Hydrilla Seen
As Florida's

New No. 1 Pest

In the next ten years hydrilla will
replace water hyacinths as Florida’s
number one water weed problem, a
U.S. Department of Agriculture
botanist predicts.

Robert D. Blackburn, the botanist
who heads research on aquatic vege-
tation at the University of Florida’s
agricultural experiment station at
Fort Lauderdale, Plantation Field
Laboratory, sees hydrilla as the
greatest potential threat to Florida’s
waterways.

Hydrilla is a submersed water
plant that grows rooted to the bot-
tom and has long, branching stems.

Even if above-soil portions of the
plant are completely removed by
mechanical or herbicidal methods,
the area will be rapidly reinfested
from small propagules and rootstock
nodes. Hydrilla plants produce stem
tubers that are a means of propaga-
tion. Also, broken shoots will de-
velop into new plants.

“Hydrilla was introduced in Flo-
ida in 1960, in a small canal in
Miami and in an area near Crystal
River,” Blackburn said. “Now 70,000
acres of Florida waterways are cov-
ered with hydrilla.”

Blackburn explained that hydrilla
was first brought to Florida by
aquarium dealers. “Northern deal-
ers would plant exotic plants in
Florida springs and streams to har-
vest later and sell in the aquarium
trade,” Blackburn said.

The last Legislature passed a law
to restrict importation of exotic
aquatic plants and prohibit their
planting in state waters. However,
though there is a penalty of a $1,000
fine for violating the law, there are
no special means for enforcing it.

Hydrilla is found in canals, ditch-
es, pools, lakes, marshes, slow-flow-
ing streams, rivers and tidal water
areas. It will grow in water six to
seven meters deep and can produce
very dense mats of vegetation.

“Hydrilla already has become a
real problem in Florida,” Blackburn
said. “Some of the Winter Park-
Orlando area recreational lakes have
been closed because of it.”

Hydrilla stops water flow in ca-
nals and streams, impedes boating,
fishing and swimming, interferes
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with fish production, and may create
a health problem.

Blackburn said that in Orlando
area lake drownings have occurred
when people have fallen from boats
into the water and were trapped
under the thick mat of hydrilla.
“Hydrilla grows so thick in some
areas,” Blackburn said, “that birds
and small animals can walk over
the top of it.”

Research in Orlando associated
encephalitis with the plant, though
this has not been extensively con-
firmed. It is known that leaf spines
on hydrilla cause rash on contact
and that the rash can become in-
fected.

Tote Herbicide Announced
By C.B. Dolge Company

C. B. Dolge Company, Westport,
Conn., has announced a new sys-
tem-type of herbicide called Tote.

The weed killer acts on all peren-
nial, biennial and annual growths,
and also sterilizes the soil, doing the
job for one entire season and well
into the next, say company tech-
nicians.

Working through the roots, Tote
has an exceptionally high LDg, rat-
ing, the standard of toxicology
measurement, that is well above
other total-kill weed products now

on the market, a company release.

stated. Besides its formulated active
ingredients, Tote also contains an ex-
tender that has herbicidal effect for
extra over-all total growth Kkill
power.

One gallon of Tote in 15 gallons
of water will treat 1,000 sq. ft. Even
on dry ground, it is not wasted even
if there is initial failure to penetrate
to the roots, said the release, be-
cause a subsequent rain will put it
to work.

Experience proves Tote gives at
least 50% savings in labor, the re-
lease continued, and requires only
60 gallons of water per acre, com-
pared with the 1,460 gallons re-
quired when applying sodium arse-
nite products. For details, circle
(718) on the reply card.

Buys Weather Guard Chest

Knaack Mfg. Co., Crystal Lake, Ill.,
has purchased Weather Guard Chest,
St. Louis, Mo., manufacturer of tool
and storage chests and accessories
for pickup trucks. Knaak manufac-
tures general-use steel tool and stor-
age chests and accessories for con-
tractors and industry.
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RAH! RAH! RAH!

Cheers can be heard all over
the north temperate zones of
the world for this giant among
lawn seeds. Outstanding on all
counts, Fylking Kentucky blue-
grass is resistant to a wide
range of diseases, including
leafspot and stripe smut.
Drought and winter tough, fine
leaves of deepest emerald
green grow in unusual density
due to abundant sideshoots.
Fylking produces no ugly seed-
heads, can be cut low as %2
inch for home putting greens,
% inch for velvety carpet-like
lawn. All facts proven in 12
years of international testing
by noted authorities. Next lawn,
seed or sod with 0217® Fylking
Kentucky bluegrass (U.S. Plant
Patent 2887). At your seed dis-
tributor. Write Jacklin Seed Co.,
Dishman, WA 99213 for infor-
mation.

FYLKING
KENTUCKY
BLUEGRASS
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