
Robert F. Lederer, r ight, executive vice-president of the American Association of 
Nurserymen, receives the Key Award for outstanding leadership, f rom S. Rayburn, 
president of the American Society of Association Executives. The award is the 
highest ASAE can give one of its members. It's presented annual ly, and was 
announced this year at the November ASAE annual convention in Las Vegas. 

Planting Machines 

A number of machines for row 
plant ing sprigs have been on the 
marke t for some time. Most were 
designed for establishing bermuda-
grass in rows at least 12 inches 
apart . We have found much to be 
desired when it is necessary to place 
zoysia plants more than eight inches 
apart . This is due to the d i f ference 
in our area be tween zoysia and ber-
mudagrass in t ime required to com-
plete ground coverage. The wider 
spacing of zoysia will cover, but the 
additional length of t ime requi red is 
not suitable f rom an economical 
standpoint. 

Various other machines are on 
the marke t for plant ing strips or 
plugs. Machines that p lant zoysia 
which has living roots imbedded in 
a str ip or plug of soil are very de-
sirable when a longer period of t ime 
(more than three or four hours) is 
necessary be tween plant ing and f i rs t 
and subsequent water ings. We are 
using machines of this na tu re wi th 
a high degree of success where f re -
quent water ing is a problem. The 
machines place the plugs on about 
eight-inch centers. 

We have recently fu rn i shed zoy-
sia stolons for fa i rways and tees at 
Tan-Tar-A Resort at the Lake of 
the Ozarks for its new exotic golf 
course. Here the stolons were plant-
ed in September of 1969 wi th a hy-
dromulch uni t where- in the stolons 
were mixed wi th cellulose wood fi-
ber in wa te r and spread as a s lur ry 
through a high pressure hydraul ic 
system. 

Ear ly observations indicate tha t 
this procedure might produce maxi-
m u m turf in a min imum of time, 
if adequate f r equen t wate r ing and 
professional care are available. Com-
plete evaluat ion of this method of 
planting zoysia stolons, both f r o m 
a growth and economic s tandpoint 
will have to be made at a la ter date. 

MSU Study Evaluates 
Protective Turf Covers 

The problem of providing protec-
tion for intensely mainta ined turf 
areas, such as golf course greens, 
dur ing win te r has prompted James 
Beard, Michigan Sta te Universi ty 
crop scientist, to s tudy various ma-
terials tha t might serve as protec-
tive coverings. 

He has conducted win te r field ex-

per iments and laboratory studies 
wi th 16 d i f fe ren t types of coverings. 
By using a cold chamber and a wind 
tunnel he was able to create condi-
tions identical to win te r climates. 

Three of the coverings tha t per-
formed best w e r e a viscose-rayon 
fiber cover, a viscose-rayon-polyes-
ter cover, and an excelsior blanket . 

Other coverings which gave pro-
tection against wa te r vapor loss and 
provided good spring green-up in-
cluded a cloth-like mater ia l of woven 
plastic strips, a f l u f f y mat of f iber-
glass, and polyethylene sheets. These 
materials , however, did not give 
adequate protection against low 
t empera tu re in jury . 

Beard also studied a plastic mate-
rial sprayed directly on the grass. 
It is used on shrubbery to prevent 
water loss dur ing t ransplant ing but 
did not satisfactorily meet any of 
the desired protection standards. 

According to Beard, "The f ind-
ings of this s tudy will mean a con-
siderable cost saving to people in 
the tur fgrass industry. The cover-
ings will allow them to mainta in 
high quali ty areas of tu r fgrass by 
reducing or el iminating spring re-
habil i tat ion practices." 

1 ; •• - on Hours 

Are you losing valuable man hours loading and unloading sod by hand? 
With a Dico Side-O-Matic Unloader, one man can load and deliver an 
entire load to one spot or distribute it around the site. Your Side-O-
Matic dealer will give you more complete information on how Dico 
Side-O-Matic Unloaders can increase your productive man hours on the 
job. See him today or call 717-845-1655. 
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