
Oregonian 'Seeding' Each States Taltest Mountain 

Oregon Governor Tom McCall, right, visits with Mitch Michaud, center, and 
Bill Rose, seed grower, about the importance of grass to the nation's ecol-
ogy. Michaud will distribute the grass seed across the nation during his 
endeavor to climb the highest peak in each state during 1970. 

Mitch Michaud, a mountain 
man from Portland, Ore., has set 
upon an odyssey that would tick-
le the fancy of the Greek poet 
Homer. 

Michaud is shaping a voyage 
through the U.S. on a trail never 
before taken by man in a single 
year. His goal . . . to climb the 
highest peak in every state dur-
ing 1970. 

A mountain guide by trade, the 
40-year-old Michaud has climbed 
the taller mountains of the United 
States and Europe and now hopes 
to be the first man to conquer 
such peaks as Jerimoth Hill in 
Rhode Island (elevation 812 feet) 
along with Mt. McKinley in Alas-
ka (elevation 20,320 feet) in one 
calendar year. Why? 

Michaud explains the high 
mountains are the last of the pi-
oneer areas where a challenge 
still exists for man to use his 
best judgment and knowledge of 
nature to succeed. It is exhilarat-
ing to reach the summit of the 
high peaks, he explained, where 
fresh air, bright sunshine and a 
clean environment abounds. 

To assure the maintenance oi 
the mountain ecology, Michaud 
plans to plant a handful of Ore-
gon grown grass seed along the 
mountainside. It's a small gesture, 
Michaud admits, but it is em-
blematic of the value of grass in 
our environment. He will also 
pass out small packets of Oregon 
grass seed to wellwishers along 
the route. The packages explain 
the story of Oregon grass seed by 
pointedly stating Oregon is the 
Grass Seed Capital of the World 
with more than 405 square miles 
of grass seed production. 

Michaud has already acquired 
the nickname, "Johnny Grass 

Seed," since the Oregon Seed 
Council provided him with sev-
eral thousand packages of seed 
to distribute along his route. 

Armed with a letter from Ore-
gon's Governor Tom McCall, who 
has named Michaud official good-
will ambassador for the state, 
the mountain climber will make 
personal calls on the governor of 
each state, where he will offer 
them suitable varieties of Ore-
gon's famous grass seed for use 
in any of their state parks. 

Some of the "peaks" he will 
climb aren't really mountains at 
all. The highest point in Florida 
is a 345-foot hump in the high-
way. In Ohio, the 1,550-foot sum-
mit is located on a spot housing 
a radar station and Michaud must 
have security clearance for the 
climb. Scaling the highest point 
in Illinois will cost Michaud one 
dollar since the site is located on 

a farmer's land who charges hik-
ers to enter his property. Michaud 
was to begin his trek Apr. 6, scal-
ing Moana Kea in Hawaii for the 
longest climb on his itinerary. 
The 13,796-foot mountain begins 
at the ocean's edge. His remaining 
announced schedule follows: 
M a y 10 I d a h o , Mt. B o r a h 12 ,662 
M a y 16 . . . C a l i f o r n i a , Mt. W h i t n e y 14 ,495 
M a y 23 ... W a s h i n g t o n , Mt. Ra in ier 14 ,410 
J u n e 1 A l a s k a , Mt. M c K i n l e y 2 0 , 3 2 0 
J u l y 4 N e w M e x i c o , W h e e l e r 

P a r k 1 3 , 1 6 0 
J u l y 11 C o l o r a d o , Mt. E lbert 14,431 
J u l y 2 5 W y o m i n g , G a r n e t P e a k 13 ,785 
A u g . 1 ... M o n t a n a , G r a n i t e P e a k 12,799 
A u g . 8 N e w J e r s e y , H i g h Point 1,803 
A u g . 12 C o n n e c t i c u t , Mt. Frissel l 2 , 3 8 0 
A u g . 15 M a s s a c h u s e t t s , 

Mt. G r e y l o c k 3,491 
A u g . 17 ... R h o d e I s l a n d , J e r i m o t h Hill 8 1 2 
A u g . 22 M a i n e , Mt. K a t a h d i n 5 , 2 6 8 
A u g . 2 6 N e w H a m p s h i r e , 

Mt. W a s h i n g t o n 6 , 2 8 8 
A u g . 3 0 V e r m o n t , Mt. M a n s f i e l d 4 , 3 9 3 
S e p t . 2 N e w Y o r k , Mt. M a r c y 5 , 3 4 4 

Field Burning . . • 
(Continued from Page 41) 

over, straw residues are best adapted 
to the soda pulping process which is 
virtually odorless. The paper is quite 
low in tear strength, however. 

Agricultural chemist V. H. Freed 
and other workers at the OSU Envi-
ronmental Health Sciences Center 
have found that various industrial 
raw materials can be extracted from 
straw residues. Among them a r e 
lignin, pentosans, waxes, and in par-
ticular, cellulose, which can be used 

to make a wide range of acetate plas-
tics. Straw also can be used to make 
such products as a high density con-
struction board and an organic soil 
amendment. 

A new process developed by mi-
crobiologist D. A. Klein and his as-
sociates could solve many of t h e 
problems involved in both utiliza-
tion and disposal of straw residues. 
For it makes possible rapid and con-
trolled microbial breakdown of 
straw, as well as other lignin-con-
taining materials. T h e process, 
called photofermentation, essential-
ly consists of exposing t h e straw 

first to intense light energy, then to 
selected types of fungi or bacteria. 

Perhaps the most promising poten-
tial use of straw residues found to 
date is as a feed for livestock. In 
feeding tests conducted by animal 
scientist A. T. Ralston with replace-
ment heifer calves, ryegrass pellets 
supplemented with molasses, urea, 
and barley have produced average 
daily gains of 1.74 pounds at a cost 
of 13.3 cents per pound. And pellets 
containing equal amounts of wheat 
chaff and alfalfa also have pro-
duced average daily gains of 1.74 
pounds on steer calves. 


