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BY TOM MASCARO, President, West Point Products Company

Problems caused by the misuse of turf chemicals and what to do about them

Weed Killer Damage

Although all good weed control chemicals carry

detailed instructions regarding rates of application,
etc., it still requires the ultimate user to use good
judgment and common sense regarding how and
when they are applied.

In this case (and one that occurs quite often)
the material was carefully applied on the road
shoulder between the road and the lawn. It was
heavily infested with weeds. Unfortunately, a
heavy downpour immediately following applica-
tion of the chemical washed the materials down
into the turf. As advertised the chemical did a
good job of eradication on the weeds—and the
lawn.

Fuel Oil Damage

Turfgrasses around fuel oil intakes on lawns
are often subjected to this type of damage. When
fuel oil is spilled on turf, it kills the plant. If
enough is spilled to soak into the soil, it renders
the soil useless for plant growth. The fuel oil
cannot be leached out of the soil, and will remain
in it for extremely long periods.

The only solution is to dig the soil out and re-
place it with new soil. Depth of the soil removed
should be well below the layer that is saturated.
If this is not done, grass plants in the new soil may
germinate and grow but may die later on when
the roots reach the fuel-oil-saturated soil below.

Loose stone, sand, or any porous material can
be used around the intake pipe to catch drippings
from the delivery hose. A circle 8 to 12 inches
in diameter is sufficient.

If the problem occurs again, the best solution
would be to change fuel oil dealers!

(Two more photo pointers on page 20)
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