
Gypsy Moth Defoliates 
800,000 Acres in Northeast 

An estimated 800,000 acres of 
Northeastern woodlands in eight 
states were defoliated by gypsy 
moths this year—more than triple 
last year's defoliated acreage—the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture re-
ports. 

Connecticut was the hardest hit 
with 369,000 acres defoliated, ac-
cording to plant protection officials 
of USDA's Agricultural Research 
Service. Gypsy moths also defoliated 
about 240,000 acres in New York; 
130,000 in New Jersey; 39,000 in 
New Hampshire; 11,000 in Pennsyl-
vania; 7,000 in Massachusetts; 1,000 
in Rhode Island; and 1,000 in Maine. 

Last year gypsy moth defoliation 
totaled 260,000 acres in these eight 
States. During 1968 the total was 
80,000 acres. 

Last year, only 800 acres in Penn-
sylvania were defoliated. This year, 
according to Pennsylvania officials, 
10,000 acres were defoliated in Mon-
roe County alone. New Jersey defoli-
ation acreage doubled this year. 

Population buildups are respon-
sible for rapid spread of the gypsy 
moth into previously uninfested 
counties, ARS officials say. The de-
tection of numerous moths this year 
throughout Delaware and in six 
Maryland and three Virginia coun-
ties may indicate the pest now in-
fests these states. If the moths con-
tinue to spread and become estab-
lished in the commercial forests of 
the Appalachian and Ozark Moun-
tain ranges, the economic and aes-
thetic loss could be tremendous, ARS 
officials said. 

Despite biological control efforts 
with gypsy moth parasites, trials of 
the sterile-male technique, rigid 
federal-state quarantines, intensive 
ARS detection surveys, and cooper-
ative chemical control efforts by 
ARS and the states involved, the 
gypsy moth has continued to spread 
and inflict substantial losses to 
Northeastern trees. 

In their caterpillar form, gypsy 
moths strip the leaves from forest, 
shade, and fruit trees, as well as 
ornamental shrubs. By defoliating 
forests, they increase fire and ero-
sion hazards, adversely affect stream 
flow, reduce land and recreational 
values, and destroy wildlife habitats. 
ARS plant protection officials point 
out that a single defoliation has been 
known to kill white pines, spruce, 
and hemlock. Two defoliations can 
kill some hardwoods. 

If the gypsy moth spreads through-
out the eastern U.S. an estimated 112 
million acres could be defoliated. 
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MODELS 6 AND 630 — Smallest of 
Vermeer's Stump Cutters. Designed for 
those hard-to-get-at places. Rips out 
stumps 6" deep. Choice of 18 or 30 hp. 

MODELS 10 AND 15 —High speed 
cutting wheel removes largest stump in 
minutes. Powered by 36 hp engine. Choice 
of models with 10" or 24" cutting depth. 

There's no faster, easier or cheaper way to get rid of ugly 
tree s tumps. . . than with a Vermeer Stump Cutter. There's 
a model to fit your needs . . . to fit within your budget. 
Let us demonstrate. Write for free folder describing all 
stump cutter models. 

V E R M E E R M A N U F A C T U R I N G CO. 
7211 W. Washington, Pella, Iowa 50219 

MODELS 2436 AND 2460 —Vermeer's 
new "reach-out" models cut wider, closer 
and faster. Low silhouette design. Cuts 
24" deep, with 36 or 60 hp engine. 

MODEL 1560 — This one has 60 hp 
Wisconsin engine. More speed and more 
power for heavier work loads. Cuts 24" 
deep. Great for land clearing. 


