
sassa Springs, Crystal River, and 
Weekiwachee Springs are only a 
few of its famous water attrac-
tions. 
Eurasian WatermilfoM 
Dominates and Damages 
Water Resources 

E u r a s i a n watermilfoil, now 
well established along the west 
coast of Florida, is a submersed 
vascular a q u a t i c plant which 
produces a mat of vegetation 
several feet thick. It dominates 
the water where it grows. It 
can severely damage water re-
sources by stopping recreational 
activities such as fishing, skiing, 
boating, and swimming; by clog-
ging channels used for naviga-
tion and drainage; by destroying 
commercial f i s h e r i e s ; and by 
limiting the appeal of these areas 
as tourist attractions. 

Florida now has three common 
species of watermilfoil. Parrot-
feather and broadleaf m i l f o i l 
have been established for many 
years. E u r a s i a n watermilfoil's 
adaptation to a wide range of 
environmental conditions makes 
it a potential p r o b l e m p l a n t 
throughout Florida. It can be 
distinguished by its e m e r s e d 
flower spikes 2 to 4 inches long, 
or by its leaf whorls which are 10 
to 14 finely dissected segments 
on each side. 

The complex problem facing 
Florida is where and how rapidly 
watermilfoil will spread. The 
most efficient method of repro-
duction and spread is by frag-
mentation (4). A single 2-inch 
fragment may take root and 
grow 4 feet or more in 3 months 
(5). The interconnection of many 
of the rivers, and the movement 
of small boats from one area to 
another, increase the chances of 
its spreading to the other water-
sheds. The spread of milfoil over 
200,000 acres in Chesapeake Bay 
in 10 years should illustrate the 
problem. Florida is well aware 
of how rapidly a plant can be 
disseminated, as a result of ex-
perience with the water hyacinth 
(Eichhornia crassipes) and a 
more recent aquatic plant, Flori-
da elodea (Hydrilla verticillata). 
The public and also its State 
agencies must be convinced that 
eurasian watermilfoil is a serious 
threat. 

The future of the water re-

sources may be determined by 
action taken in the next few 
y e a r s . R e s e a r c h is urgently 
needed on the ecology of the 
plant and on its control. Florida 
should evaluate methods success-
ful in other parts of the USA. A 
s u c c e s s f u l method of control 
should be found and then utilized 
in a program. This will depend 
on early identification of the 
weed and on prompt treatment. 
Anyone who finds this plant in 
areas other than those discussed 
here should report it to a local 
Florida Game and Fresh Water 
Fish Commission o f f i c e . Co-
operation b e t w e e n t he public 
and its State agencies will be an 
important factor in preventing 
spread. 
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Information for this material 
is from cooperative investiga-
tions of the Crops Research 
Division, Agricultural Research 
Service, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture; the Central and 
Southern Florida Flood Control 
District; and the Florida Agri-
cultural Experiment Station, 
Fort Lauderdale, Fla. The orig-
inal paper was presented by 
author Blackburn at the 1967 
annual meeting of the Hyacinth 
Control Society and will be pub-
lished in the proceedings of the 
Society. 
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