
packet's sides and slowly dis-
solves the fertilizer, which es-
capes in liquid form. The combi-
nation of slow release and mini-
mal amounts of fertilizer deliv-
ered to a plant at any one time 
assures that fertilizer burn of 
root tendrils will not occur, At-
toe says. 

The packet's activity is largely 
controlled by the seasons, i.e. it 
operates through a timing mech-
anism triggered by vapor pres-
sure in warm soil and halted 
when the soil is cold. Thus, fer-
tilizer is not released during 
plants' dormant periods, accord-
ing to Attoe. 

The life of a two-ounce packet 
is usually about five years, he 
says. In warmer climates, how-
ever, it is reduced to about three. 

Recommended for roses, pot-
ted plants, deciduous bushes, ev-
ergreens, shade and fruit trees, 
Root Contact Paket may be used 
in new plantings or with estab-
lished plants. 

For more information, write 
S & D Products, Inc., 216 S. Min-
nesota St., Prairie du Chien, 
Wis. 53821. 

MSU Says Lawns Need Air 

Circulation and Nitrogen 

A recent Michigan State Uni-
versity study has indicated that 
surrounding your lawn with a 
solid screen of trees and shrubs 
will increase lawn maintenance 
problems. 

If air movement across a lawn 
is restricted, the grass may die 
from high temperatures. This re-
sults in a brown, weak turf in-
capable of resisting injury from 
insects, drought or disease. 

Another MSU tip concerns the 
addition of nitrogen in develop-
ing a more lush lawn. Dr. Paul 
E. Rieke, MSU soil scientist, sug-
gests guidelines for nitrogen ap-
plication. 

On Merion bluegrass and bent-
grass receiving plenty of water, 
apply 6 to 8 lbs. of actual nitro-

gen annually per 1000 sq. ft. of 
turf. As no more than 2 lbs. of 
actual nitrogen should ever be 
applied at a time, divide this 
amount among 3 or 4 applica-
tions. 

Use 8 lbs. of nitrogen annually 
on heavily watered, sandy soil; 
on low management turf, use 
4 to 6 lbs. 

On other Kentucky bluegrass, 
3 to 4 lbs. per 1000 sq. ft. should 
be applied to turf getting lots of 
water; 2 to 3 lbs. for non-irri-
gated turf. For red fescues, only 
1 to 3 lbs. should be applied per 
1000 sq. ft. 

MSU studies show that about 
40% of your total fertilizer re-
quirement should be applied in 
April and May, about 20% in 
June and July, and the remain-
ing 40% in August and Sep-
tember. 

The key to good lawn main-
tenance is getting an early start 
with fertilizer to help your grass 
get a jump on any weeds that 
may be present, says Rieke. It 
may be necessary to mow more 
often, making sure clippings are 
removed to avoid susceptibility 
to thatching. 

If your lawn has come through 
the winter with a good stand 
and color, fertilize a little later 
in the spring, Rieke suggests. 
This will mean less mowing, less 
nitrogen, and fewer clippings to 
remove. 

Booklet Illustrates 

Proper Chain Saw Usage 

McCulloch Corporation is now 
offering a new, revised edition 
of its pocket - sized booklet, 
"CHAIN SAW OPERATION." 
Text and illustrations cover tree 
felling, bucking, limbing and 
firewood cutting plus wearing 
apparel and chain saw main-
tenance tips. 

For a free copy, write the Pub-
lic Relations Dept., McCulloch 
Corp., 6101 W. Century Blvd., 
Los Angeles, Calif. 90045. 

HI-RANGER 

HI-RANGER IS 
. . . your most productive, safest aerial 
platform for fastest, easiest tree service. 
Self-leveling bucket with one-hand, 
"3D" all-direction control enables one 
or two men to maneuver while operat-
ing tools. 

Y O U A R E 
. . . assured of maximum work accom-
plished by happy crews who appreciate 
the safety inherent in HI-RANGER® in-
sulated bucket and upper boom. Avail-
able with "all-day" chipbox. HI-RANG-
ER's Series 5TD is most popular with 
tree men. Get all the facts now. 

MOBILE AERIAL TOWERS, INC. 
DEPT. N 2314 BOWSER AVENUE 

FORT WAYNE. INDIANA 4 6 8 0 3 
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