EDITORIAL

If you are an upstanding citizen who has never
contacted a congressman or state legislator, now
is the time to make their acquaintance. Either the
pesticide industry—and everyone connected with
it—mobilizes now, or it can find business un-
necessarily restricted.

Last month we mentioned that DDT was on
trial. It is. Consider the pending legislation: Illi-
nois—House Bill 81 introduced January 22 pro-
poses to prohibit sale or use of DDT. An earlier
Illinois watershed bill specifies that it be *
unlawful to use or dispose of any persistent pesti-
cide in such a manner or in such a location that it
is likely to flow into the watershed of Lake
Michigan.” Persistent pesticide is defined in this
Illinois bill as “any pesticide composed of or con-
taining any of the following: aldrin, chlordane,
DDT, dieldrin, endrin, heptachlor or lindane.”

Connecticut: Introduced January 14, 1969, a bill
to prohibit the distribution, sale, delivery or use
of DDT in that state. The bill proposes that the
chemical may be used only as a public health
measure in emergency situations and under the
direction of the commissioner of health.

Maine: Bill similar to Connecticut was intro-
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duced January 15, 1969 and would prohibit sale or
use, but does not contain the emergency measure
Minnesota: Bill to prohibit sale of economic poi-
sons containing DDT was introduced January 17,
1969, At least two additional states are expected
to receive proposed legislation this session.

In no case to date have the penalties called for
in the bills been severe. But penalties are not the
issue.

Should bills be passed in any of these or other
states, the door is open to amendments to include
other chemicals for uses wholly unrelated to the
DDT problem. Legislators, both state and federal,
need all the informed thinking available on this
subject. You, regardless of your position in the
pesticide industry, need to contribute. You can
call, wire, write, or visit the people who repre-
sent you.

As for the case of DDT, existing federal controls
protect man and his food. Little evidence can bg
found concerning DDT injury to man. Wildlife
which we all appreciate is the sole area of contens
tion. We need more study and more solid infor
mation before legislation. Let's make sure that the
case is tried on its merits rather than emotion.
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Timing Is
Everything

Not only the time of the
year. How many times
is important, too, Do
you ever feel you're
spraying the same
weed year after year? If you're spray-
ing the same chemical, you prob-
ably are. April is the time to “spike”
your present chemicals to get a
more thorough kill.

Think Economy

Fenac® and Amizol® will hold out
the weeds that your present chem-
ical is probably missing. Add either
one to “‘spike’’ your present chem-
ical. They add so much that you can
lower the rate of your high dollar
chemical. That savings will be
enough to pay for them. And you
won't see the same weeds year
after year.
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What to Use in April

In the South your problems are
vines and Johnson grass. In the
North, late germinating crab grass
and pigweed flourish, 3 gallons of
Fenac® per acre added to your
chemical will kill them for this year.
One more spray either this year or
next will put enough Fenac® in the
soil to eliminate all traces of them.
The systemic, translocating chem-
ical Amizol® added at 3 to 6 Ibs. per
acre will kill tough perennials such
as milkweeds, dogbane, Equisetum
and all types of grasses in the West,
mid-West and Northeast. Get a more
thorough, less expensive Kkill with
the twin herbicides, Fenac® and
Amizol®, The time is now.

See your Amchem representative
for an individualized, month by
month prescription for your weed
control problems,
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