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Concerned About Editorial

I am concerned over your edi-
torial “Incident in Vermont” ap-
pearing in the January 1967 issue
of WEEDS TREES AND TUREF.
To many of us this is not a “back-
water” case. Any case of this na-
ture is serious because of the
precedent it may set. It should,
therefore, be carefully researched
and the true facts determined be-
fore it is given national publicity.

During my presence at the trial,
no one tried to convince “. . . a
jury of hard-headed Vermonters
that it is perfectly all right to put
a combination of chemical weed-
killer and No. 2 fuel oil into a
farmers water supply.” On the
contrary, a considerable amount
of testimony was given to show
why the chemical could not have
gotten to the water supply. First,
it was not mixed at the water hole.
There was no reason to use water
since the brushkiller was to be
applied as a stump spray in a fuel
oil carrier. Second, the material
was applied to stumps at a con-
siderable distance from the water
hole and the stream leading to it.
Third, the amount applied to the
treated area was less than three
quarts of the brushkiller diluted
in 15 gallons of fuel oil. This was
a summer stump treatment. Con-
ditions were ideal for rapid break-
down of the 2,4-D and 2,4,5-T con-
tained in the brushkiller by soil
bacteria.

The farmer claimed that two of
his cows were Kkilled and the entire
herd affected by the chemical-fuel
oil mixture. No autopsy had been
performed and no evidence was
presented to show that the amount
of chemical and fuel oil in question
could kill a cow. Much testimony
to the contrary was given by two
university weed scientists.

I cannot agree that this case il-
lustrates a chemical misuse or an
unsafe practice as your editorial
implies. Stump sprays of 2,4-D/
2,4,5-T brushkillers have been ap-
plied to right-of-way brush in this
manner for 20 years. To my
knowledge there has never been a
case of herbicidal poisoning of
livestock from this technique. It
is one of the safest that can be em-
ployed and is widely recommended
by weed scientists and extension
personnel all over the world.

John H. Kirch

Marketing Manager
Industrial Chemicals
Amchem Products, Inc.
Ambler, Pa.

100TM — Tractor-Mounted, 100 Gallon, PTO Sprayer

The Myers 100TM GilasStrarn ‘
Sprayer is one more reason why . . .

You'll Profit from
Our Experience!

Pioneering new ideas is an old story at
Myers. We’ve had lots of experience at it...
the 100TM, Myers exclusive GlasStran
Sprayer, is a good example. It has proved an
instant success. Professional applicators find
it to be the ideal answer for a lightweight,
easy-to-handle rig that holds up under the
most rough-and-tumble conditions. Complete
with 12, 6 or 3 GPM pump, mechanical
agitator, sight gauge and many other fea-
tures. Get the facts about the 100TM, call
your Myers Dealer today!

6520-4ET2. While you're at it. ..
ask about this new Myers Series
with “pillows of air” running gear.
It's another Myers high quality,
high pressure (20 gpm, 400 psi)
sprayer that fits a wide range of
applications.

Myers |...the finest name in power sprayers
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