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Trade Show at the 40th International Turfgrass Conference and Show staged by the GCSAA
was a major event. Practice putting at the IHC booth is Frank Thrailkill of Hercules, Inc., Mont-
gomery, Ala. Looking on is Mrs. Jean Gass, Penn Turf Nurseries, Pittsburgh, Pa.

40th Meeting of Golf Course Superintendents

Leading Turfgrass Show At

A full course in turf culture is
routine for golf course superin-
tendents who attend their asso-
ciation annual meeting each year.
The 40th International Turfgrass
Conference and Show at Miami
Beach Jan. 19-24 offered the most
comprehensive information on
turf research and current prac-
tices to be found.

This turf show featured lead-
ing turf researchers from uni-
versities and suppliers through-
out the nation, as well as experi-
enced superintendents from its
own ranks. A major trade show
with more than 300 exhibit
spaces included practically every
major manufacturer and supplier
in the industry. The Golf Course
Superintendents Association of
America staged an annual event
which to date has not been sur-
passed in the turf field in either
educational program or trade
show. Members attended in
force. More than 2000 superin-
tendents made the Florida trip
this year. Their number was dou-

bled by wives, exhibitors, pro-
gram participants, and guests.
Attendance alone makes this a
major show.

Topdressing Greens

Topdressing greens is often a
controversial subject. All phases
and methods of handling the
practice were given special at-
tention at this annual session.
James Fulwider, course superin-
tendent at Century Country
Club, White Plains, N. Y., im-
pressed the group with his phil-
osophy. He said that the opera-
tor who carries out an extensive
topdressing program must be a
firm believer in the practice of
topdressing. Fulwider indicated
this has to be true for the super-
intendent to justify the extra
cost of material, time and labor.

Fulwider himself is a firm be-
liever in topdressing. He lists
fewer thatch problems as one ad-
vantage of the practice. Provid-
ing other soil management prac-
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Miami Beach

tices are carried out, the pres-
ence of soil incorporated into
thatch results, he said, in greater
biological activity which is nec-
essary for the decomposition of
the undecayed material. Greens,
he said, which have been top-
dressed regularly do not have a
serious thatch problem.

Another plus for topdressing
according to Fulwider is more
resistance of greens to withstand
winter injury. He pointed to
metropolitan New York this past
season where winter injury
caused by extremely dry weath-
er resulted in desiccation on
many fairways, tees, and greens.
He noted that greens which had
a history of good topdressing pro-
grams came through in better
shape.

Fulwider reported that as a
regular practice, he topdresses
greens every three or four weeks
during the growing season. Soil
is applied with a spreader and al-
lowed to dry. It is then worked
into the green with steel drag
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mats and wooden rakes. This
practice, he said, levels the sur-
face, cleans the green, and re-
moves pebbles and rocks which
can damage a mower. Greens are
then thoroughly watered by
hand so that the new soil reaches
the old soil. In summary, Ful-
wider said that he regarded the
~ practice of top dressing as a good,
sound, preventative measure in
golf course maintenance, rather
than as a special effort to correct
a bad situation.

Southern Turf

The preferred types and vari-
eties of turf for use in the South
were reviewed by Dr. Glenn W.
Burton, USDA research geneticist
at the University of Georgia,
Tifton, Ga. In the case of top-
quality greens, a grass must be
able to withstand daily defolia-
tion at a 3/16-inch height and
still maintain a smooth, uniform
surface. Leaves of the grass must
be fine, soft and closely spaced.
To meet these rigid needs, Bur-
ton listed only two species. He
named bentgrass and bermuda-
grass, but added that bentgrass
is not dependable in most of the
South.

For tees, Burton pointed out,
a variety must be tough to with-
stand the normal punishment.
It needs dense, stiff leaves and
must be able to heal rapidly.
Bermudagrass, he said, with its
dense, rhizomatous habit has
proved to be the South’s best
species.

Fairways, besides being an at-
tractive, uniform carpet with
density enough to give a good
lie to the ball, must be able to
heal divots rapidly and tolerate
heavy traffic. Further, a fairway
grass must be capable of filling
these needs with less water and
care than normal for greens and
tees. Burton listed bermudagrass
above all species for fairway use
in this area.

Lawn areas need to be attrac-
tive, green, and weed-free. Many
lawn areas are shaded or other-
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James W. Brandt,
outgoing president
of the GCSAA and
superintendent of
the Danville, Il1.,
Country Club, for-
mally opened the
40th Show of the

group.

wise unfavorable for grass
growth. A number of species can
be used. Burton listed bermuda-
grass, centipedegrass, St. Augus-
tinegrass, carpetgrass, and zoysia.

Roughs, he stated, should not
be a source of weed seeds to con-
taminate the remainder of the
course. Grass in this area should
be green, reasonabley weed-free
and of acceptable height. Usually
the fairway grasses, cut higher,
will serve.

Golf Courses Expensive

Costs to build a regulation
length golf course today varies
from $200,000 to $2 million ac-
cording to Colonel Harry C. Eck-
hoff, eastern director of the Na-
tional Golf Foundation. Even
though courses can be readied
for play at the lower figure, Eck-
hoff stated that this is seldom
accomplished today for less than
one-half million dollars.

He pointed out that more and
more people are playing golf.
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Course superintendents, he said,
must now grow and maintain
56 percent more and finer turf to
handle a 123 percent increase
in traffic. This problem of more
than doubled traffic during the
past 10 years has created more
compaction and disease prob-
lems in turf management. Added
to turf care problems, Eckhoff
said, is the problem of finding
and keeping labor.

He also pointed to the need
for more public links to accom-
modate what has become Ameri-
ca’s fastest growing outdoor par-
ticipant sport — golf — despite a
rapid increase in the develop-
ment of public facilities over the
past decade.

“Only 53 percent of the na-
tion’s courses are public and 84
percent of the golfers allegedly
play these courses,” Eckhoff said.

He pointed out a recent NGF
study.

“It showed,” he said, “that 45
percent of America’s 11,000,000
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golfers use municipal courses; 39
percent semi-private and 16 per-
cent private.” Public courses are
semi-private — privately owned
but open to the public on a daily
fee basis—and municipal courses
which are open to anyone.

In heavily populated areas,
playing conditions have become
so extreme on weekends that lo-
cal radio stations broadcast the
waiting times for tee off as a
public service, Eckhoff stated.

He said public courses, how-
ever, are increasing, indicated by
the following growth factors:

—In 1968, public operations
were up 11 percent over 1958: 65
percent of all new golf courses
open for play were public, a gain
of 4 percent over 1967.

—In the ten-year period ended
December 31, 1968, semi-private
courses increased 115 percent;
municipal courses, 45 percent;
and private clubs, 42 percent.

Houston has been selected as
the site for the organization’s
41st International Turfgrass Con-
ference & Show, which will be
held February 8-13, 1970, at the
Albert Thomas Convention &
Exhibit Center. GCSAA’s last
appearance in Houston was in
1960.

GCSAA president James W.
Brandt, Danville (Illinois) Coun-
try Club, said the Rice Hotel will
serve as Conference headquar-
ters.

John Spodnik, golf course su-
perintendent, Westfield Country
Club, LeRoy, Ohio, was elected
new president. Elected vice pres-
ident was Norman W. Kramer,
Point O’'Woods Country Club,
Benton Harbor, Michigan. Re-
elected as a director was Robert
V. Mitchell, Sunset Country
Club, St. Louis, Missouri. New
directors include Warren A.
Bidwell, Philadelphia Country
Club, Gladwyne, Pennsylvania
and Keith Nisbet, Westview Golf
Club, Aurora, Ontario, Canada.
Reappointed to th® board for
a one-year term was Clifford A.
Wagoner, Del Rio Country Club,
Modesto, California.
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New officers elected at the January session of the Virginia Turfgrass Council, left to right:
Sheldon Betterly, president; Charles K. Curry, first vice-president; Lee C. Dieter, 2nd vice-
president; R. D. Cake, secretary-treasurer; William P. Mooney, newly elected director; and

Darryl McCabe, director elected last year.

Ninth Conference Staged
By Virginia Turf Council

Turf management, both the
techniques 'of managing grass
and the economic aspects of a
well coordinated program, was
stressed at the ninth Virginia
Turfgrass Conference held re-
cently at Richmond, Va.

More than 200 members and
guests of the Virginia Turfgrass
Council attended a 2-day ses-
sion. Sponsors along with the
Council was the Cooperative Ex-
tension Service of Virginia.

Officers elected for the new
year are: Sheldon Betterly, pres-
ident, sod grower at Nokesville;

John Shoulders, left,
program chairman,
and Roy Watson, a
past president, and
in charge of ar-
rangements visit dur-
ing conference.

Charles K. Curry, Eastern sales
representative for Ryan Equip-
ment Company at Manassas, 1st
vice-president; Lee C. Dieter,
superintendent at Washington
Golf and Country Club, Arling-
ton, 2nd vice-president; R. D.
Cake, George Tait and Sons
Seed, Norfolk, secretary-treasur-
er; B. K. Powers, Weblite Corpo-
ration, Roanoke, director; and
William P. Mooney, superintend-
ent at Langley Air Base, director.

J. F. Shoulders, Extension Turf
Specialist, served as program
chairman and Roy Watson super-
intendent at Richmond Country
Club and past president of the
Council, handled local arrange-
ments.
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