Weed Society of America to Attract 800
Specialists at St. Lovis Meeting, Feb. 8-11

“The Control of Weeds and
Woody Plants in Rights-of-Way
and Other Industrial Sites,” is
one of 12 subjects covered in
papers which will be read before
the Weed Society of America
Annual Meeting in St. Louis,
Mo., Feb. 8-11, at the Shzraton-
Jefferson Hotel.

Society President Dr. G. F.
Warren of Purdue University,
Lafayette, Ind., predicts some 800
research and education special-
ists will attend the four-day
meeting, representing chemical
companies, public service organ-
izations, public health and regu-
latory agencies, equipment man-
ufacturers, and others.

A discussion of weed control
efforts will take on broader con-
notation when Dr. A. S. Crafts
addresses the assemblage dur-
ing the annual Society banquet.
His subject: “A View of How
People Around the World Are
Working to Combat Weeds,” is
based on personal experience
and observation while he studied
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weed research and control prac-
tices during an 18-month world-
wide junket.

Dr. W. R. Furtick, of Oregon
State University, Corvallis, says
that papers and reports will be
presented on every phase of
weed control, including weed
control in agronomic and horti-
cultural crops, pastures and
rangelands, and forests.

Weed control in turf and reg-
ulatory aspects of weed control
are also on the agenda. Not to be
overlooked and equally as im-
portant to applicators is the
comparatively new field of
aquatic weed control. Other
speakers will cover chemical and
mechanical weed control equip-
ment, and the ecological, physio-
logical and edaphic aspects ' of
weed control.

Soil Society Prints Glossary

A 22-page glossary of soil sci-
ence terms, reprinted from the
May-June issue of the Soil Sci-
ence Society of America Pro-
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ceedings, is available to WTT
readers.

Containing about 850 defini-
tions commonly used in many
soil science endeavors, it was
prepared by the SSSA Commit-
tee on Terminology, and is a re-
vision of its popular 1962 edition.

The glossary is priced at 25
cents per single copy. In lots of
10 or more, cost is 20 cents per
copy. Orders may be placed
with the SSSA central office, 677
South Segoe Rd., Madison, Wis.
53711,

Southern Turfgrass Conference
At Memphis, Feb. 28-March 1

“Better Methods for Better
Turf,” will be the dominating
theme as golf course superin-
tendents, and turfmen meet to
form the Southern Turfgrass
Conference at the Peabody Ho-
tel, Feb. 28 to March 1, in
Memphis, Tenn.

Keynoter for what is antici-
pated to be the largest registra-
tion of turfmen ever to attend
this conference will be Dr. Wil-
liam Daniel of Purdue Univer-
sity. Also scheduled to speak
before this assembly are Dr. O.
J. Noer, Dr. Lloyd Callahan, S.
A. Frederiksen, James Homes,
James Latham, Dr. Coleman
Ward, and W. R. Thompson, Jr.

Also included will be a show-
room displaying equipment and
materials of import to the
greensman, and others of the
turfgrass industry.

Smith-Douglass Introduces
"Golf Green” Turf Products

A new “Golf Green” line of
turf products is now available
from Smith-Douglass Div. of the
Borden Chemical Co., according
to J. R. Stiffler, manager of turf
and garden products.

Turf foods in the group are
named Golf Green Turf Food,
Golf Green Weed and Feed, and
Golf Green Crabgrass and Insect
Control, and will be sold by
Smith-Douglass -‘Nutro dealers
throughout the country.

Golf Green Turf Food is said
to be a high-analysis, lightweight
turf nutrient with three types of
nitrogen to promote good growth
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chemically combined into ho-
mogenous pellets.

Golf Green Weed & Feed con-
tains 2,4-D and 2,4,5-TP (Silvex)
weedkillers to control broadleaf
and chickweed type weeds, in-
cluding dandelion, ragweed,
plantain, henbit, common chick-
weed and others.

Golf Green Crabgrass and In-
sect Control has the same prop-
erties as the other new products
plus Dacthal for pre-emergent
crabgrass control and Aldrin to
kill lawn insects.

More information on the new
Golf Green line may be obtained
by writing to the Smith-Douglass
Turf and Garden Division, P.O.
Box 419, Norfolk, Va.

New Herbicides Show Promise
For Southern Naiad Control

Researchers with the Planta-
tion Field Laboratory, Ft. Lau-
derdale, a branch of the Florida
Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion, say four new herbicides
may well provide the means for
control of southern naiad, an
underwater aquatic weed. The
new herbicides are acrolein,
endothall, diquat and paraquat.

R. D. Blackburn, assistant
agronomist, explained that di-
quat and paraquat were the “two
most promising materials evalu-
ated.” In another report, Dr.
Lyle W. Weldon, also an assistant
agronomist, said, that although
endothall and acrolein gave the
“most rapid kill” of southern
naiad, re-treatment was needed
at the end of four months. In
comparison, re-treatment after
using diquat was not necessary
for 18-21 months.

Both men emphasized that
diquat and paraquat were the
only herbicides that were not
toxic to fish.

Measurements of water flow
have been made in South Florida
irrigation channels showing that
southern naiad and other under-
water weeds may “reduce water
flow as much as 97%.” The re-
searchers also said that many
canals dug for recreational pur-
poses have been closed due to
health hazards from the sub-
mersed aquatics.

Know Your Species

COCKLEBUR

(Xanthium pensylvanicum)

Cocklebur grows from southern Canada throughout the United
States to Mexico, being very common in the Mississippi Valley. This
pesky species is known for its sticky burs and is sometimes called
clotbur, sheepbur, button bur, ditch bur, hedgehog burweed, or sea
burdock. It is found in ditches, along fencerows and roadsides, in
abandoned or poor pastureland, and in lowlands.

Cocklebur is an annual, hairy-stemmed, bushy plant. It is pale
green and reproduces only by seeds,

Its generously branched taproot is stout, woody, and penetrates
deeply in the soil. Stems (1) grow erect from two to five feet tall.
They are ridged, rough, hairy, and often have distinct red spots.
Stems are branched and give the plant a bushy appearance.

Leaves are either toothed or lobed, and they branch alternately
from the stem. Leaf size varies from one to three inches wide and
two to five inches long. The upper surface is dark- or yellowish-
green, and the lower surface is pale green. Both surfaces are very
rough.

Seeds (2) are produced in pairs within a burry pod. At maturity
secd burs (3) are hard, woody, and covered with hooked prickles
and are from Y; to one inch long.

Seeds are %2 inch long, dark brown, rather flat and slender,
and have pointed tips. Usually only one of the seeds in each bur
germinates during the first year, and seeds may remain in burs for
several years before germinating. Burs easily stick to fur and human
clothing and ‘‘hitchhike'' sometimes great distances before they
drop.

Seedlings (4) are very poisonous to livestock if eaten. Young
plants are most dangerous just after seeds germinate. Hogs are
extremely susceptible to the poisonous seedlings, and sheep, cattle,
horses, and chickens have been poisoned. The poison (xanthostru-
marin) decreases as the plant grows.

Cocklebur is difficult to control in floodplains, but applications
of either Y% to 3 Ib. 2,4-D ester or 2 to 1 |Ib. amine per acre
will give control.

Prepared in cooperation with Crops Research Division, Agricultural Reseorch Service,
United States Department of Agriculture, Beltsville, Maryland.

(DRAWING FROM UNIVERSITY OF ARIZONA AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION CIRCULAR 265, TUCSON)

WEEDS TREES AND TURF, January, 1966



