
EDITORIAL What's Tough About Becoming a Professional 
Granted, defining professionalism is about as 

difficult as nailing Jello to a tree. The word seems 
to wriggle out of every attempt to nail down its 
meaning. 

Even so, there's a tougher chore: taking the 
action that's necessary to become recognized as a 
professional. Taking the action! 

Public utility arborists have organized. The 
Landscape Council has been formed. Good steps. 
But it's funny-strange, thinks Daniel Capper, writ-
ing about TLC on page 7, that many have hes-
itated to put their signature on the application 
card, "even though no money is being asked at 
this time." But that's the hard part. Actually sign-
ing up requires the commitment to take action. 

Discussion at the International Shade Tree Con-
ference pretty well covered what a professional 
is. There were many suggestions also on how to 
become one. One way helpful in achieving the 
objective is to analyze what other recognized pro-
fessionals have done. For example: 

Look over the examination that an accountant 
has to pass before he can be listed as a Certified 
Public Accountant. 

Study doctors' and lawyers' codes of ethics. 

Take note of the way certain trade unions, such 
as bricklayers, plumbers, and electricians, control 
their memberships and as one result enable them 
to demand a premium for their services. 

Consider the stiff licensing laws that apply to 
pilots, pharmacists, and most ministers. 

For the most part, these standards to live and 
work by were written by the respective profes-
sionals themselves. What's more significant is that 
the members recognize the standards as being so 
important that they have given their organizations 
the power to force individual members, when loy-
alty falters, to live up to those standards. 

"Seek and ye shall find . . ." is the ancient and 
workable advice from the Good Book. Seek con-
notes action. The fact that there is so much talk 
about upgrading a given profession is an indica-
tion there hasn't been enough real seeking. 

"The forestry profession has stayed in the woods 
too long," quipped John Mixon, Atlanta city for-
ester. Perhaps his charge applies to all arborists; 
otherwise, it might have been an arborist who 
first announced his services by "hanging out his 
shingle." 

the 

If you would like complete data on cultural practices, seeding rates, 
fertilization, etc., please write to: 

Oregon Highland Colonial Bentgrass Commission 
Suite one / Rivergrove Bu i ld ing ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

2 1 1 1 F r o n t S t r e e t N . E . / S a l e m , O r e g o n 9 7 3 0 3 

Changing 
Your Address? 

If so, notify our circulation de-
partment right away to be cer-
tain the magazine reaches you 
at your new location. The Post 
Office won't forward your cop-
ies. So when you write us, make 
it at least three weeks in ad-
vance of your moving date, and 
include your old address, as 
well as the new one. We'll see 
you don't miss a single issue. 

Send old and new address in-
formation to: 

WEEDS TREES a n d TURF m a g a z i n e 

C i r c u l a t i o n D e p a r t m e n t 

9 8 0 0 D e t r o i t A v e n u e 

C l e v e l a n d , O h i o 4 4 1 0 2 

HUM colonial M 
Just possibly, Highland Colonial Bent-
grass is the greatest value in grass seed 
today! 

A highly attractive blue-green, cool-
season grass, it is one of the most eco-
nomical of the fine-bladed varieties and 
has every attribute required for a truly 
luxurious turf. 

Highland Bent may be seeded alone or 
in a mixture... is adaptable to many 
soils and climates... is durable under 
heavy foot and light vehicle traffic and 
thrives on close-cutting to Vi inch. 

With some 8 million seeds per pound, 
the potential number of plants is great. 
Highland is also popular for overseed-
ing in Southern regions. 


