
SOD INDUSTRY SECTION 

Introducing 0217 Brand, Fylking Kentucky Bluegrass 
A Kentucky Bluegrass Adapted To Close Mowing 

By DOYLE W. JACKLIN 

Turf lovers have long wished 
for a turf with the good color, 
density and hardiness of Ken-
tucky bluegrass yet which would 
stand up to extremely close clip-
ping. A new dwarf bluegrass 
now available in limited quan-
tities, meets this requirement 
and goes far beyond it to offer 
ou t s t and ing advantages over 
most other grasses both for golf 
tees, greens aprons, low-mowed 
fairways, and for home lawns. 

The new variety, now being 
registered under its test code 
number 0217, is Fylking Ken-
tucky bluegrass. The first seed 
was produced at the famed Sval-
of plant breeding station in Swe-
den. It was brought to this con-
tinent ten years ago by Arden 
W. Jacklin, president of the 
Jacklin Seed Company of Dish-
man, Washington. Since then 
Hogg & Lytle Seeds of Oakwood, 
Ontario, have been associated 
with Jacklin in testing and de-
veloping the variety for Cana-
dian use. 

The reason why Fylking can 
withstand closer mowing than 

many other Kentucky varieties 
is due to its low-growing nature. 
It has a short leaf sheath, mod-
erately prostrate leaf blades, a 
f a i r l y slow r a t e of v e r t i c a l 
growth and the ability to main-
tain a high quality leafy turf 
during seed setting time in the 
late spring. This is the time 
when many other varieties be-
come spindly. It can be safely 
recommended for use on tees 
and aprons of greens because it 
readily tolerates cutting heights 
of V2 to % inch and has grown 
well under prolonged cuttings at 
% of an inch. 

Table I illustrates the superior 
color ratings of Fylking received 
in recent North American test-
ing. 

Among the other desirable 
characteristics of Fylking, which 
extensive testing has revealed, is 
the speed with which it becomes 
established. Under optimum con-
ditions sod lifting time has been 
reduced to six or seven months 
after planting. Even under less 
favorable conditions, September 
seeding should be ready for lift-

Note v i ta l i ty of sod strip of 0217 lifted 10 
months after seeding. 

ing by late spring or early sum-
mer. 

An i m p o r t a n t phase of the 
widespread testing program was 
obtaining reliable data on the 
disease resistance of Fylking, test 
coded as 0217. Results in this 
area are most promising. A num-
ber of K e n t u c k y bluegrasses 
have been particularly suscept-
ible to leaf spot. Its various 
strains have probably damaged 
more Kentucky turf than any 
other disease. Fylking has shown 
e x c e l l e n t to outstanding leaf 
spot resistance. It also has ex-
cellent resistance to stripe smut 

N e w sod v a r i e t y , 
0217, F y l k i n g Ken-
tucky Bluegrass, will 
shortly be available. 
Note rhizome devel-
opment in sod plug 
12 months after seed-
ing. Tes ts indicate 
t h a t n e w s o d is 
adapted to close clip-
ping and possesses 
desirable qualities of 
c o l o r , density, a n d 
hardiness. 



H o w f a s t c a n y o u s a y . . 

chop! 

No matter /low fast, it won't be 
faster than the high-velocity cut-
off unit on a R Y A N Heavy-Duty 
Sod Cutter (photo). 

Chop! Just like that you get a 
clean, absolutely square and vertical 
end cut...automatically. And right 
on the button to the exact length 
you're pre-set from 1 to 9 feet. 

This ability to cross-cut sod as 
you go is just one of many reasons 
R Y A N is the first choice of 9 out of 
10 commercial sod cutters. 

Another? Production . . . up to 
15,000 square yards of perfect sod 
per day. 

Another . . . visibility. The op-
erator sees and follows the previ-
ous cut at all times . . . strips the 
field clean without a bit of waste. 

For still other reasons why a 
R Y A N will cut better sod faster (sod 
that lays better and faster, too), 
write today for the new R Y A N 
Heavy-Duty Sod Cutter Bulletin. 

For an easy to 
move companion 

unit, choose the 
RYAN JR. 

SOD CUTTER 

Highly maneuverable in restricted areas , easy 
to move from job to job, the famous Ryan Jr. 
cuts 100 sq. ft. of sod per minute. Cuts a 12" 
strip up to 2Vi* thick. Write for Bulletin I 

Manufacturers of aerators, renovators, vertical 
mowers, spreaders, rollers, and sod cutters. 

E Q U I P M E N T 
C O M P A N Y 

2055 White Bear Ave. , St. Paul, Minn. 55109 

TABLE I. Turf Color R a t i n g s * 

1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 

Fylking 1 1 1 2 1 1 1 1 3 2 

Merion 1 1 2 3 3 2 2 1 1 

Windsor 4 4 2 3 

Newport 6 4 3 2 3 

Park 5 4 4 3 

Common Ky 3 1 6 5 2 4 4 

N. York Conn. Ohio Minn. Wash. 

•States included in Table I were selected as accurate representatives of test results re-
ceived from all states. Varieties are rated in order of excellence. 

and is one of only three com-
mercially available bluegrass va-
rieties which has resistance to 
this disease. Its stem and leaf 
rust resistance is rated as ex-
cellent and resistance to pow-
dery mildew and Fusarium ro-
seum is a v e r a g e or s l i g h t l y 
above. In comparison with other 
varieties in Table II, Fylking 
was again rated as having out-

standing disease resistance char-
acteristics. 

The 0217 testing program has 
been carried on throughout the 
temperate zone of the United 
States and Canada and even into 
Mexico. The many private test-
ers, institutions, e x p e r i m e n t a l 
stations and homeowners who 
cooperated in the program pro-
vided a nonbiased yet extreme-

TABLE II. D i s e a s e Res i s tance 

Rust- 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 

Fylking 2 1 2 2 1 

Merion 3 4 3 2 

Newport 1 2 3 

Windsor 2 

Cougar 1 

Common Ky 3 1 

K 5 (47) 3 

Ind. Wash. Minn. 111. 

Leafspot* 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 

Fylking 2 1 1 2 2 1 1 4 3 

Merion 1 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Newport 4 3 4 3 2 2 2 

Park 4 

Windsor 3 3 

Common Ky 5 4 5 5 3 4 

N. Jersey Ohio Minn. N. York Wash. 
Powdery Mildew* 1965 1965 

Fylking 2 3 

Merion 3 1 

Newport 2 

Windsor 2 

K 5 (47) 1 

Ind. Calif. 

•States included in Table II were selected as accurate representatives of test results re-
ceived from all states. Varieties are rated in order of excellence. 



TABLE III. Turf Qua l i t y * 

1965 1965 1965 

Fylking 1 1 2 

Merion 1 3 1 

Newport 5 3 

Windsor 4 

Prato 1 

K 5 (47) 1 2 

Common Ky 2 6 4 

Minn. N. Jersey Wash. 

•States included in Table III were selected as accurate representatives of test results re-
ceived from all states. Varieties are rated in order of excellence. 

ly critical evaluation of the va-
riety. The consensus of all these 
tests was that Fylking possessed 
a number of superior and desir-
able turfgrass characteristics as 
indicated in Table III. 

Under sod growing conditions, 
Fylking produces an unusually 
vigorous rhizome system with a 
uniform turf of luxuriant ap-
pearance. In 1964 and 1965 North 
American turf trials, Fylking 
rated high in competition with 
other varieties as indicated in 
Table IV. 

It is considerably faster than 
other Kentucky bluegrass varie-
ties in sod establishment. Be-
cause of its rapid rhizome pro-
duction and superior sod density, 
a thatch build-up can occur un-
less there is proper maintenance. 
A thatch control program is rec-
ommended one year after estab-

lishment if the turf has received 
proper feeding and water appli-
cation during its first year. 

A l i m i t e d q u a n t i t y of 0217 
brand, Fylking Kentucky blue-
grass is commercially available 
in the United States and Canada. 
The extensive 0217 testing pro-
gram will continue on an ex-
panded scale, however, so as to 
provide a complete history of 
test results and evaluations to 
fully document the need and 
desirability for Fylking's intro-
duction into the turf industry's 
variety pool. Certainly, on the 
basis of the extensive, critical 
testing of the last ten years, it 
can be said that 0217 brand, Fyl-
king K e n t u c k y b l u e g r a s s has 
most, if not all, the major char-
a c t e r i s t i c s d e s i r e d in a turf, 
whether it be a golf tee, greens 
apron, closely mowed fairway, or 
home lawn. 

TABLE IV. Turf Density* 

1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 1964 1965 

Fylking 1 1 1 1 2 5 1 1 1 1 1 1 

Fylking/Fescue 1 

Merion 2 3 1 1 1 4 2 2 1 1 1 1 

Merion/Fescue 2 

Windsor 3 5 3 6 3 3 3 

Windsor/Fescue 3 

Newport 4 4 3 10 3 3 

Newport/Fescue 7 

Common Ky 5 4 3 11 4 4 

K 5 (47) 2 2 

Park 3 3 9 2 

Park/Fescue 8 

N. Jersey Minn. Conn. W a s h . 111. N. York 
•States included in Table IV were selected as accurate representatives of test results 
received from all states. Varieties are rated in order of excellence. 

Wheel Pump 
SPRAYER 
It pumps 
as it's 
oushed! 

For Turf Care! 
One of the handiest sprayers a pro-
fessional can own. Ideal for jobs too 
small or too i r r egu la r for power 
equipment. Sprays either a 48" wide 
or 24" wide swath. Unique rubber 
wheel-pump "milks" out solution as 
you push the sprayer. Lays down a 
heavy residual sp ray . For killing 
weeds. Fungus control. Insect con-
t ro l . Turf g rubs . Fer t i l i zes , too . 
Safe. Sure. 

Write for new catalog. 

xjniversat 
UNIVERSAL METAL PRODUCTS DIV. 
LEIGH PRODUCTS, INC., SARANAC, MICHIGAN 


