Briefly:

Freeman L. Parr, Parr and Hanson, Inc., Hicksville, N. Y., is
a professional arborist and the current ISTC president. In the
following article, WTT is happy to present his views regarding
both past performance and outlook for the future of the Con-
ference. Parr as a businessman hopes to create interest in the
organization by many. He believes the ISTC needs to devote still
more effort to educational projects, and thereby become a great
help in solving tree care problems throughout the world.

International Shade Tree Conference President
Reviews History and Predicts Progress for Group

Growth for L.S.1.C.

By Freeman L. Parr

NTEREST in an organized

tree care movement goes
back to the 1920s. At that time,
many firms throughout the
country were forming organiza-
tions devoted to the care and
maintenance of trees. Colleges
began to offer subjects pertain-
ing to arboriculture.

Eventually, a group of people
decided it would be worth their
while to start up a yearly con-
ference, where those interested
could discuss the many and var-
ied problems of tree care. Thus,
came the birth of the National
Shade Tree Conference, later
known as the International
Shade Tree Conference.

Prime movers in this organiza-
tion were the men interested in
commercial application of shade
tree care, although most of the
educational work was handled
by university-trained people and
people known at that time to
hold a scientific classification.

However, during the growth
of the organization the commer-
cial arborist was one of the most
interested in devoting a great
deal of time and money to the
projects of the ISTC. From the
first president holding a com-
mercial classification until the
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present time, there have been 9
presidents serving the organiza-
tion. While it may be thought
that the commercial arborist has
a selfish interest, his willingness
to put time and money into or-
ganizations such as the ISTC has
greatly aided the growth and ac-
tivities engaged in by the group.

Commercial Interest

The values of the Conference
regarding its members changed

Freeman L. Parr

in relation to the era through
which it passed. During the war
years, the representation through
the ISTC allowed all people en-
gaged in commercial tree care
work plus other interested peo-
ple to speak with one voice to
the national government con-
cerning their rules and regula-
tions. The outgrowth of this need
was the formation of the trade
association (National Arborists
Association), which served to
represent the trade during the
forties.

During the growth of the ISTC
we were fortunate to have two
men of high caliber and repute
to help remedy problems. Dr.
L. C. Chadwick, who served as
secretary-treasurer from 1938
until 1965 when he was elected
executive director, has been ac-
tive in the group for a period of
thirty years. Dr. Paul E. Tilford
joined as editor in 1939 and
served until 1967, at which time
he resigned to become the mayor
of Wooster, O.

During this time there was a
parallel growth of the NAA. Dr,
Tilford served as director dur-
ing the entire development pe-
riod of this organization and un-
til 1966.

As the educational function of
the ISTC grew, many volumes
of the proceedings are a history
in itself. One outstanding work
was “Transplanting of Trees and
Shrubs in the Northern United
States,” which received wide cir-
culation throughout the country.
Other works followed, the most
noteworthy being the shade tree
evaluation work done in coop-
eration with the NAA. This was
one of the most widely distrib-
uted booklets ever published by
the Conference, and it is used
throughout the country as a ba-
sis for shade tree evaluation. A
model street tree ordinance was
published and was well received
by municipal people throughout
the States.

While all this work was being
coordinated on a national basis,
there was being formed through-

WEEDS TREES AND TURF, August, 1968



clip and mail this

coupon today

SAMUEL CABOT INC.

86 S. Terminal Trust Bldg.
Boston, Mass. 02210

Please ship. pints (12 per case)

@ 55¢ each

Please ship quarts (12 per case)

@ 85¢ each

Please ship_________gallons (4 per case)

@ $2.70 each

NEW . . . Pruner's Applicator Jar
(24 4-ounce jars to a case)

Please ship cases (24 per case)

@ $13.20 per case
(All prices f.0.b. Boston)
please quote discounts

Cabot's Tree Healing Paint is a care.
fully prepared bituminous paint for
protecting live wood and preventing
decay. For years, leading arborists
and foresters have been using
Cabot's because it

® Is ideal for painting wounds,
cuts, broken limbs

® produces a black, tough, elas-
tie, quick-drying coating

® Is made of materials beneficlal
to trees

® stimulates growth of new bark

® excludes molsture — prevents
evaporation of sap

® can be used In any season
® easlly applied with paint brush

s
lonsl. oot

CIRCLE No. 7 READER CARD

14

out the different sections of the
United States the affiliated
chapters of the now Internation-
al Shade Tree Conference.
Through the work of these chap-
ters, much of the grass root ac-
complishments have helped the
individual members solve their
day-to-day local problems. It is
also in this area that the future
of the Conference lies. A strong
chapter growth will indeed vast-
ly strengthen the national coor-
dinating structure.

Regional Emphasis

The Western Chapter is divid-
ed into six regions. Each year
meetings held in the various re-
gions are followed up by the
western meeting in Phoenix,
Ariz. The Mid-Western Chapter
encompasses the large areas
around Chicago and St. Louis.
Not only do they have a yearly
chapter meeting, but there is
much cooperation between them-
selves and such organizations as
the St. Louis Arborist Associa-
tion. This is also true of the
Ohio chapter, which has a great
number of International mem-
bers within the state. They meet
each year at Columbus in con-
junction with the Ohio Nursery-
men’s Association and have
brought forth such developments
as major medical coverage for
the members, street tree evalua-
tion programs, and a statewide
safety program worked in con-
junction with the State of Ohio.
Our Canadian chapter across the
way has been the sponsor of sev-
eral international meetings and
has gained great support in the
parks and municipal systems
throughout Canada. One of the
younger chapters, the New En-
gland Chapter, was recently able
to coordinate the many organiza-
tions within their states (such as
the Massachusetts Tree Wardens
and other societies) into one
large meeting at Amherst Col-
lege. This was well attended and
offered an excellent program
that was interesting and inform-
ative. This chapter has made

great strides in the proper di-
rection, which is of the greatest
value to the chapter—that of co-
ordinating all local associations
into an organized level so that
they may save time and have the
facilities for proper meetings.
There is a great problem of dis-
tance in the Southern Chapter,
which runs from the state of
Maryland to the tip of Texas. It
is hoped that more regional
meetings can be held in the fu-
ture to tie together this vast
area. Although lacking in num-
ber this past year, one of the bet-
ter programmed meetings of the
year was held at Orlando, Fla.
This same thing, in a smaller
way, holds true of the Pennsyl-
vania-Delaware Chapter which
has strong groups in the Pitts-
burgh and Philadelphia areas.

Strength in Chapters

In general, the chapters have
news letters which are sent to
members to keep them informed
of happenings in their local
areas. The continued develop-
ment of these chapters, in coor-
dination with the ISTC, means a
much stronger over-all organ-
ization.

As in all things, time moves
on and changes come about. At
one point there was very little
information about tree care in
written form. Over the past num-
ber of years state and local Ex-
tension Services have assigned
some extension people to cover
that phase of horticulture in
which the public is most inter-
ested (lawns, trees and shrubs).
This action is becoming a great
force throughout the country
and makes it much easier for the
average man to secure proper
information.

There is inherent danger in
certain points to allow govern-
ment agencies to become theo-
retical authorities on all phases
of tree care. If tree care organ-
izations are to continue their
own background of authority,
they must do their own practi-
cal research and application of
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the principles gained through ob-
servation and practical knowl-
edge over their many years of
service background. This points
again to the value of such or-
ganizations as the ISTC and the
NAA coordinating agencies that
are able to recognize and use the
abilities of people within their
organizations to institute and
bring forth much needed work
such as the writing of “Stand-
ards for Tree Care” and the
preparation of industry statis-
tics. While on the other hand,
the ISTC is able to be an organ-
izing and educational organiza-
tion to promote the ultimate in
informed arboriculture.

Three Areas of Interest

Over the years the divisions of
interest have fallen into three
groups: municipal and park ori-
ented people; utility oriented
people; and those engaged in
commercial tree care for private
concerns and the public. Because
of the varied interests of these
groups, conferences have al-
lowed each group to present a
portion of the program, conduct-
ed on split-session days. Because
of a uniform interest, exhibitors
from all over the country have
been invited to demonstrate and
display the latest in tree care
equipment and supplies. This is
a great convenience to busy peo-
ple throughout the United
States, where at one point and at
one time of year they may gath-
er to see new equipment, to hear
about the latest in tree care
problems and to discuss these
problems with people in their
own line of work. This coordi-
nating educational function is of
great value and one that cer-
tainly should be expanded.

In projecting the future, there
seems to be no conflict between
the ISTC and the NAA. In a true
sense, the ISTC is the coordinat-
ing educational association,
while the trade association is a
functioning organization to pro-
mote the best things for commer-
cial tree care people.

ISTC Is Worldwide

An international organization,
the ISTC represents all 50 states
and has members in about 7 for-
eign countries. Inherent prob-
lems in such a far-flung organ-
ization are many. In the first
place, because of distances, there
is a great difficulty in doing
proper committee work. Some of
this could be minimized by as-
signing many of the problems
to chapter organizations, allow-
ing each to come up with a point
of view and coordinate the re-
sults of this chapter work. This
would give a more local flavor
and a better chance of accom-
plishing the desired results. In
the original setup in relation to
these problems at present, the
president must have full re-
sponsibility along with the exec-
utive director and the president
elect. Such coordination is a
most difficult thing; and this
problem should form the basis of
reorganization for accomplish-
ment.

If the ISTC is to go forward,
some means must be secured to
have enough financial backing
to employ a fulltime secretary-
ship and vigorous people dedi-
cated to the problems of all peo-
ple interested in trees. This
would require a much greater
sacrifice and contribution on the
part of many to make this the
educational association that it
should be. Greater coordination
of all people interested in tree
care problems will be needed.

Need for Projects

Through the coming years the
ISTC should devote itself to the
greatest extent to its education
projects. It should continue to
represent all areas of interest in
trees. With 40 years experience
as a background in bringing to-
gether all of these interested
people, certainly the problems
will be met and its future will
be one that supplies the great-
est help in solving tree care
problems throughout the world.
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