
V y i T H 393 n e w golf courses or 
* * addi t ions to exis t ing faci l i t ies 

in some stage of const ruct ion at 
year ' s end, 1971 should be an e x -
cel lent yea r for golf course de -
ve lopment . N G F records revea l 
t ha t 352 of t he above men t ioned 
courses a re regula t ion length f a -
cilities; 41 a re p a r - 3 or execu t ive 
type. 

New regula t ion length courses 
in the unde r - cons l ruc t i on ca te -
gory to ta l 252; addi t ions to r e g u -
lat ion courses account for 100. For 
pa r -3s t h e f igures a re 28 and 13, 
respect ively . 

Lead ing s ta tes w i t h n e w golf 
courses u n d e r cons t ruc t ion a re 
Cal i fornia , 23; Ohio, 22; Flor ida , 
19; Michigan, 18; New York and 
Pennsy lvan ia , 16; Nor th Carol ina 
and Texas, 15; Georgia, Tennessee 
and Washington , 14 each. 

Despi te the pro longed t ight 
money si tuat ion, N G F repor t s 
tha t 314 regula t ion leng th faci l i -
t ies (213 n e w ones and 101 add i -
t ions to exis t ing courses) opened 
in 1970. About 42% of these n e w 
faci l i t ies w e r e p r iva t e operat ions, 
46% semi -p r iva t e or dai ly fee and 
12% munic ipal . 

T h i r t y - e i g h t n e w p a r - 3 ope ra -
t ions (29 n e w courses and 9 add i -
t ions) also w e r e repor ted in p lay 
in 1970. The i r b r e a k d o w n by type 
was 21% pr ivate , 71% s e m i - p r i -
va te and 8%> munic ipa l . About 
one th i rd of t he new courses w e r e 
associated wi th rea l es ta te de -
ve lopments . The tota l golf course 
openings of 352 for 1970 w e r e 
about 9% less t h a n in 1969 w h e n 
397 new facil i t ies opened for play. 

The leading s tates wi th n e w 
golf course openings in 1970 w e r e 
Flor ida, 26; Texas, 24; Cal i fornia , 
21; New York, Nor th Carol ina and 
Pennsy lvan ia , each 18; Michigan, 
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16; Georgia, 14; Wash ing ton and 
Wisconsin, 13; Illinois, 12; Iowa 
and Virginia, 11; and Minnesota 
10. 

N G F records r evea l t h e r e w e r e 
10,188 golf courses in p lay in t h e 
na t ion at the end of f iscal yea r 
1970. Of these, 4619 w e r e p r iva t e 
opera t ions ; 4248 w e r e s e m i - p r i -
va te or da i l y - f ee types and 1321 
w e r e munic ipa l . 5343 w e r e 9-hole 
layouts ; 4845 w e r e 18 holes or 
more . Regula t ion leng th courses 
to ta led 9083; the r e m a i n i n g 1105 
w e r e p a r - 3 layouts . 

N G F es t imates t h e r e a re now 
9,700,000 golfers in t he Uni ted 
S ta tes w h o p lay m o r e t h a n 15 
rounds annua l ly . A n o t h e r 2,200,000 
p lay f e w e r t h a n 15 rounds — 
m a k i n g a to ta l of 11,900,000 gol f -
ers. 

T rends indica te t ha t golf f a -
cility deve lopmen t wil l cont inue 
at a fas t pace. Grea t s t r ides a re 
expec ted in housing deve lopmen t 
t h r o u g h o u t the na t ion in 1971 due 
to somewha t lower in te res t ra tes 
and m o r e m o n e y being m a d e 
avai lab le fo r mor tgages . Hous ing 
deve lopments f r e q u e n t l y inc lude 
golf courses, s w i m m i n g pools and 
o ther rec rea t ion facili t ies. Bu i ld -
ers a re sell ing e n v i r o n m e n t as 
wel l as houses — t h u s p rov id ing a 
place for one to live and play. 
P r o b a b l y a th i rd of t h e n e w golf 
courses bui l t in 1971 wil l be as-
sociated w i th housing deve lop-
m e n t s inc luding n e w p l anned 
communi t ies , h igh rise a p a r t m e n t 
and condomin ium complexes and 
vacat ion or resor t homes. 

ing such facil i t ies. The g rea te r 
Cleve land a rea has 162 holes of 
munic ipa l golf—72 holes opera ted 
by the Cleveland City D e p a r t m e n t 
of P a r k s and Recrea t ion and 90 
holes opera ted by the Cleveland 
Met ropol i tan P a r k System. 

The Cleveland City opera t ion in-
cludes two excel lent 36-hole facil i-
t ies — High land P a r k and Seneca. 
Both have comple te i r r igat ion sys-
tems. The f i r s t two Cleveland Opens 
w e r e p layed at High land P a r k in 
1964 and 1965. 

Green fees fo r 18 holes at the 
Cleve land courses a re $3 any day. 
Also ava i lab le is a season r a t e good 
for un l imi ted golf play—cost : $115 
for res idents ; $190 for non-res idents . 
Senior cit izens age 65 and over m a y 
p lay golf on Monday, Tuesday and 
T h u r s d a y unt i l 3 p.m. at t he special 
r a t e of $1 fo r 9 holes; $1.75 fo r 18. 

The six munic ipa l courses (90 
holes) opera ted by the Metropol i tan 
P a r k Sys tem are u n d e r the genera l 
supervis ion of H a r r y B u r k h a r d t , 
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t of Golf for Cleve-
land Met ropol i t an Pa rks . Like the 
Cleveland city facili t ies, they a re 
excel lent golf courses. Green fees 
on the me t ropo l i t an courses va ry 
f r o m $3 fo r 18 holes and $1.50 for 9 
to $4 for 18 and $2.25 for 9, depend-
ing on the course played. Many of 
the area indus t r ia l leagues use these 
courses and the p lay all w e e k is re-
por ted as heavy . 

Cincinnat i , Ohio, has for years en-
joyed a popu la r and successful 
munic ipa l golf operat ion. The four 
courses opera ted by the City Publ ic 
Recrea t ion Commission a re u n d e r 
t h e d i rec t supervis ion of Rober t J . 
S t rauss , Superv i sor of Golf. 

A rese rva t ion sys tem is in effect— 
a fee of 10</• pe r person is charged 
fo r a r ese rved s ta r t ing t ime. Green 
fees fo r 18 holes a re $2.60 weekdays ; 
$3.30 w e e k e n d s and holidays. No 
season ra tes a re avai lable . Golfers 
m a y ren t a set of c lubs at any of the 
courses fo r 50<t—a m a j o r induce-
m e n t for a beg inner to t ry the game. 
Las t yea r r en ta l s to ta led 15,736 sets. 

Rober t S t r aus s r epor t s tha t 14 
powered cars w e r e m a d e avai lable 
at each of the fou r courses in 1970. 
They w e r e an immedia t e success 
and the n u m b e r per course will be 
increased to 20 in 1971. Ren ta l fees 
fo r 18 holes a re $6 weekdays ; $7 
w e e k e n d s and holidays. 

Says Strauss , " P e r h a p s the most 
m e a n i n g f u l munic ipa l golf p rog rams 
w e have ini t ia ted have been the 
Men's Senior Golfers Organizat ions 
and the Women ' s Gol fe rs g roups 
f o r m e d at each of the fou r courses. 
These g roups a re g ran ted w e e k d a y 
m o r n i n g s t a r t ing t ime reserva t ions 


