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The Cover 
Soil preparation for growing sod has some special 
wrinkles for Jack Kidwell, Virginia's largest culti-
vated turfgrass grower. Some of his land lies 
along the Rappahannock River. It's rolling and 
rocky. Consequently, a rock picker and a land 
leveler are essential. The rock picker is capable 
of removing 100 tons of stones per day. Used in 
conjunction with a spiked-tooth harrow, a field is 
worked until the rocks are removed from the top 
six inches. The land leveler helps prevent small 
depressions that can delay mowing, foster disease 
outbreaks, and hamper harvesting operations. 
Kidwell, left, is chatting with his farm manager, 
Ralph Firebaugh. Saturnino Espino is aboard the 
Ford 8000 pulling the Eversman land leveler; Jay 
Kidwell is on a Ford 5000 pulling the Anderson 
rock picker. 
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