
Benomyl for Fusarium Blight, Says MSU 
Stop worrying about phosphate 

and nitrate pollution from fertiliz-
ing turf, or for having to live with 
Fusarium blight, but don't assume 
your turf worries are over because 
you decide to sod rather than seed. 

These were some general recom-
mendations coming out of two days 
of intensive discussions about turf-
grass. The event was the 41st annual 
Michigan Turfgrass Conference at 
Michigan State University. 

More than 400 golf course superin-
tendents, sod growers, grounds man-
agers, and other turf specialists at-
tended. 

"We have found a material, called 
benomyl, which will control Fu-
sarium blight," reported Dr. Joseph 
M. Vargas of MSU's botany and 
plant pathology department. "Apply 
eight ounces of benomyl per 1,000 
sq. ft . and thoroughly wash it down 
into the root zone before it has a 
chance to dry on the foliage," he 
directed. 

Dr. Vargas said benomyl can be 
washed in by hand hosing or that it 
can be applied to the area covered 
by a sprinkler, allowing the sprin-
kler spray to wash it down. Two to 
five applications are required for 
control, he advised. 

Benomyl is available under trade 
names by Du Pont and Scotts. 

Use of phosphate and nitrate fer-
tilizer on Michigan lawns does not 
contribute significantly to pollution 
of lakes and streams, contended Dr. 
Paul Rieke, MSU soil scientist. 

Research at MSU and elsewhere 
has shown that phosphates are al-
most insoluble in soil and that, 
where care is used to follow recom-
mendations for applications, there 
is no phosphate leaching. 

Nitrate leaching, he said, is re-
lated to the type of nitrogen fer-
tilizer used — water-soluble or or-
ganic—the rate of application at one 
time and over the season, and the 
amount of irrigation. 

Dr. Rieke said that where turf-
grass is being grown on heavily 
irrigated, sandy soils, especially 
near lakes and streams lighter and 
more frequent applications are re-
quired. 

A visiting agronomist f rom the 
University of Arkansas cautioned 
that quality sod alone is not the an-
swer to a beautiful turf. 

"Proper seedbed preparation is 
just as crucial for the long-term 
success of sodded lawns as for seed-
ed lawns," said Dr. John W. King. 
"And proper irrigation is the most 
important factor affecting the knit-

ting of sod as well as the establish-
ment of seedlings." 

Dr. King, an MSU graduate, said 
proper debris removal, grading, 
drainage and soil texture are es-
sential before sodding or seeding. 

"Later correction is much more 
expensive than doing the job right 
in the first place," he emphasized. 

Dr. King listed 12 lawn establish-
ment principles, as important to the 
success of the home lawn as to the 
public green: 

—Remove debris. Stones, roots, 
cement blocks and other debris in-
terfere with water movement in the 
soil and result in dry spots. 

—Rough grade the area. Slope at 
2% to 5% away from buildings, 
ings. 

—Install tile around foundations 
and through low areas. Pack back-
fill over tile so that settling will not 
occur later. 

—Till or modify soil. Loam, sandy, 
clay loam, or sandy loam are best 
for lawns. Till to eight-inch depth. 

—Fertilize and lime. Incorporate 
fertilizer, especially phosphorus, in-
to top soil. Lime to pH 6.5. 

—Final grade. The soil to receive 
the sod or seedlings should be 
smooth, fine and well-settled. 

—Weed control. Use temporary 
soil sterilants to control quackgrass, 
nutsedge or bentgrass, if present. 
Keep sterilants away from tree and 
shrub roots. 

—Seed or sod. Use high-quality 
seed blends or mixture high-quality 
sod. 

—Roll lightly to assure contact of 
seed or sod with soil. 

—Mulch with two tons of weed 
seed-free straw per acre if seeding. 

—Irrigate. Use light water ap-
plications daily for the first month 
to keep soil moist, but not wet. 

—Mow regularly as soon as any 
grass reaches one and one-half 
inches in height. 

James Armstrong, J . D. Arm-
strong Landscape, Frazer, was elect-
ed president of the Michigan Turf-
grass Association, Vice-president is 
Clem Wolfrom, Jr., Detroit Golf 
Club. The executive secretary-treas-
urer is James Standish III of De-
troit. Dr. Paul Rieke of MSU is 
assistant secretary; Dr. Kenyon 
Payne of MSU, assistant treasurer. 

Directors are Bill Milne of Gross 
Point Farms, Robert G. Spoelma of 
Spring L a k e , James Smith of 
Detroit, Ted Woehrle of Birming-
ham, Gary Bartsch of Orchard Lake, 
Robert Knoll of Troy, and George 
Prieskorn of Brighton. 

STICK 
'EM 
UP! 

NEW Dico Side-O-Matic 
Series K Unlooder 

The New Series K Unloader is the best 
"second story man" in operation. 
Third story too. Its boom and opera-
tor platform rotates 400 degrees, its 
fork rotates 450 degrees . . . so it can 
sneak materials up onto a building, 
th rough windows, doorways and 
between walls slick as a whistle. One 
man sees everything, does it all w i th 
fingertip control of the unloader's 
smooth hydraulic power. For gypsum 
wallboard, plywood, lumber, roofing, 
any material that can be packaged, 
palletized or lifted as a unit . Mounts 
behind the cab on any truck and 
permits ful l platform storage. For 
complete details, wri te today for 
Bulletin KBU. 

lico S IDE T WIAI IC 
P.O. Box 429 York , Pa. 17405 

Call collect: 800-247-1781 



Five na t iona l w inners in the annua l Gold Meda l A w a r d s 
p r o g r a m for excellence in park and recreat ion managemen t 
have been announced by the Sports Foundat ion, Inc. Presen-
tat ions were made recently at the 42nd Nat iona l Sport-
ings Goods Associat ion Convent ion and Show. Winners are: 
Class I (popu la t ion more than 250,000) — Wash ing ton , D.C.; 
Class II (popu la t ion 100,000-250,000) — Mad ison , Wis.; 
Class III (popula t ion 50,000-100,000) — Stockton, Cal i f . ; 
Class IV (popula t ion 20,000-50,000) — G lenv iew , III.; and 
Class V (popula t ion under 20,000) — Lewiston, Idaho. Pic-
tures above are of key elements of the Class III w i n n i n g 
entry f r o m Stockton. The city was noted fo r its Pixie Woods 
chi ldren's park , Silver Lake Fami ly Camp and e x e m p l a r y 

senior cit izen's park . It was cited also fo r such items as its 
park storage bu i l d ing design fo r a new park and home 
deve lopment . The bu i l d ing was designed to b lend in w i t h 
the design of the ne ighborhood. Wash ing ton received the 
f i rst state a w a r d fo r its parks and recreat ion p rog ram. 
Sound f i nanc ing , far -s ighted land acquis i t ion, strong lead-
ership, ba lanced but f l ex ib le p r o g r a m m i n g , and over-al l 
p l ann ing and cooperat ion w i t h other agencies were key 
p r o g r a m cr i ter ia. Of special interest to judges was the 
degree to wh ich the depar tmen t succeeded in assessing and 
meet ing the recreat ional needs and desires of the 
communi ty . 

For both 
VOLUME and 
PRESSURE 
Use Hypro series 5200 
Big Twin piston pumps. 
Here 's a r u g g e d t w o - c y l i n d e r 
p i s ton p u m p tha t w i l l de l iver u p to 
10 g p m at 400 psi (600 rpm) f o r 
t ree sp ray ing , a rea sp ray ing , 
f o g g i n g , o r t e r m i t e p re t rea t i ng . 

Hand les m a n y k i nds of w e e d a n d 
pest c o n t r o l c h e m i c a l s i n c l u d i n g 
w e t t a b l e p o w d e r suspens ions . 

Ava i lab le w i t h so l i d sha f t o r 
w i t h h o l l o w sha f t f o r d i r ec t t rac to r , 
t r u c k , o r j eep PTO m o u n t i n g . 

FEATURES: 
Leather or impregnated fabric piston cups. 
Heavy duty ball bearings. 
Suction & discharge ports tapped %"NPT. 

H y p ™ I (Si) 
A division of Lear Siegler, Inc. I v—s® 

347 Fifth Avenue NW, St. Paul, Minnesota 55112 

America's favorite slope and 
bank ground cover 

CR0WNVETCH 
Now establish it quick and easy 

Penngift 
and 

Emerald 
Varieties 

Fully inoculated in 

2V4" plastic pots. 

I2V2C each per 1000 or more 
15c each per 120 or more 

We ship 
anywhere 
in U.S.A. 
& Canada 

F.O.B. Nursery; packing at cost 

Min imum order 120 plants 

PLANTS FOR YOU, INC. 
R.R. #3, Urbana, III. 61801 

Telephone 217/367-7905 


