
Mechanical Wheel -Move Irrigation System 
Saves Field Time For McGovern Sod Farms 

As any sod grower knows, 
"You are out of business if you 
don't irrigate." And on the larger 
sod operations, getting an ade-
quate amount of water applied 
during the time grass needs it 
most may be a frustrating task. 
This is especially true during the 
dry months of summer, when 
sprinklers must be kept in con-
stant operation to fulfill the de-
mands of rapidly developing root 
systems. 

The reason for such frustration 
lies primarily with the time lost 
in moving standard irrigation 
piping. Naturally, pipe cannot be 
moved while the sprinklers are 
in operation. The system must 
be shut down and restarted after 
the pipe-moving operation has 
been completed. Such time lost 
generally requires 20% of the 
total time allowed for sprinkling. 
For example: A given field may 
be irrigated for 2 hours before 
movement is necessary, and such 
movement may take three men 
% hour. This large amount of 
time lost has prompted many 
growers to invest in mechanical 
wheel-move irrigation systems. 

McGovern Sod Farms of Mel-
ville, N.Y., is one of these in-
novation-minded g rower s . To 
date, McGovern has invested in 
two of these systems, each able 
to keep a y4-mile length of 4"-
diameter pipe in constant sprin-
kling operation. McGovern's new 

mechanical i r r i g a t i o n systems 
have the aluminum pipe sitting 
on an "A" frame, mounted on a 
set of steel wheels, neither pipe 
nor sprinklers ever turning. This 
new system features an exclusive 
hydraulic drive with a self-
starter and utilizes forward, neu-
tral, and reverse by means of an 
easily controlled hand valve. 

Moving at the rate of 15 feet 
per minute, all wheels drive at 
the same time from the center 
source of power, a gasoline en-
gine. In the event one wheel 
bogs down or meets some ob-
struction, a safety design feature 
shuts off the power to prevent 
twisting the line. As the power 
goes off, the wheels are auto-

matically locked so that the 
movement due to wind, incline, 
etc., is precluded. Another note-
worthy feature is the fact that 
the self-draining sprinklers stay 
upright at all times. 
Fi rst East Coast System 
W i t h Drag Line On Wheels 

The East Coast distributor of 
these systems, National Irriga-
tion, Inc., of Roosevelt, New Jer-
sey, i n f o r m s McGovern that, 
"This is the first mechanical ir-
rigation system in the east that 
has a drag line following the 
wheels with a sprinkler at the 
end of each pipe." 

Both Dick and Ed McGovern, 

McGovern ' s w h e e l -
m o v e i r r i g a t i o n 
sys tem travels at the 
rate of 15 feet per 
minute, all wheels be-
ing driven by a gaso-
line engine. Should 
one wheel lag, power 
is shut of f automati-
cally. Wheels lock in 
place when power is 
shut off. Big advan-
tage of system, ac-
cording to owners, is 
labor and time saved. 

SOD INDUSTRY SECTION 



t he o w n e r - o p e r a t o r s of Mc-
Govern Sod Farms, Inc., were 
impressed with the iaborsaving 
benefits of these irrigation sys-
tems. Not only can more water 
be applied in a given period of 
time, but also less manpower is 
needed to operate the systems 
during this same time period. 
With a standard system, crews of 
three men each are needed to 
work at pipe moving, tending 
generally two or three sod fields 
per crew. Under the new me-
chanical wheel-move system, any 
worker can move a sprinkler line 
(up to y4 mile wide) in five 
minutes. 

It is estimated that cost of the 
basic wheel-move components; 
i.e., power unit and wheel units, 
is approximately four times the 
cost of standard system compo-
nents, i.e., pipe and sprinklers. 
However, it is felt that the ad-
vantages in I a b o r s a v i n g and 
timesaving will more than justi-
fy this extra cost. Furthermore, 
says Ed McGovern, "This system 
will enable us to continue grow-
ing top-quality turf in greater 
quantity." 

Sod Producers 
Form National Group 

Sod growers formally organ-
ized into a national group on 
July 11 at East Lansing, Mich. 
Considered a key move for the 
nation's growers, the formal ac-
tion followed naming of a com-
mittee for the purpose earlier 
this year at the International 
Turfgrass Conference. 

The new group organized as 
the American Sod Producers 
Association with a charter mem-
bership of 40 growers. Member-
ship fees for the new organiza-
tion will be $50. 

Elected president of the group 
was Ben O. Warren, Warren's 
Turf Nursery, Palos Park, 111. 
Vice-president is Robert Day-
mon, president of Emerald Val-
ley T u r f N u r s e r i e s , H o w e l l , 
Mich . E l e c t e d treasurer was 
Louis D e L e a , L o u i s DeLea & 
Sons, East Northport, Long Is-
land, N.Y.; and secretary, Rich-
ard Horner, Horner Sod Farms, 
Wind Lake, Wis. Other mem-
bers elected to the 7-man board 
besides the officers were: To-

bias Grether, C a l - T u r f , Inc . , 
Camarillo, Calif.; J. E. Ousley, 
Sr., Ousley Sod Company, Pom-
pano Beach, Fla.; and Wiley 
Miner, Princeton Turf Farms, 
Inc., Cranbury, N. J. Acting for 
the secretary and treasurer is 
George B. Hammond, Paint Val-
ley Bluegrass Farm, 71 E. State 
St., Columbus, O. Hammond is 
coordinating requests for mem-
bership in the new organization 
and is answering queries di-
rected to the group. 

Final Applications 
For M.S.U. Turf Training 

M i c h i g a n ' s 1 8 - m o n t h - l o n g 
technical training program in 
turfgrass management will be-
gin next month. The program 
which starts September 21 in-
cludes 1 year of campus study 
and 6 months of industry em-
ployment. 

Dr. James Beard, of the de-
partment of Crop Science, re-
ports that 28 of a full comple-
ment of 35 students are now en-
rolled. Final registration date 
is September 18. 

convert 
any 
truck 
body 
for B r 

Any farm, commercial 
or pick up truck can be 
quickly and economically 
converted to dumping with 
any one of the 5 quality 
engineered Glencoe Hy-
draulic Hoist Models. 
Glencoe lets you cut un-
loading time for any bulk 
material — grain, top-soil, 
fertilizer, gravel, lumber, 
silage — to less than one 
minute, and you eliminate 
all the work! 

For further information and the name of 
your nearest Glencoe distributor, write 
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DUMPING!! 
with a 

twin telescopic 

HOISTS 

Manufactured by 
Portable Elevator Mfg. Company 
9 2 0 Grove S t reet 
Bloomington, Illinois 

Hadfield Automatic Sod Roller 
Patent Pending No. 609838 

Attaches to any Ryan sod cutter (model C-8 cut off 
or later). 

Rolls sod tight and evenly as cut. 
One-man operation does work of 3 men. 
Can pay for itself in one month. 
• strong steel construction • smooth continuous operation 

• doesn't clog • easily attached to sod cutter 

Price: $1500 f.o.b. Oxford, Mich. 
TEL. 313 + 628-2000 

HADFIELD SOD ROLLER CO. 
4643 Sherwood 

Oxford, Michigan 48051 


