
the use of herbicides continues 
to expand dramatically. 

In contrast, demand for insec-
ticides responds more to growth 
of population and consumer in-
come than to discovery of new 
material and changing technolo-
gies. For example, some arseni-
cals—still effective today—have 
been used since before the turn 
of the century. The use of newly 
developed systemic insecticides 
will probably increase, says 
USDA, but this is likely to be 
offset by a decline in the use of 
other insecticides. 

Bob Hisey, Vo-Ag student at Marysville High, works on his research project in Scotts lab 
while onlookers Bob Yeh (left), of Taiwan and a Scotts staffer, Superintendent of Schools 
Leroy Williams (foreground) and Vo-Ag teacher Odell Miller "supervise.' 

Vo-Ag Students Earn 

While They Learn 

Since 1964 Scotts Research, 
Marysville, Ohio, has been giv-
ing promising high schoolers the 
opportunity to try their hand 
at turf research. The teenagers 
— all Vo-Ag students at Marys-
ville High — work half a day at 
Scotts, attend school a half day. 

Seven students have com-
pleted or are presently working 
on the Agri-Business program, 
which helps the students gain 
a better understanding of scien-
tific research and acquaints 
them with the functions and op-
portunities in agricultural busi-
ness. 

Vo-Ag teacher Odell Miller 
directs the Agri-Business pro-
gram at the high school; re-
searcher Eugene Mayer organ-
izes the work assignments for 
the students at Scotts. 

As an example of the work 
done by students, Robert Hisey 
works in herbicide development, 
studying bensulide for preemer-
gence crabgrass control (pre-
vents crabgrass seeds f r o m 
germinating; whereas m a n y 

other crabgrass preventers kill 
the seedling crabgrass after 
being absorbed through the tiny 
roots). 

Studies such as this give the 
agribusiness student a keen un-
derstanding of scientific re-
search. 

Pesticide Demand Grows 

with Consumer Incomes 

Farmers use a lot of pesticides, 
says the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture, but so do other people. 

According to USDA statistics, 
farmers purchase about 40 per-
cent of all pesticides sold an-
nually; about 20 percent are 
shipped abroad, and the remain-
der, a whopping 40 percent, are 
sold to non-farm outlets for use 
around the home and garden, 
business and industrial sites, 
highway and utility right-of-
ways and recreational areas. 

Although use of insecticides is 
likely to continue upward, it will 
do so at a slower rate than that 
of herbicides, USDA reports. Be-
cause modern herbicides have a 
more recent history of technolog-
ical development and acceptance, 

New Fylking Puts Hex 

on Artificial Grasses 

A new rival to artificial lawn 
carpeting is the perennial Ken-
tucky bluegrass named Fylking. 
Possessing the advantages of ar-
tificial grass, it also offers the 
fresh, hygienic cover that only 
a living sod can provide. 

Overcoming several deficien-
cies of fine lawngrasses, Fylking 
thrives at a close mowing height 
of an inch or less and resists 
diseases such as leafspot and 
stripe smut. Therefore, it not 
only adapts to baseball fields and 
golf course tees and fairways, 
but it retains its healthy, un-
blemished color from early 
spring until late autumn. Not 
even drought can harm this 
sturdy grass. 

Indeed, Fylking seems to put 
a hex on artificial grass that is 
neither self-renewing nor as 
healthful as a select bluegrass. 

Voracious Snail May Help 

Control Fresh-Water Weeds 
A large, weed-eating snail may 

help solve some weed problems 
in fresh-water ponds, lakes and 
streams, according to the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

Researchers at the University 
of Miami, Fla., under govern-
ment contract, will determine 
the physiological and environ-
mental factors that influence re-



production of the snail Marisa 
cornuarietis. 

A hardy snail, Marisa eats the 
eggs of other disease-carrying 
snails but carries no disease of 
man itself. 

The Florida research is de-
signed to develop techniques for 
the mass rearing of the snails 
and to determine means of ship-
ping them economically to weed-
infested ponds and lakes. Var-
ious types of Marisa will be col-

I lected from Florida, Puerto Rico, 
the Caribbean and South Ameri-
ca, the most promising of which 
will be selected for the task of 
helping clear water weeds. 

Grace & Co. Publishes 

1968 Product Guide 

W. R. Grace & Co. has recently 
published a 112-page edition of 
its Product Guide as an aid to 
those wishing to purchase their 
products or services. For a copy 
write their Information Services, 
PR Div., 3 Hanover Square, New 
York, N.Y. 10004. 

Packed in Poly Bags 

New Chewings Fescue 

Highlight — the first certified 
Chewings fescue available in the 
United States — is now moving 
into trade channels, according 
to Dick Bailey, Halsey, Ore., the 
man in charge of seed produc-
tion for W. R. Grace & Co., 
Rudy-Patrick Seed Division. 

A Dutch variety that has been 
in the development stage for 
over 15 years, Highlight is a 
disease - resistant, winter - hardy 
variety that maintains a dark-
green color, says Bailey. 

The new fescue performs well 
in either mixtures or alone, in 
sunshine or shade, according to 
Bailey. A long-lived perennial, 
Highlight has erect growth hab-
its and forms a dense sod in 
a wide range of soil conditions. 

New polyethylene-lined burlap bag is examined by, left to right: Gordon Jones, Hubbard Seed 
and Supply Co., Hubbard, Ore., Frank Buck, certified grower of Highlight Chewings fescue, 
Woodburn, Ore., and Dick Bailey, W. R. Grace and Co., Rudy-Patrick Seed Div., Haley, Ore. 
Bag has polyethylene inner liner which maintains viability of seed by slowing rate of moisture 
change. 


