CROWNVETCH §

Controls Erosion and
Greatly Enhances Hillside Beauty

ZERO MAINTENANCE!
NO MOWING! |
NO WEEDING!

Our seed meets state highway depart-
ment specifications. Packed in 10-pound
sealed, poly bags.

e o 0
Write for Price Information
and Attractive Brochure

STANFORD SEED CO. |

P. O. Box 230 Plymouth Meeting, Pa. 19462
215-825-1240

or
P. O. Box 366 Buffalo, N. Y. 14240

716-825-3300

If You Work with Trees . . .

A

42nd International |
Shade Tree Conference
Convention & Trade Show
AUG. 28 - SEPT. 2
CLEVELAND-SHERATON HOTEL A
CLEVELAND, OHIO |

Plan Now to Attend the |

Delegates will be treated to an infor-
mation-packed program including field
trips, valuable talks on tree planting
and maintenance, educational displays,
and over 50 exhibits of new equipment.

For details write:

Dr. L. C. Chadwick, Executive Director
International Shade Tree Conference
1827 Neil Avenuve

Columbus, Ohio 43210

Lost Identity

One day last month we sat in the office of a
sales manager for a large chemical company who
was anxious to become better acquainted with the
“contract applicator” group he’d heard so much
about lately. He wanted to learn what its mem-
bers buy, how they buy, where they buy, what
their problems are, and how his firm could offer
useful customer service that would help the CA
build business and, ultimately of course, buy more
chemicals. The supplier asked us for the informa-
tion we had on this unorganized and little-recog-
nized segment of the vegetation maintenance and
control market in which the combined purchasing
value of its members accounts for vast quantities
of insecticides, herbicides, fungicides, and equip-
ment. “If only CAs were ‘contactable,’” the sup- °
plier sighed. “If only there were an organization
we could speak to and work with!”

This true experience points up another im-
portant argument in favor of forming a national
association of spraymen. If manufacturers and
suppliers could more easily be in conversation
collectively with contractors in this industry,
these suppliers would develop formulations, ap-
plication equipment, and other tools that would
better fit the needs of commercial spraymen who
are in the vegetation business to do the best job
possible and still make a reasonable profit.

In other industries, research funds and projects
have been established by individual suppliers, and
administered through their customers’ trade asso-
ciations. Everyone has benefited. When new pes-
ticides are to be offered, often an organized trade
group is given a prior chance to field test them
for effectiveness and safety before they are put
on the market for anyone to use.

An organized trade association of contract
spraymen would become recognized and could
provide a showplace for new equipment through
a national convention supported by exhibiting
suppliers. It's easier to obtain eminent speakers
for a national meeting than to ask them to appear
at a number of regional or state meetings.

If some selfless industrymen in this field don't
contribute and volunteer their time towards truly
organizing a national association of spraymen, the
identity of CAs as an important and influential
service group may be lost. Another allied trade
organization may form an affiliated subdivision of
its own association to absorb CAs looking any-
where for someone willing to represent them.
When this happens, CAs may well come off second
best and lose their identity.

WEEDS TREES AND TURF is the national monthly magazine of
urban/industrial vegetation maintenance, including turf man-
agement, weed and brush control, and tree care. Readers in-
clude “contract applicators,” arborists, nurserymen, sod growers,
and supervisory personnel with highway departments, railways,
utilities, golf courses, and similar areas where vegetation must
be enhanced or controlled. While the editors welcome contribu-
tions by qualified freelance writers, unsolicited manuscripts,
uvnaccompanied by stamped, self-oddressed envelopes, cannot
be returned.
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