Inc luded in the s tudy wil l be com-
ple te jus t i f ica t ion fo r the need and 
des i rabi l i ty of a golf course for the 
a rea ; suggested sites along w i th ex-
pected land acquisi t ion and course 
cons t ruc t ion costs; suggested m e t h -
ods of f inanc ing the en t i r e p ro jec t 
and es t imated opera t ing income and 
expenses fo r t he p l anned facil i t ies. 

M a n y munic ipa l i t ies developing 
golf faci l i t ies a re t ak ing a d v a n t a g e 
of a s ta te g ran t - in -a id p r o g r a m ad-
min i s t e red by the B u r e a u of Out-
door Recreat ion, U.S. D e p a r t m e n t 
of In te r ior . U n d e r this p rog ram, 
local g o v e r n m e n t s m a y submi t re-
ques ts to the i r respec t ive s ta te of-
fices fo r ou t r igh t g ran t s to acqu i re 

or develop u rgen t ly needed publ ic 
ou tdoor rec rea t ion facil i t ies. 

Most exis t ing munic ipa l g o l f 
courses w e r e f inanced by genera l 
obl igat ion bonds issued by the mu-
nic ipal i ty concerned or by genera l 
budge t allocations. In recent years , 
cities and count ies hav ing legal 
au tho r i t y to do so have f inanced 
m a n y munic ipa l courses t h r o u g h the 
issuance of r e v e n u e bonds which a re 
payab le f r o m the ne t income re-
ceived f r o m the opera t ion of the 
golf course. 

Such ne t income can be and o f ten 
is subs tant ia l . Munic ipa l golf courses 
can be p ro f i t ab le if real ist ic green 
fees a re charged and the facil i t ies 
a re p rope r ly managed . Actual ly , 
golf course r evenues can and f r e -
quen t ly do go a long w a y toward 
p rov id ing the f r e e recrea t ion facili-
ties for communi t i e s since the golf 
course usua l ly is the largest reve-
nue -p roduc ing un i t in a recrea t ion 
p rog ram. 

And this is bu t one of the ways 
in which a golf course benef i t s a 
communi ty . T h e r e a re m a n y others . 
Golf faci l i t ies s t imula te civic pr ide 
and c rea te n e w business; t hey beau-
t i fy and p re se rve open space and 
increase p r o p e r t y va lues in sur-
round ing areas ; they a t t rac t new in-
dus t ry , tour is ts and convent ions and 
— p e r h a p s most impor t an t — they 
prov ide hea l th fu l , en joyab le recrea-
t ion fo r all age groups. 

It is d o u b t f u l tha t the na t ion wil l 
ever have suff ic ient munic ipa l golf 
courses to mee t t he cons tant grow-
ing need. It is cer ta in tha t munic ipa l 
golf wi l l p lay an increasing role in 
the overa l l Amer i can golf scene in 
the years ahead . 

TURF INSECTS 
AN AEROCCOCC1D SCALE 

(Eriococcus carolinae) 
M A R Y L A N D : Ligh t in fes ta t ion on beachgrass nea r 
Ocean City, Worces te r County . This is a n e w s ta te 
record. 

A MARCH FLY 
(Dilophus orbatus) 

C A L I F O R N I A : L a r v a e 1,000 per squa re y a r d in one-
e igh th acre of Lippia sp. and grass sod in n u r s e r y at 
Oakland , A l a m e d a County . L a r v a e 15 per squa re foot 
in some l awns and u p to thousands along wa lks and 
d r i veways at Sacramento , S a c r a m e n t o County ; 50 pe r 
squa re ya rd at Fresno, F resno County . Adu l t s heavy in 
some l awns at Madera , Madera County . 

INSECTS OF ORNAMENTALS 
A CONIFER APHID 
(Cinara tujafilina) 

O K L A H O M A : Counts and colony size increased on 

a r b o r v i t a e in P a y n e Coun ty past 21 days. Up to 25 
aphids pe r colony. 

YUCCA PLANT BUG 
(Halticotoma valida) 

M I S S I S S I P P I : Modera te to h e a v y on yucca p lan ts in 
Montgomery , Choctaw, and Ok t ibbeha Counties. 

TREE INSECTS 
ELM LEAF BEETLE 

(Pyrrhalta luteola) 
K A N S A S : O v e r w i n t e r i n g adul t s found u n d e r f i rewood 
at roads ide p a r k n o r t h of Syracuse , Hami l ton County, 
and same location in p a r k at Tr ibune , Greeley County. 
These a re n e w coun ty records. Now occurs s ta tewide. 

OBSCURE SCALE 
(Melanaspis obscura) 

A L A B A M A : Dominan t scale species on 80% of oak 
t rees g rowing on l a w n s and s t ree ts a t A u b u r n , Lee 
County . M a n y heav i ly infes ted w i t h lower l imbs dead 
or dying. Scales on m a n y l imbs touch and over lap. 


