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Short leaf p ine, a member o f the southern ye l l ow 
pine g roup , is a medium-s ized to la rge tree 80 to 100 
feet in he ight a n d 2 to 3 feet in d iame te r . It is f o u n d 
on many sites, but mostly in pure or m ixed stands on 
dry up land soils. Shor t leaf p ine is f o u n d in the South-
eastern Uni ted States f r om Eastern Texas a n d Ok la -
homa to the Coast a n d nor th as fa r as Southern 
Pennsylvania. It does not g r o w in the Mississippi Va l ley 
reg ion or in the peninsula o f F lor ida. 

Shor t leaf p ine, because of its r emarkab le ab i l i t y to 
sprout a f te r the main stem is des t royed , makes it the 
most d i f f i cu l t o f al l pines to cont ro l on eastern r ights-
o f - w a y . In most instances the sprouts emerge f r om 
do rman t buds loca ted in the v ic in i ty o f the root co l la r , 
but when the aer ia l po r t i on o f the p lan t is to ta l ly 
dest royed, buds can ar ise on the short hor izon ta l por-
t ion of the doub ly curved tap root . 

This p ine may be d is t ingu ished f r om other southern 
ye l low pines by its 3 to 6 inch long needles wh ich 
genera l ly a p p e a r two to a fascic le w i th occas iona l ly 
three. Loblol ly p ine (Pinus toeda) genera l l y has three 
needles per fasc ic le, occas iona l ly two, a n d the needles 
are near ly tw ice as long as those of shor t leaf p ine . 
Pitch p ine (Pinus rigida) needles are a r r a n g e d in clus-
ters of three. They a re usual ly somewhat twis ted a n d 
stand out at r ight ang les to the tw ig . The ang le of 
lob lo l ly a n d shor t leaf p ine needles is more acute. 
Pitch p ine o f ten has tufts o f needles p r o d u c e d in wa te r 
sprouts a long the t runk. 

Shor t leaf p ine d i f fe rs f r om V i rg i n i a p ine (Pinus 

Whether a plant species is de-
sirable or undesirable often de-
pends on the situation in which 
it occurs. This is true of all the 
trees to be discussed in this series 
of articles on identification. For 
example, maple (Acer rubrum) 
is a useful ornamental in land-
scape plantings because of its 
early red flowers, pleasing 
growth habit, and spectacular 
autumn foliage coloring. It is a 
nuisance on the right-of-way be-
cause of its resistance to chemical 
treatment. Similar comments 
could be made about the other 
species to be described. They 
have ornamental, and economic 
value, but not on a utility right-
of-way which must be kept clear 
of tall vegetation. Strong resist-
ance to treatment makes it es-
pecially important that a few 
"problem" species be clearly re-
cognized when they are encoun-
tered in clearance work. Other-
wise there may be needless 
disappointment, and waste of 
time and material through inap-
propriate treatment. J. H. Kirch. 

virginiana) wh ich has short, twis ted needes a r r a n g e d 
two to a fascic le. 

The twigs o f shor t leaf p ine are reddish b rown , stout, 
a n d very br i t t le as c o m p a r e d to other pines. The cones 
are 1 V2 to 2 V2 inches long a n d mature in two seasons. 
Ma tu re cones are short sta lked or sessile. Cone scales 
have sl ight ly en la rged ends te rm ina ted by weak or 
dec iduous pr ickles. 

Shor t leaf p ine may be con t ro l led by fo l ia r sprays 
of 2 , 4 - D / 2 , 4 , 5 - T p rov id ing at least 15 ga l lons of oi l 
per 100 gal lons wa te r is a d d e d to the spray solut ion 
and tho rough we t t i ng is o b t a i n e d . TCA ( t r ich loroacet ic 
ac id) has been used, but the percent roo t kil l is less 
than 5 0 % unless a minimum of one hundred pounds 
per acre is sp rayed . 

Pic loram at rates of one pound per 100 gal lons of 
wa te r has been very e f fec t ive . D i camba and 2 ,3 ,6-
TBA at two pounds per 100 ga l lons water have also 
g iven g o o d cont ro l . 

The p rob lem encounte red w i th shor t leaf p ine is that 
in a r i gh t -o f -way s i tuat ion it is near ly a lways present 
wi th other con i fe r or h a r d w o o d species. Recently mix-
tures of p i c lo ram plus 2 ,4-D, a n d 2,3,6-TBA or d i c a m b a 
wi th 2 ,4 -D plus 2,4,5-T have g iven excel lent root ki l l . 

Ae r ia l app l i ca t ions of 2 ,4 -D a n d / o r 2 ,4,5-T in mix-
ture wi th p ic lo ram, d i c a m b a or 2,3,6-TBA have been 
less e f fec t i ve than g round app l i ca t ions , la rge ly due to 
the d i f f i cu l ty of ob ta in i ng g o o d cove rage w i th the low 
volumes normal ly a p p l i e d by a i r . Thorough we t t i ng 
wi th any mater ia l is necessary fo r g o o d cont ro l o f this 
species. 


