
Survey '67: 

Turfgrass Management Training, Part 3 
From "brushup" short courses to two-year technical programs, 
from four-year undergraduate courses leading to B.S. degrees to 
research-oriented postgraduate studies, colleges around the country 
are stepping up their turfgrass management training programs in 
the face of heavy demand for graduates. On the following pages, 
and in coming issues, W T T surveys turfgrass programs and the 
specialists behind them. Final installment will appear in July. 

L a k e City Junior College, L a k e City, F lor ida 

Enrol lment for the program which was 
started last year consists of 9 day students 
with an addit ional 24 students taking night 
classes. 

Requirement for admission is a high 
school educat ion. Classes begin August 14 
which is also the deadline for application. 
Tuit ion costs average about $75 per term 
for local students, $90 for other Florida 
students, and $125 for out-of-state stu-
dents. On-the- job training is a program 
requirement . T h e course is the only one 
of its type in the Southeast and was de-
signed by industry and college personnel 
to meet the needs of industry for turf per-
sonnel according to Walter D. Anderson, 
executive secretary of the Florida Turf-
grass Association. 

Requests for informat ion may be di-
rected to Dr. James H. Thacker , Lake City 
Junior College, Lake City, Fla. 32055. 

Dr. J a m e s H. Thacker : Career 
opportunities are almost unlimited 
because of the rapid growth of the 
industry and the accompanying ad-
vance in technological develop-
ments. 

Turfgrass and ornamenta l hort icul ture 
management programs have been devel-
oped through cooperat ion of colleges and 
industry representatives. A 2-year course 
is o f fe red through the Technical Division 
of the College. Gradua te s are awarded an 
Associate of Science Degree in either T u r f -
grass Management or in Ornamenta l Hor-
ticulture. 

Dr. James H. Thacker directs both the 
turfgrass and ornamenta l hort icultural pro-
grams. Subjects of the turfgrass program 
center a round establishment and mainte-
nance of industrial and municipal parks, 
golf courses, cemeteries, road rights-of-
way, and public and commercia l building 
grounds. Specific subjects are turf growth 
and composit ion, insects and diseases, fer-
tilization, and turf protection. Theory and 
technical knowledge are given in the class-
room and actual pe r fo rmance of skills in 
the industry are carried out in both indoor 
and ou tdoor laboratories. 

State University Agricultural and Techn i ca l Col lege, Farmingdale, New York 

Dr. Dona ld W . Gr i f f i ths , j r . : Edu-
cators and industry leaders agree 
that there is a need for competent 
turfgrass specialists. They can sat-
isfy this need only if they have 
young men aware of the situation. 

Turf training at New York ' s State Uni-
versity Agricultural and Technical Col-
lege, Farmingdale , is conducted by the 
Depar tment of Ornamenta l Hort icul ture 
and is directed by Donald W. Gr i f f i ths , 
Jr. , Associate Professor of Ornamenta l 
Hort icul ture . 

Program of fe red is a two-year course 
leading to an Associate in Applied Science 
degree in ornamenta l hort icul ture with 
a ma jo r in turf management . A separate 
one-year vocational program is being 
planned for the near fu ture . Two-year 
students study turfgrass cul ture and man-
agement , as well as design, hort icul ture, 
and arboricul ture. Technical courses are 
supplemented with general educat ion and 
basic science subjects. Students are re-
quired to gain on-the-job experience be-
tween the second and third semesters, and 
additional part- t ime work is r ecommended 
but not required. 

Begun in 1966, the Farmingdale pro-
gram has a first-year enrol lment of 10, 
with a larger class expected for the second 
year. Courses in turf management and 
landscape development are taught by Grif-
fiths, with many staff members cooperat-
ing in teaching allied subjects. 

Requi rement fo r admission to the pro-
gram is high school graduat ion with a 
sat isfactory record including math and 
science studies. Tuit ion for New York 
residents is $400 per year; for nonresi-
dents, $600. Registration begins Sept. 11, 
1967, and Sept. 9, 1968. Applications 
should be made at least six months in 
advance, though late applications may be 
accepted on the basis of student quotas, 
etc. For fu r ther details, write Director of 
Admissions, State University Agricultural 
and Technical College, Farmingdale , New 
York 11735. 



Mississippi S ta te University, S ta te College, Mississ ippi 

Dr. C o l e m a n Y . W a r d : At no time 
has there been greater demand for 
qualified graduates—the need far 
exceeds present or anticipated en-
rollment. I know of no area where 
there is greater opportunity. 

Tur f t ra in ing is d i rec ted by the A g r o n -
o m y D e p a r t m e n t and all turf courses a r e 
t aught by the staff of the A g r o n o m y De-
p a r t m e n t . H o w e v e r , a jo in t m a j o r is 
o f f e r e d by the D e p a r t m e n t s of A g r o n o m y 
and Hor t i cu l tu re . 

Dr . C. Y. W a r d directs the turf r esearch 
and teach ing p r o g r a m . A turf m a n a g e m e n t 
op t ion o f f e r i n g a B.S. degree is o f f e r e d 
by both the A g r o n o m y and Hor t icu l tu ra l 
depa r tmen t s . E m p h a s i s on courses is split 
abou t equal ly be tween these two depa r t -
ments . S tuden t s may also take a Mas te r ' s 
o r Ph .D . degree in A g r o n o m y C r o p s wi th 
the research p r o g r a m being in the f ield 
of turf m a n a g e m e n t . Specif ic degrees o f -
fered f o r the u n d e r g r a d u a t e a r e A g r o n -
o m y - T u r f M a n a g e m e n t o r Hor t i cu l tu re -
Tur f M a n a g e m e n t . 

T e a c h i n g staff consis ts of D r . W a r d , D r . 
Leyton Davis , and Jack E. G a r y . T h e pro-
g ram, s tar ted in 1965, has 10 s tuden ts en-
rolled with the selected op t ion of T u r f 
M a n a g e m e n t e i ther in Hor t i cu l tu r e or 
A g r o n o m y . T h r e e s tuden t s a re cur ren t ly 
comple t ing B.S. r equ i r emen t s and one is 

g radua t ing with a Mas te r ' s degree . S o m e 
3 to 5 s tuden ts are expected to g r adua t e 
annua l ly over the next f ive years . W o r k 
in the field is encouraged . W o r k i n g agree-
men t s wi th golf course super in tenden t s 
exist fo r s u m m e r e m p l o y m e n t . Also, stu-
den t s m a y a l te rna te school w o r k with ou t -
side e m p l o y m e n t by a t tending classes du r -
ing a l te rna te semesters . 

Tui t ion at the Univers i ty is $174 per 
semester which includes s tudent activit ies 
and heal th service. T h e fall semester be-
gins Sep tember 14. A slightly lower ra te 
exists fo r the spr ing semester which begins 
F e b r u a r y 2, 1968." A n addi t ional $25 per 
semester is cha rged out -of -s ta te s tudents . 
S tudents w h o have comple ted work at an 
accredi ted high school or w h o t r ans fe r 
f r o m a jun io r college a re eligible. All a re 
requi red to have taken the A m e r i c a n Col -
lege Test . 

Reques ts fo r addi t ional i n fo rma t ion m a y 
be d i rec ted to Dr . C . Y. W a r d , A g r o n o m y 
Crops , P .O. Box 5248, State College, Miss. 
39762 . 
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The University of T e n n e s s e e , Knoxville, T e n n e s s e e 

Tur f T r a i n i n g at the Univers i ty of T e n -
nessee is o f f e r e d in the D e p a r t m e n t of 
A g r o n o m y , and is d i rec ted by Dr . L. M. 
Ca l l ahan , Ass is tant P ro fessor in T u r f g r a s s 
M a n a g e m e n t . 

P r o g r a m o f f e r s g r a d u a t e special izat ion 
in turf m a n a g e m e n t at the M.S. and P h . D . 
levels, with ass is tantships avai lable f o r 
qua l i f ied s tudents . A special ty course in 
turf m a n a g e m e n t is o f f e r e d at the senior 
( unde rg radua t e ) level, bu t also developed 
f o r j un io r s and g r adua t e s tudents . Subjec t 
a reas covered inc lude all aspects of turf 
m a n a g e m e n t , such as soil fert i l i ty, ferti l iz-
ers, soil chemis t ry , genetics, p lant physi-

Dr. L. M. C a l l a h a n : Graduates are o logy, bo tany , p lan t pa tho logy , en tomol -
in great demand for University re- O g y , l a n d s c a p e d e s i g n , a g r i c u l t u r a l 
search and Extension work and by engineer ing , etc. Prac t ica l t ra in ing is in-
industry in all areas. 

e luded in this course , and on- the - job t ra in-
ing is par t of the g r adua t e p rog ram. 

Begun in 1964, Tennessee ' s g r a d u a t e 
p r o g r a m is just get t ing unde rway , with the 
first g r adua t e s tudent cur ren t ly comple t -
ing his M.S. degree in turf m a n a g e m e n t . 

R e q u i r e m e n t fo r en te r ing the g radua t e 
turf p r o g r a m is es tabl ished by the Unive r -
sity. T h e r e is no tui t ion fo r Tennessee 
residents; nonres iden t tui t ion fo r course 
en ro l lmen t is $150 per qua r t e r . Reques ts 
fo r i n fo rma t ion regard ing en ro l lmen t in 
the Univers i ty should be addressed to the 
Dean of Admiss ions , Univers i ty of T e n -
nessee, Knoxvil le , T e n n . Inquir ies on the 
turf m a n a g e m e n t p r o g r a m can be sent to 
Dr . L. M. Ca l l ahan , D e p a r t m e n t of Ag-
r o n o m y , Col lege of Agr icu l tu re , Univers i ty 
of Tennessee , Knoxvil le . 

vot ing t ime to research in turf and turf 
diseases, respect ively. T e a c h i n g is d o n e 
at Pu l lman with most of the research be-
ing conduc t ed at the Wes te rn Wash ing ton 
Research Stat ion at Puyal lup , W a s h . 

R e q u i r e m e n t f o r en te r ing the p r o g r a m 
is admiss ion to the Univers i ty . Tui t ion is 
is $105 per year fo r residents , and $315 
per yea r f o r nonres idents . In the fall of 
1967, regis t ra t ion begins Sept. 25, and 
classes, Sept. 28. In the spr ing of 1968, 
regis t ra t ion will begin Feb . 8, and classes, 
Feb . 12. Ear ly appl ica t ion is advised. Re-
ques ts fo r i n f o r m a t i o n regard ing degrees 
in tu r fg ra s s m a n a g e m e n t ( ag ronomy with 
turf m a j o r ) should be directed to Mr . Alvin 
G . Law, J o h n s o n Hall , Wash ing ton State 
Univers i ty , Pu l lman , W a s h . 

Washington State University, Pullman, Washington 

Dr. Roy L. Goss : Opportunities in 
the field are very good. We have 
a shortage of good trained per-
sonnel. 

Tur f t ra in ing at Wash ing ton State Un i -
versity is the responsibil i ty of the A g r o n -
o m y D e p a r t m e n t , and is a coopera t ive e f -
for t a m o n g a g r o n o m y staff m e m b e r s . 

P r o g r a m o f f e r e d is a fou r -yea r unde r -
g r a d u a t e course of s tudy, leading to a B.S. 
in a g r o n o m y with a m a j o r in tu r f . In 
addi t ion to general science, a g r o n o m y , and 
o the r r equ i red courses , s tuden ts t ake the 
course in T u r f g r a s s Cu l tu re , t augh t by 
Alvin G . Law. On- the - job t ra in ing is not 
included as a r equ i r emen t of the unde r -
g r a d u a t e p r o g r a m ; however , it is encou r -
aged. 

Begun abou t 1948 in turf research , 
Wash ing ton State 's p r o g r a m began o f f e r -
ing t ra in ing courses in 1953. T h e r e is still 
cons iderab le emphas i s on research , with 
Dr . Roy L. G o s s and Dr . C . J . G o u l d de-


