
Know Your Species 

CINQUEFOIL 

Rough Cinquefoi l Upright Cinquefoi l 

(Potentilla norvegica) (Potentilla recta) 

Rough cinquefoil, sometimes commonly called barren straw-
berry or tall f ive-finger, is an annual, winter annual, or biennial. 
It spreads by seed. Normally this weed is found along roadsides, 
waste areas, in meadowland or pastures. It frequents dry soils. 
Plants are able to withstand drought and thrive from June until 
October, and are found in eastern two-thirds of the United States 
from Mason-Dixon line northward into Canada. It was introduced 
from Eurasia, though some forms appear to be native to North 
America. 

Rather stout stems are rough, hairy, and can be semierect or 
spreading. Note base of plant and roots (1). Leaves are palmately 
divided and resemble strawberry plants with 3 leaflets (2). Small 
flowers grow in clusters at tips of branches (3). Petals are yellow. 
Seeds are about inch long and light brown (4). Plants grow 1 
to 3 feet tall. 

Upright cinquefoil or sulphur cinquefoil like the rough cinquefoil 
is also a dry weather plant. It thrives from June through August on 
dry, gravelly, or stony soils. Is most troublesome in limestone 
regions. Eastern half of Minnesota and Iowa, and most of Missouri 
form western boundary of infestations. Plant ranges eastward over 
same area as rough cinquefoil. It was originally introduced from 
Europe. 

Leaves are alternate and palmately divided with 5 to 7 coarsely 
toothed leaflets (5). Shallow root system (6) can be destroyed by 
cultivation. Plant, with erect or spreading and hairy stems, grows 
1 to 3 feet tall (7). Flowers about 1 inch (8), are perfect, regular 
and found in many-flowered, compact, and almost leafless cymes. 
Calyx is hairy. Plant is a perennial and reproduces by seed (9). 

Both types of cinquefoil are susceptible to 2,4-D at rates of 
1 pound per acre. Clean cultivation or mowing when flowers first 
appear are also claimed to control this weed. 

(DRAWING FROM NORTH CENTRAL REGIONAL PUBLICATION NO. 36, USDA EXTENSION SERVICE) 

Cables, Braces Help Shade 
Tree Survive Violent Storms 

I n s t a l l a t i o n of cables and 
braces to give branches addition-
al strength is decidedly useful in 
preventing storm damage to the 
tree, repairing injuries, and as a 
safety measure when large limbs 
overhang b u i l d i n g s or other 
property. 

In some trees, either as an in-
herent characteristic or because 
of i m p r o p e r p r u n i n g when 
young, major branches develop 
from a narrow-angled, V-shaped 
crotch. As the branches increase 
in diameter they become tightly 
appressed, but the bark in the 
crotch below the point of appar-
ent junction acts as a barrier that 
hinders or prevents the growth 
of uniting wood fibers. As a re-
sult of this weak union, splitting 
at the crotch is likely to occur 
during a storm or even from the 
weight of a b u n d a n t foliage. 
Often the splitting is so severe 
that the tree is damaged beyond 
satisfactory repair. 

Since these structurally weak 
crotches develop gradually over 
a period of years and are ob-
vious long before splitting oc-
curs, there is ample opportunity 
for protective treatment. If the 
tree is young and vigorously 
growing, often one of the two 
branches may be removed with-
out permanently impairing the 
shape and beauty of the tree. 

In m a t u r e t r e e s w h e r e 
branches growing from tight 
crotches are of equal importance, 
the National Arborist Associa-
tion recommends that mechani-
cal support be provided. Usually 
this consists of installing one or 
more brace rods at the crotch and 
placing a system of flexible wire 
cables high in the crown of the 
tree, thus " t y i n g " the major 
branches together. In r e p a i r 
treatment where crotch splitting 
has occurred, the branches are 
drawn together with block and 
tackle until the crack closes; then 
the brace rods and cables are 
installed. 

In aged trees that stand near 
a house, large branches of great 
weight frequently overhang the 
roof. While these branches may 
appear perfectly sound, there is 


