Future Market Potential for Sod Growers
Highlights U. of Md. Meeting Last Month

Sod grass is big business in
Maryland and it is a growing
business, but it is not a business
for everyone, Brian Finger,
Montgomery County Extension
Agent, cautioned last month. He
reported that there are now
some 250 Maryland farms that
offer cultivated sod for sale.

Speaking to an overflow crowd
in the University of Maryland
Center of Adult Education, dur-
ing the March 2nd Maryland Sod
Producers Conference, Finger
said an acre of high-quality cul-
tivated sod can be marketed for
nearly $3,000, but this is by no
means all profit. To begin with,
the high cost of land in the
metropolitan areas is a limiting
factor, but even if land is avail-
able, the cash outlay to establish
sod is considerable.

He considers the outlook for
sod farming in the metropolitan
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Washington, D.C., area as bright,
but reminded landowners that
capital needs can be quite high.
He listed expenses of nearly
$1,000 per acre (not including
labor and land costs) before
quality sod is ready for market.

Potential Outlined

But the market is growing,
Finger forecast. Single-family-
type dwellings are being built at
the rate of 17,000 a year and
apartments are going up at the
rate of 30,000 units yearly. In
Montgomery County alone, he
said, it is expected that 40 new
schools will be built in the next
20 years; the totals for Prince
Georges County may be even
higher, and along with most of
the new schools go athletic
fields. New communities, indus-
trial installations and govern-
ment agencies are moving to the

suburbs, and parks and golf clubs
are coming into being. All these
are potential sod customers, he
observed. Maryland’s 7,000 acres
now in commercial sod produc-
tion will have to increase to meet
the demand.

Following up the idea of high-
quality sod, Joseph Newcomer,
University of Maryland Exten-
sion agronomist, reported many
of the states bordering Maryland
have already enacted sod laws.
He said the FreeState emphasis
will be on a sod certification
program.

Programs under consideration
provide that certified sod will
be grown from certified seed on
a field that has been approved
before planting and the sod will
have to be inspected before it is
sold. According to Newcomer,
Maryland “Approved” sod will
not have to be grown from certi-
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DIALOAM

At last here's a soil conditioner/mulch/top
dressing that ends turf moisture problems.
Won't cake, won't leach away. DIALOAM is a
granulated, diatomaceous earth composed of
millions of microscopic water-life plants and
fossils. DIALOAM absorbs up to 150% of its
weight in water. Moisture release is gradual,
just right for healthy grass . . . a lifesaver in dry
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giving it a porous, loamy texture that leads to
strong, healthy turf. Try DIALOAM on your turf
this year! Write for more information.
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fied seed, but to be classified as
such it will have to be grown
from seed approved by the State
Board of Agriculture inspectors.

He said he believes this pro-
gram will assure Maryland pro-
ducers a fair market for their
crop and users will be assured of
getting a quality product.

M. Hanford Day, head of
Maryland’s State Board of Agri-
culture seed testing laboratory,
urged all sod growers to insist on
certified seed, but to also read
the label to make sure the seed
meets the individual standards
set by the user. “You should
have some minimum specifica-
tions, and you should have them
Written down,” he advised. If
‘seed is bought on specification,
Day added, payment can be made
after a laboratory test shows the
seed to be as advertised.

Edward F. Mayne, owner of
Mayne Realty Co., Olney, Md.,
urged the group to adopt a uni-
form contract for sod sales. He
said such a contract should in-
clude a description and location
of the sod, the price, terms of

payment, and the time of re-
moval of the sod. This type of
contract, he added, protects both
the producer and user of sod.

The conference was sponsored
by the University of Maryland
Department of Agronomy and
the Cooperative Extension Serv-
ice. Program coordinators were
Brian Finger and Dr. Elwyn
Deal, turf specialist at the Uni-
versity.

18-Month Turfgrass Course
Begins at MSU in September

A new course, combining four
quarters of classroom study and
several months of on-the-job
training, will provide individuals
interested in turf management
with technical knowledge and
practical skill to more easily step
into this fast-expanding industry.

Beginning Sept. 29 at Michigan
State University, East Lansing,
students will study basic plant
science, biochemistry, turfgrass
uses, maintenance, and writing
and speaking. The second quar-
ter includes plant diseases, prin-
ciples of turf culture, applied

entomology, landscape drafting,
and other subjects.

Two quarters of on-the-job
training will extend from March
20, 1967, to September 28, 1967.
This will be followed by two
more quarters of classroom work
to graduation time in March,
1968. To graduate, a student is
required to accumulate 65 cred-
its for on-campus study with a
“C” average, and 10 credits of
placement training.

Admission to this school re-
quires a student be a high school
graduate. Graduates of the
course will be provided place-
ment service.

Members of the turfgrass in-
dustry, associated with public
parks, golf courses, highway
landscaping, sod farming, ath-
letic fields, and estates, will offer
opportunities for on-the-job
training.

For complete information, in-
cluding cost, room and board,
interested readers should write
to the Short Course Department,
Michigan State University, East
Lansing, Mich.
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CROWNVETCH

Controls Erosion and
Greatly Enhances Hillside Beauty

ZERO MAINTENANCE!
NO MOWING!
NO WEEDING!

Our seed meets state highway depart-
ment specifications. Packed in 10-pound
sealed, poly bags.

Write for Price Information

and Attractive Brochure

STANFORD SEED CO.

P. O. Box 230 Plymouth Meeting, Pa. 19462

215-825-1240

or

P. O. Box 366 Buffalo, N. Y. 14240

716-825-3300

Changing
Your Address?

If so, notify our circulation de-
partment right away to be cer-
tain the magazine reaches you
at your new location. The Post
Office won't forward your cop-
ies. So when you write us, make
it at least three weeks in ad-
vance of your moving date, and
include your old address, as
well as the new one. We'll see
you don’t miss a single issue.

Send old and new address in-
formation to:

WEEDS TREES AND TURF magazine

Circulation Department
Room 802

1900 Euclid Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44115
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