
W i t h o u t s a f e t y b a r tractor operator would be helpless. 
P r o t e c t i v e f r a m e in this test protects dummy, but in regular opera-
tion would l ikely prevent serious injury or death to operator. 

Anti-Roll Bars May 
Make Tractors Safer 

More safety for the tractor 
operator may soon be built into 
tractors. International Harvester 
Company is testing a protective 
frame called an anti-roll bar at 
its Equipment Research and En-
gineering Center at Hinsdale, 111. 

Remote controls permit new 
model tractors to be driven at 
high speeds along a 42-degree 
bank and rolled at will. Elec-
tronic equipment records location 
and force of impact on the frame. 

Strain gauges are cemented on 

the protective frame at various 
locations and connected to a 
radio transmitter. Sound is trans-
mitted through radio telemetry 
on impact of the f r a m e wi th 
the ground. The tone change oc-
curring is read by a receiver and 
recorded on tape. 

In the l a b o r a t o r y , t ape is 
played back into an analyzer 
which translates the tone into 
forces exerted on the frame. The 
test also checks on design and 
mounting of the frame itself. 

Such tests help researchers de-
sign and build a frame to give 
the operator maximum security 
should an operating tractor tip. 

So-Called Fire Resistant 
Plants Are Not 

Two Californians are warning 
home owners via a new publica-
tion not to rely on "fire-resistant 
plants" for protection during the 
brushfire season. 

Such so-called fire resistant 
plants do not exist according to 
Joe R. Goodin, University of 
California agronomist at River-
side, and Richard Maire, Los An-
geles County farm adviser. Any 
plant, they say, will burn if sub-
jected to enough heat. 

The larger a plant grows, the 
more potential fuel it produces, 

and the greater the fire hazard. 
As soil becomes dry, a plant 
takes up less water and has a 
lower moisture content. Irrigat-
ing can make the difference be-
tween an extremely flammable 
plant and one which will not 
burn as readily. Thus, the main 
protection is management. 

Goodin and Maire pointed out 
that well-pruned, cleanly main-
tained, and irrigated areas did 
not carry fire during the Califor-
nia Bel Air conflagration of 1961. 
Sprinkler systems offered fur-
ther protection. 

Name of the new publication, 
soon to be released, is "Land-
scape for Fire Protection." 

Sprayer Accessories 
Catalog Available 

John Bean Division has pub-
lished a 4-page, illustrated cata-
log describing the Division's line 
of "Agricultural Spray Acces-
sories." 

Shown are high-pressure guns, 
couplers, hoses, gauges, valves, 
filters, boom accessor ies and 
nozzles. Write L-1903, John Bean 
Division, FMC Corp., 1305 S. 
Cedar St., Lansing, Mich. 48910. 

Non-Slip Floor Coating 
Resists Chemicals 

A new non-slip floor coating 
that is impervious to most in-
dustrial chemicals is now being 
marketed. The new coating is 
ca l led " E p o x o " , produced by 
Falcon Alarm Company. 

Tests show Falcon Epoxo re-
sistant to most acids, chemicals, 
oil, grease, corrosives, and even 
salt water. Epoxo is so corrosive-
resistant, Falcon reports, that it 
is used on the flight and weather 
decks of virtually every U. S. 
Aircraft Carrier in the first-line 
fleet. 

Epoxo reduces accidents and 
helps prevent slips, skids and 
falls. It is designed for applica-
tion around machinery, marine 
decks, oil rigs, loading ramps, 

T r a c t o r r e a c h e s s p e e d and incline which starts rollover. 


