
SOD INDUSTRY SECTION 

GUIDELINE 
SPECIFICATIONS soil preparation and sodding 

"Turf quality and performance on 
sodded areas depends on a number 
of closely related and interdepend-
ent factors. These include the selec-
tion of adapted turfgrasses, adequate 
preparation of site, proper installa-
tion of sod, and good management 
practices which will result in fast 
establishment and good growth of 
the turf." 

This paragraph is contained in the 
introduction of a publication entitled 
"Guideline Specifications: Soil Prep-
aration and Sodding" and published 
by the University of Maryland and 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 

"Although this publication has 
been available for only about six 
months, we are already seeing tre-
mendous benefit f rom it," reports 

A. J. Powell, turf specialist f rom the 
University of Maryland. 

"Contractors and architects are 
very interested, and are using all 
sections or those sections which ap-
ply to their project. This will defi-
nitely help to improve turf quality 
and performance. 

"As far as we know, these were 
the first specifications published in 
the U.S. for this purpose." 

Close behind the Maryland-Vir-
ginia specifications has come the 
announcement that a similar guide 
is available for the Midwest. At its 
January annual meeting, the Mid-
west Turfgrass Growers Association 
announced that a booklet by the 
same title was being published. 

The table of contents of the Mary-
land-Virginia guide is reproduced 
to give a quick idea of what is con-
tained in the specifications. The 
outline is helpful for other sod pro-
ducers' groups who might want to 
draw up specifications for their re-
gions. The Virginia-Maryland guide 
is available for 15 cents by writing 
the agronomy departments of the 
respective universities. 

The guide is divided in such a 
way to allow maximum flexibility 
for architects and contractors. Each 
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"The Pioneer in Foliar Feeding" 
Honored by American Horticultural Council "for demonstrating in a prac-tical way that plants could be fertil-ized through their leaves; for being the first to develop and market an ef-fective plant food for foliar feeding; and for opening the way to a new cultural practice in horticulture." 
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Dates for this column need to reach the editor's desk by 
the first of the month preceding the date of publication. 

California Park and Recreation Society announces three 
regional workshops. Apr. 7 at Palo Alto Community 
Center on Middlefield Road; Apr. 8 at Carriage House 
Restaurant, 1210 N. Elackstone Ave., Fresno; and Apr. 
9 Parnell Park Activity Building, Whittier. 

National Golf Foundation annual meeting at Stouffer's 
Riverfront Inn, St. Louis, Mo. Apr. 16. 

22nd Annual Nurserymen's Refresher Course, sponsored 
by the California Association of Nurserymen at Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo, June 9-11. 

Ohio Chapter, International Shade Tree Conference, at 
the USDA Shade Tree and Ornamental Plants Lab-
oratory at Delaware, Ohio, July 8. 

American Sod Producers Association 4th annual confer-
ence and field day, Ramada Dorchester Inn, Dolton, 
111., and the H & E Sod Farm, Momence, 111., July 28-
30. 

46th International Shade Tree Conference, Hotel Flag-
ship-Rochester, N.Y., Aug. 9-14. 

Sprayorama '70 Pacific Northwest Pesticide Applicators, 
Inc., annual meeting, Thunderbird Motel, 1401 N. Hay-
den Island Dr., Portland, Ore., Sept. 10-12. 

section can stand alone or be incor-
porated into an overall set of 
specifications for an entire sodding 
project. Contractors who specialize 
in a certain type of activity have the 
opportunity of bidding on only a 
portion of a project if the specifica-
tions are so designed — for exam-
ple, supply and install topsoil, install 
sod, or maintain turf after sodding. 

An appendix to the Maryland-Vir-
ginia guide explains about the two-
state classification of sod: 

"Certified Sod" is superior sod 

grown from "certified" seed. It is 
inspected and certified by the State 
Certifying Agency to insure genetic 
purity, overall high quality, and 
freedom from noxious weeds, as 
well as excessive amounts of other 
crop and weed plants at the time of 
harvest. The sod must meet pub-
lished state standards and bear an 
official Maryland, Virginia, or other 
state "Certified Sod" label on the 
bill of lading. 

"Approved Sod" is inspected and 
approved by the State Certifying 

Agency to insure overall high qual-
ity and freedom from noxious weeds 
and excessive amounts of other crop 
and weed plants at the time of 
harvest. It may be composed of a 
mixture of two or more varieties or 
species. The sod must meet pub-
lished state standards and bear an 
official Maryland, Virginia "Ap-
proved Sod" label on the bill of 
lading. 

Appendix B describes the com-
position of sod that is suitable for 
the particular region. 

Gut mowing time 
greens and traps 
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Nat iona l T r i p l e x m o w e r s cu t 68 and 84 
inches w ide , several t imes the w i d t h o f a 
hand prope l led t r i m m e r m o w e r . B u t they 
m a n e u v e r sharp ly , c l i m b banks , cu t on 
hillsides. Y o u get the a d v a n t a g e s o f a w i d e 
cu t , w i th s m a l l - m o w e r neatness , d o a pre-
c is ion j o b w i t h o u t skips or sca lp ing . Ree l s 
reach over t o tr im the edges o f traps w i t h -
o u t l eav ing whee l m a r k s . F r e e - f l o a t i n g 
p o w e r e d reels d ip d o w n in ho l l ows and 
c l i m b o v e r r idges. T r i m c lose a r o u n d trees 
and hazards , cut t h r o u g h h e a v y g r o w t h 
in d i t ches and a l ong roads . H a n d l e the 
c l u b h o u s e lawn a n d prac t i ce areas, t o o . 
N a t i o n a l T r i p l e x m o w e r s take o v e r e v e r y -
where y o u r fa i rway m o w e r c a n ' t go . 
Bui l t t o qua l i ty s t a n d a r d s o f p e r f o r m a n c e 
a n d durab i l i ty . A s k a n y N a t i o n a l user. 

Write for information 

NATIONAL MOWER 
COMPANY 

660 Raymond Avenue, St. Paul, Minnesota 55114 
Phone: 612/646-4079 

84-inch TRIPLEX 
Handles the whole job on 3-par 
courses except for greens. 
Rugged and dependable. 


