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STANDS of nearly all plant-
ings of fine turf can be im-

p r o v e d t h r o u g h t h e u se of 
mulches. M u l c h i n g of n e w l y 
planted areas will reduce ero-
s i o n , c o n s e r v e m o i s t u r e a n d 
t e m p e r s h a r p t e m p e r a t u r e 
changes. 

Grasses established from seed, 
such as common bermudagrass, 
tall fescue, bluegrass, creeping 
red fescue, and bahiagrass, are 
easily adapted to mulching tech-
niques. 

Turfgrasses such as improved 
t u r f—bermudagrasses, zoysias, 
St. Augustine, and centipede— 
which must be planted vegeta-
tively using sprigs or stolons, are 
now being successfully estab-
lished by stolonizing (broadcast-
ing chopped stolons or sprigs) 
and then mulching with various 
mulches. Through the use of 
specialized machines, sprigs and 
manufactured mulches can be 
applied in a one-step operation. 

R e g a r d l e s s of t h e g r a s s 
planted or method used, prepare 
a good, firm seedbed. A good 
seedbed is essential for a suc-
cessful lawn and eliminates sev-
eral problems which might de-
velop in lawns. Always plant an 
adapted variety of turfgrass and 
use enough seed or plant mate-
rial to obtain complete and 
uniform coverage. 

When small grain straw is 
u s e d as a m u l c h , t h e lawn 
should be planted, rolled, and 
then mulched with straw at a 
rate equal to 2 to 3 tons of straw 
per acre. 

The availability of small grain 
straw is dependent upon the 
season, and straw is objection-
able in home lawns because of 

C o n w e d H y d r o Mu lch is being appl ied in this instance to a typical slope by hydraulic method. 
Seed, mulch and fertilizer are mixed, then appl ied on soil at distances up to 100 ft. 

the weed and small grain seeds 
which come in with the baled 
straw. 

S e v e r a l m a n u f a c t u r e d 
m u l c h e s a r e a v a i l a b l e f o r 
mulching newly planted lawns. 
M a n u f a c t u r e d m u l c h e s are 
packaged mulches and are com-
mercially available any season 
of the year. 

If a manufactured mulch is 
used, two procedures are pos-
sible. First, the same procedure 
as with straw mulch can be 
followed, or second, the hydro-
planting technique can be em-
ployed. With this technique the 
seedbed is prepared and the 
seeds or sprigs and manufac-
tured mulch is applied in a 
s i n g l e o p e r a t i o n with special 
hydroplanting equipment. 

O n e of t h e m o s t popular 
mulches for home lawn areas is 
the wood-cellulose fiber mulch. 
This material consists of ground 
wood fibers, which are dyed a 
green color for ease of applica-
tion and aesthetic value during 
the establishment period. These 

materials are usually applied on 
home lawns or fine turf areas at 
a rate of 2,000 pounds per acre. 
Wood fiber mulches are applied 
in a water slurry or by hydro-
mulching techniques. As men-
tioned previously, seeds, fertiliz-
er, and sprigs or stolons may be 
applied with the mulch in a 
one-step operation. This mulch 
usually loses its green color in 
direct sunlight after a week, but 
it does temper the microclimate 
so that the seedlings benefit 
from the mulch. This is also an 
excellent mulch for stolonized or 
sprigged lawns. 

Another available mulch is 
chopped excelsior. This consists 
of shredded wood, chopped in 
lengths of about eight inches. 
This material can be applied 
either by hand or with conven-
tional straw mulch spreading 
e q u i p m e n t . Chopped excelsior 
mulch can be applied with or 
without asphalt, but in residen-
tial areas the asphalt is usually 
objectionable. Excelsior at the 
rate of 2 tons per-acre will give 



good erosion control and con-
serve moisture on the newly 
seeded or sprigged lawns. How-
ever, on areas where f requent 
mowing in early establishment 
p h a s e s is d e s i r e d , excelsior 
would be objectionable because 
the mulch would be scattered 
over the area by the action of 
the mower. 

Water Soluble Latex Mulch 
For Home Lawns 

Another manufac tured mulch 
that can be used on home lawns 
is water soluble latex mulch. 
This mulch has to be applied 
with similar techniques as the 
wood fiber mulch. Upon evapor-
ation of the water , a thin fi lm of 
rubber which reduces soil ero-
sion is lef t on the surface, but 
some seedling germination can 
be re tarded by the latex and 
resinous mulches. 

Several mulches are manu-
factured for use on critical areas. 
Examples of critical areas are 
ditches, fills, cuts, or excep-
t i o n a l l y s t e e p s l o p e s which 
would not be sufficiently pro-
tected by ordinary mulches. One 

of the most popular mulches for 
lawn critical areas is jute-net , 
which is a net t ing of woven ju te 
twine. Ju te-net is packaged in 
blanket type rolls and is held in 
place on the surface by wire 
staples. Grasses can be seeded 
or sprigged prior to application 
of the mulch. Another critical 
area mulch is woven paper. This 
is manufac tured by several com-
panies and will protect the soil 
f rom erosion for a period of one 
season while the grass is being 
established. 

A more recent mulch now on 
the marke t is fiberglass. Fiber-
glass s t rands are applied wi th 
special equipment utilizing com-
pressed air. A ra te of 12 pounds 
of fiberglass per 100 square 
y a r d s is r e c o m m e n d e d . The 
material is good for prevention 
of erosion, but it could possibly 
be objectionable if the lawn re-
q u i r e d c l o s e mowing dur ing 
e a r l y e s t a b l i s h m e n t periods. 
This mulch does not deter iorate 
but becomes covered by soil and 
v e g e t a t i o n a f t e r a b o u t one 
season. 

While mulches have several 

advantages, there are some dis-
advantages. The use of straw 
mulch can increase or create 
weed problems. Manufactured 
mulches can increase costs and 
p r o p e r a p p l i c a t i o n of these 
mulches may be difficult due to 
t h e r e q u i r e m e n t of special 
equipment . Excess applications 
of any mulch can re tard growth 
and reduce stands. 

Regardless of the mulching 
technique or mulch used, lawn 
establ ishment will not be suc-
cessful unless all necessary steps 
and good management are fol-
lowed. These steps of good man-
agement would include proper 
fertilizing, mowing, and the con-
trolling of tur fgrass pests. 
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W e e d Control 

Special Issue 

Hadfield Automatic Sod Roller 
Patent Pending No. 609838 

Attaches to any Ryan sod cutter (model C-8 cut off 
or later). 

Rolls sod tight and evenly as cut. 
One-man operation does work of 3 men. 
Can pay for itself in one month. 
• strong steel construction • smooth continuous operation 

• doesn't clog • easily attached to sod cutter 

Rider Attachment Ava i l ab le 

TEL. 313 + 628-2000 

HADFIELD S O D ROLLER CO. 
4643 Sherwood 

Oxford, Michigan 48051 

Rugged BRUSHKING cuts down saplings and trees up to 
nine inches diameter; with trimmer 
attachment, effectively clears 
weeds, heavy grass and under-
brush. N o need for toxic 
chemicals. Safe and easy 
to operate. Thousands in 
use the world over. Five 
models to choose from 
Send for free literature 
and name of nearest dealer 

ROWCO M A N U F A C T U R I N G CO. , INC. 
Dept. W T 1 2 7 , 4 8 E m e r a l d Street, K e e n e , N e w Hampsh i re 

BRUSHKING 
solves 
weed and brush 
control problems 
easily, safely. 


