
Leading Conservationist 
Backs Pesticide Use 

One of the nation's leading con-
servationists supported the contin-
ued use of all pesticides in a speech 
at the annual meeting of the 
National Association of Farm Broad-
casters in Washington, D.C. 

Dr. Robert White Stevens, chair-
man and professor of the Bureau of 
Conservation a n d Environmental 
Science, Rutgers University, said, 
"There can be no progress f rom the 
out-of-hand banning of useful, ef-
fective and safe agricultural chem-
icals until there are equally efficient 
methods to replace them." 

"Chemical controls," he contin-
ued, "are the only known effective 
method for depressing such pests as 
insects, disease, weeds, nematodes, 
and vermin." 

According to Dr. White Stevens 
the use of pesticides and fertilizers 
in North America has resulted in 
the "most munificent, highest qual-
ity, cheapest, and safest food supply 
in man's long history." 

Decrying attacks by his conserva-
tionist colleagues, he said that the 
"varied critics of scientific agricul-

ture accept its benefits and munifi-
cence while they blithely disrupt 
and destroy it without any valid 
suggestions as to how it can be re-
placed by methods of comparable 
efficiency and productivity." 

He also told the Farm Broadcast-
ers that "the current proposed de-
pression in the use of agricultural 
chemicals can be defined as the 
t r iumph of superstition, prejudice 
and emotion over science." 

Sod Heating Damage 
Cut by Close Mowing 

The best way to keep sod f rom 
heating and deteriorating during 
shipment is to cut it at 3/4-inch, re-
move the clippings and keep the 
shipping temperature under 87 de-
grees. 

A team of Michigan State Univer-
sity researchers concluded that most 
other at tempts to control sod dam-
age—including the use of a chemical 
respiration inhibitor—were not ef-
fective. 

Drs. John King, now with the 
University of Arkansas, and James 
Beard, MSU turfgrass researcher, 
reported their findings at the annual 
meeting of the Amercian Society of 
Agronomy. 

They also noted that sod is less 
likely to tear when sod growers ap-
plied lower rates of nitrogen (150 
pounds per acre per year) ra ther 
than normal recommended levels 
(215 pounds per acre per year) . Root 
production was higher for sod pro-
duced with below normal nitrogen 
fertilization, thus the greater sod 
strength. 

Just possibly, Highland Colonial Bent-
grass is the greatest value in grass seed 
today. It's one of the most economical 
of the fine-bladed varieties and has 
every attribute required for a truly lux-
urious lawn or turf. With some 8 million 
seeds per lb., the potential number of 
plants is great. 

Highland can be seeded alone or in mix-
tures with other fine-bladed grasses, is 
free of noxious weeds and Poa Annua, 
and will thrive even when close cut to 
V4 inch. 

For years it has been used in overseed-
ing programs because it retains excel-
lent color in cold weather when South-
ern grasses are dormant. 

Write for free brochures to Dept. T 
Cultural Practices 
Answers to Questions about Highland Bent 
Highland Bent on the Golf Course 

Oregon Highland Colonial Bentgrass Commission 
S u i t e o n e / R i v e r g r o v e B u i l d i n g 
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HADFIELD AUTOMATIC PICKUP 
SOD ROLL LOADER 

Paf. Pending 

1. Sodloader easily attaches to any sod truck. 
2. No worker needed on ground when loading. 
3. Will load up to three rows of sod at one time. 
4. Cross conveyor runs lengthways of loader. 
5. Loader m a y be backed rapidly on short rows. 
6. Why palatize sod w h e n you can slide sod out 

of any stack dumpbox with small modification, 
if they are stacked right? Have been doing it 
for three years. My customers are mostly home-
owners. 

7. 8mm movie film on how to modify stack d u m p 
box and stack sod, will be sent C.O.D. for 
$50.00. 

Hadfield Sod Roller Co. 
4643 Sherwood, Oxford, Michigan 48051 

Phone: Area 313 628-2000 
Dealer Inquiry Invited 
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