
In this issue, WEEDS TREES AND TURF be-
gins a new feature with our first Monthly Insect 
Report. Because we feel there is a need for more 
grass roots information on the whereabouts of our 
migrant problem pests, we'll report each month 
on insects, attacking turfgrasses, trees, and orna-
mentals throughout the country. 

In this mobile society of ours, there are many 
insects still looking for a home. Consider, for ex-
ample, the immigrant European chafer (Amphi-
mallon majalis), a light-brown beetle, about Vz in. 
long. Chafer larvae feed on turfgrasses, causing 
the turf to brown and die out. With its airborne, 
nocturnal mating habit and a bent for traveling 
by auto, rail, or aircraft, the chafer is spreading. 

From New York it has migrated to Connecticut, 
New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Ohio. Parts of 
New York and Connecticut have been placed under 
quarantine, requiring chafer-free certification for 
sod, topsoil, gravel, sand, and some plants before 
they are moved from the area. But the beetle is 
still looking for a home. This year, it was reported 
for the first time in two Pennsylvania counties and 
four New York counties, and the first Massachu-
setts infestation was observed in the Boston area. 
Who knows how long it will be before turf man-
agers, golf course superintendents, and CAs in 
other states encounter the chafer? 

Pinpointing the insect won't solve the problem, 

Just Looking for a Home 
of course, but it's the first step. Annually, state 
and federal agricultural agencies survey the 
chafer's peregrinations, and this summer, Connect-
icut set out traps to tip off the growing infestation. 
Unfortunately, that state's previously effective 
spraying of infested areas has been terminated be-
cause of "pesticide nerves." The beetle is almost 
sure to spread further. 

USDA counsels control of the chafer by the 
use of soil insecticides. And, it urges a sharp eye for 
the pest, requesting those who collect suspicious 
specimens to join the chafer war by sending them 
to USDA's Plant Pest Control Division. Our point 
is this: the rapid spread of insect infestations 
doesn't permit the turfman or treeman to work in a 
vacuum. Coordinated effort is required in the war 
on destructive pests, and the first stage is to know 
and share the knowledge of the insect's home. 
WTT hopes to contribute to this knowledge with 
its Monthly Insect Reports (page 30). 

WEEDS TREES A N D TURF is the national monthly magazine of 
urban/industrial vegetation maintenance, including turf man« 
agement, weed and brush control, and tree care. Readers in-
clude "contract applicators," arborists, nurserymen, sod growers, 
and supervisory personnel with highway departments, railways, 
utilities, golf courses, and similar areas where vegetation must 
be enhanced or controlled. While the editors welcome contribu-
tions by qualified freelance writers, unsolicited manuscripts, 
unaccompanied by stamped, self-addressed envelopes, cannot 
be returned. 

Turf Experts Recommend... 

FALL POWER RAKING 

HIGH SPEED ACTION lifts out dead cover and thatch without 
scratching or pulling that can harm healthy grass roots. 

Fall is the best time for power 
raking. It gets thatch out 
without disturbing roots, 
opens up the soil so it can 
absorb moisture for fast, 
vigorous spring growth. 
A Ryan Ren-O-Thin power 
rake benefits all types of 
turf grass—fine or coarse. 
It's ideal for preparing seed 
beds . . . or removing crab-

grass. Your choice of rigid 
blade or flail type reels. 
Next to a mower, it can be 
your most used turf tool. 
Send now for literature. 
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SNAP-OUT R E E L S can be 
changed fast without tools. 

Manufacturers of WORLD FAMOUS turf equipment 

EQUIPMENT COMPANY 
2 0 5 5 White Bear Avenue, St. Paul, Minn. 55109 

with all new 

ROOT-LOWELL CORPORATION 
Division of Root-Lowell Mfg. Co., Lowell, Michigan 49331 Dept. WT 

i M - M I DUMMER 
5 or 10 GPM DURACYL* PUMP 
Get better results from all spray-
able materials with Durapower. 
Tops for any gun or boom appli-
cation. Fourteen models wheel 
or skid mounted, 50 through 300 
gallons. Choice of 5 or 10 GPM 
pump with constant discharge 
at pressures to 400 lbs. P.S.I. 

DURACYL PUMP FEATURES: 
1. New pre-pressur- 5. Precision pres-
ized accumulator sure regulator 
2. Finest valve 6. Diamond-hard 
assemblies ceramic cylinders 
3. Leak-proof piston 7. Heavy-duty bear-
shield ings and rods 
4. Extra heavy 8. Continuous oil-
ball bearings splash lubrication 

Before you buy 
any sprayer, s 
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