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Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) and French 
broom (C. monspessulanus) are o rnamenta l legu-
minous shrubs that have escaped f r om cu l t ivat ion 
on the Pacific Coast and have become problems in 
both wooded and pasture areas. Another intro-
duced leguminous shrub wh ich is potent ia l ly even 
a worse prob lem on the Pacific Coast is gorse 
(Ulex europaeus). In New Zealand gorse was intro-
duced as a shrub for fence row hedges, but 
escaped and has occupied hundreds of thousands 
of acres of first-class pasture lands. Great e f fo r t 
has been expended in contro l l ing both Scotch 
broom and gorse in that country. Interest ingly, 
these shrubs are not serious problems in Scotland, 
a country f r om wh ich they were introduced. Some 
e f fo r t , however , t o w a r d contro l l ing them is also 
practiced in that country. There are about 80 
species of Cytisus nat ive to Europe, the Canary 
Islands, nor thern Af r ica and western Asia. 

Scotch broom is an erect shrub w i t h green 
branches f r om about 3 to 10 feet h igh. The fo l i age 
is sparse and deciduous. On young plants the 
leaves are t r i fo l ia te and f r om 14 to 1 inch long, 
w i t h the petioles being about the same length as 
the blades. On older plants, the leaves may be 
f r om Ve to Vi inch long, w i t h the petioles a g a i n 

be ing app rox ima te l y the same length as the 
blades. The f lowers are ye l low, legume or pea-like 
in shape, about 2A inch long, and occur solitarily 
or in pairs in the leaf-axi ls . They are extremely 
showy du r ing their f l owe r i ng per iod which ex-
tends f r om January to June. 

Whi le this p lant is a useful and beaut i fu l shrub 
w h e n kept under control , it can be a serious prob-
lem if left to g r o w unchecked. It is noted for its 
ab i l i t y to produce a large number of seeds with 
long- last ing v iab i l i t y . On the Pacific Coast these 
seeds germina te f r om fa l l th rough spr ing. Since 
Scotch broom is a leguminous p lant w i t h nitrogen-
f i x i ng bacter ia , its smal l seedlings quick ly develop 
nodules on their roots and thereaf ter can take care 
of their o w n n i t rogen requirements. Therefore, 
these seedlings of ten g r o w very rap id l y and ex-
tend their roots suf f ic ient ly deep to w i ths tand corn-
pet i t ion f r o m grass and other vegetat ion during 
the d ry summers common to the Pacific Coast. 

A l though Scotch broom is not a v igorous sprout-
er, cut t ing a p lant o f f near the g round line does 
not prevent it f r om sprout ing. However , a severe 
f i re w i l l ki l l the ent ire p lant . Inc idental ly , Scotch 
broom is h igh ly f l a m m a b l e w h e n condit ions are 
r ight and can, therefore, be a f i re hazard. It burns 
w i t h such intense heat that many forest trees have 
been ki l led by Scotch broom fires. 

Young Scotch broom plants can be controlled 
w i t h 2,4-D. Periodic sprayings w i l l be necessary, 
however , because seedlings w i l l keep appearing. 
Even the older plants can be ki l led w i t h 2,4-D when 
the t reatments are made w h e n they are most sen-
sit ive, i.e. w h e n they are in b loom and there is 
suff ic ient soil moisture fo r good g r o w t h to occur. 
Good coverage of the plants is requi red for best 
ki l l and esters should be used. When the plants 
are o ld, especial ly w h e n condit ions are not ideal, 
2,4,5-T should be used. A g a i n esters should be 
employed. Mix tures of p ic loram and 2,4-D or 
2,4,5-T are being used in New Zealand to control 
this shrub. 

Like many w o o d y plants, Scotch broom is sus-
ceptible to basal sprays. Esters of 2,4-D and 
2,4,5-T, or 2,4,5-T a lone, are mixed w i t h diesel oil 
and sprayed on the stems above the ground line. 
Control is assured if a good app l ica t ion job is done. 

Biological control tests on Scotch broom were 
begun in the U. S. in 1960 w h e n moths of the 
Scotch broom stem miner (Leucoptera) were re-
leased in nor thern Ca l i fo rn ia . The use of seed 
weevi ls (Apion) to destroy broom seed has also 
been started in Ca l i fo rn ia . Reducing the vigor of 
the plants and destroy ing their seed w i t h these 
insects should a id in s lowing the spread of this 
menace. 


