
Incriminating 
2,4,5-T Test 
Is Invalid 

N e w l y e lec ted B o a r d o f D i rec tors o f the N a t i o n a l Landscape N u r s e r y m e n ' s Asso-
c i a t i o n a r e , f r o m the le f t : (seated) V i ce -Pres iden t W i l l i a m R. H e a r d , H e a r d G a r d e n s , 
Des M o i n e s , la . ; Pres iden t A r t h u r W . L a n d s e a d e l , The Secor Landscape C o m p a n y , 
T o l e d o , O h i o ; Sec re ta ry -T reasu re r J a m e s A . M c C a r t y , C o l o n i a l G a r d e n Cen te r , Inc., 
E v a n s v i l l e , Ind . ; ( s t and ing ) H e r m a n R. W a l l i t s c h , D i rec to r Reg ion II, H e r m a n R. 
W a l l i t s c h Nurse r i es , Lou isv i l l e , Ky . ; Joe L. S t r i c k f a d e n , D i rec to r Reg ion III, Str ick-
f a d e n N u r s e r y , S a n d u s k y , O h i o ; M i c h a e l Ryan, D i rec to r Reg ion IV, O l d O r c h a r d 
G a r d e n s , M a n c h e s t e r , M o . ; M e m b e r - a t - L a r g e J a m e s M a s c h m e y e r , M a s c h m e y e r ' s 
N u r s e r y , Inc., I n d i a n a p o l i s , Ind . ; R ichard K a u f f m a n , D i rec to r Reg ion I, J. F r a n k l i n 
Styer Nu rse r i es , Inc., C o n c o r d v i l l e , Pa.; A r t h u r F i t zs immons , D i rec to r Reg ion V I I , 
A r t h u r F i t zs immons G a r d e n Cen t re , H a m i l t o n , O n t a r i o , C a n a d a , a n d E d w a r d 
Teas, D i rec to r Reg ion V , Teas N u r s e r y Co., Inc., B e l l a i r e , Tex. No t s h o w n is D i rec to r 
o f Reg ion V I , F rank M . T o m l i n s o n , T o m l i n s o n ' s Select Nu rse r i es , W h i t t i e r , C a l i f . 

Birth deformities in laboratory 
mice exposed to high dosages of 
2,4,5-T may really have been caused 
by a toxic contaminator. The possi-
bility is being investigated by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

The same substance may be con-
taminating other chemicals, so USDA 
is reviewing or gathering new data 
for 17 other herbicides, fungicides 
and insecticides. All 17 compounds 
are polychlorphenolic pesticides. 

Ned D. Bayley, director of Science 
and Education, said the inquiry was 
initiated after new data submitted 
to the Department of Health, Educa-
tion, and Welfare, indicated that the 
2,4,5-T used in the study conducted 
by Bionetics Research Laboratories 
for HEW contained 27 parts per mil-
lion of tetrachlorodibenzopara-dio-
xln, compared with only about 1 ppm 
of this contaminator generally found 
in the herbicide. 

New data show that preliminary 
tests of 2,4,5-T with 1 ppm of this 
contaminator give no indication of 
birth deformities, Bayley told Rep. 
Richard McCarthy of New York. 

It was the Bionetics s t u d y of 
2,4,5-T, along with other pesticides, 
cited last October when USDA an-
nounced it would cancel registration 

of this herbicide for use on food 
crops effective Jan. 1, 1970, unless 
FDA, the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, HEW, had established a safe 
legal tolerance for such use. 

"We are awaiting advice f r o m 
HEW as to whether it intends to 
establish tolerances for 2,4,5-T be-
fore we decide whether to cancel or 
extend uses of 2,4,5-T on food crops," 
the letter said. "Our Jan. 1, 1970, 
date was based on HEW's expecta-
tion that it would have reached a 
decision by that time. That agency 

believes the public interest would 
best be served by waiting for addi-
tional research data which will be 
available shortly. We concur in the 
judgment." 

EDITOR'S NOTE: As WTT went 
to press, it was further learned that 
the solvent, DSMO, also was used in 
the Bionetics test. This material has 
been known to cause cancerous tu-
mors. DSMO is not used as the sol-
vent for commercial applications of 
2,4,5,-T. 

Meeting Dates 
Dates for this column need to reach the edi-
tor's desk by the 10th of the month preced-
ing the date of publication. 

Southern Chapter, International Shade Tree Confer-
ence, Hampshire Motor Inn, 7411 New Hampshire 
Ave., Langley Park, Md. Mar. 1-4. 

University of Massachusetts Annual Fine Turf Con-
ference at Highpoint Motor Inn in Chicopee, Mass., 
Mar. 4-6. 

36th Annual Turfgrass Conference, Iowa Golf Course 
Superintendents Association, Roosevelt Motor Ho-
tel, Cedar Rapids, Mar. 9-11. 

North Carolina State University Turfgrass Confer-
ence, Faculty Club at NCSU, Mar. 10-11. 

Western Society of Weed Science annual meeting, 
Sacramento Inn, Sacramento, Calif., Mar. 17-19. 

University of Maine Mid-Winter Turf Conference, 
Steer Inn Motor Lodge, Rte. 1, Maine Turnpike Exit 
No. 7, South Portland, Me., Mar. 18-19. 

California Park and Recreation Society announces 
three regional workshops. Apr. 7 at Palo Alto Com-
munity Center on Middlefield Road; Apr. 8 at Car-
riage House Restaurant, 1210 N. Blackstone Ave., 
Fresno; and Apr. 9 Parnell Park Activity Building, 
Whittier. 

Ohio Chapter, International Shade Tree Conference, at 
the USDA Shade Tree and Ornamental Plants Lab-
oratory at Delaware, Ohio, July 8. 

46th International Shade Tree Conference, H o t e l 
Flagship-Rochester, Rochester, N.Y., Aug. 9-14. 


