
SOD INDUSTRY SECTION 

Current Trends in Sod Production 
AMERICA'S cultivated sod in-

dustry has seen at least two 
milestones which have been ma-
jor stimulants to its growth. The 
development of the powered sod 
cutters in the late 40's and the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n of Merion b lue -
grass in the early 50's contrib-
uted tremendously to the expan-
sion of sod growing. Staying 
ahead of today's business may 
help to develop other milestones 
and to correctly evaluate pro-
posed changes as steps forward 
or backward. 

While such changes in the past 
have arisen without p r e s s u r e 
from our i n d u s t r y , more and 
more such changes should be in-
dustry s t i m u l a t e d . C o n s t a n t 
evaluation of growing and han-
dling techniques should reveal 
many places for improvement. 
With the size the industry is 
achieving, we should be increas-
ingly successful in encouraging 
equipment manufacturers to de-
velop m a c h i n e r y designed for 
our needs. 

The l a b o r - c o n s u m i n g job of 
rolling sod seems to be coming 
closer to a solution. The entire 

By BEN WARREN 
Warren's Turf Nursery, Palos Park, Illinois 

Progressive sod producers like Ben Warren (center) perform extensive research on their sod 
farms. The structure above enables Warren personnel to test new shade-growing Kentucky 
bluegrass under various sunlight intensities. Looking on above are Robert Warren (right) and 
marketing advisor W. P. Pettit. Building is in Palos Park, Illinois. 

WTT's Sod Industry Section to Be Monthly Feature 

HERE IS the first of a new monthly fea-
ture of Weeds Trees and Turf devoted 

exclusively to production and marketing of 
cultivated turfgrass sod in America. 

This section is being initiated because of 
the growing importance of sod farming, and 
because there is presently no regular cover-
age of problems unique to sod growers avail-
able in other media. 

While the section w i l l be of p a r t i c u l a r 
value and interest to sod growers themselves, 
other WTT readers will also find these ar-
ticles helpful. Those who sell or install sod, 
those who are called on to treat lawns grown 
from sod, and those who buy sod for installa-
tion will find the articles in SIS of note. 

Many months in preparation, SIS is the 
result of extensive surveys of state agricul-
tural departments and turf a g r o n o m i s t s , 
trade associations, turfgrass producers, and 
others. During the months when data on sod 

production were being gathered by WTTs 
market research staff, other personnel were 
assembling comprehensive articles from some 
of the best minds in the industry today. 

In the coming months, this section will deal 
in detail with such topics as new methods of 
harvesting sod; advantages of automatic irri-
gation; new concepts of transporting sod 
from farm to market; labor management on 
the sod farm; and other such subjects. 

In addition to these feature articles, SIS 
will contain a number of news and product 
stories, along with advertising pertaining 
specifically to sod production. 

The editors feel this new portion of WTT 
is a necessary addition because of editorial 
policies, which have dictated that WTT be-
come the single authoritative national month-
ly covering all three phases of nonfarm vege-
tation maintenance and control. 



operation of moving the prod-
ucts from the field to the con-
sumer's location should undergo 
many changes. The patent office 
has issued s e v e r a l p a t e n t s on 
machines for forming sod into 
rolls in the past several years, 
and it would seem that in the 
near future a reliable machine 
should be on the market. How-
ever, there seems to be a rising 
interest in the North in handling 
sod flat, as has been the southern 
practice. There has been some 
work done by individual grow-
ers in flat handling and mechan-
ical placement of sod on pallets. 
Palletizing and mechanical load-
ing and unloading of deliveries 
is a minor factor in the industry 
today and will be subject to 
much serious appraisal. 

One-Crop Ac reage 

Most of the new acreage in sod 
p r o d u c t i o n has been a "one-
crop" endeavor. In the North, 
much of this has been devoted 
to Merion bluegrass. Considera-
tion for the future indicates an 
investigation of diversification. 
Merion is an e x c e l l e n t g r a s s 

Demonstration beds like these, on view at Warren's Palos Park (III.) farms, let customers see 
the exact type of sod which they will purchase from this major turfgrass producer. Customers for 
cultivated sod may be landscapers, nurserymen, golf course superintendents, highway landscape 
maintenance supervisors, or those who retail to homeowners. Characteristic of the phenomenal 
growth of the sod production business is the adoption of modern marketing techniques such as 
these demonstration plots. Warren's Turf Nursery also carries out experimentation to develop 
techniques to solve the many problems in harvesting, storage, and transportation of sod. 

The Finest Sod Must Begin 
With The Finest Seed . . . 

ASGROW SPECIALIZES IN SEED FOR SOD GROWERS 

1. CERTIFIED BLUE TAG 
MERION KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS 

Guaranteed free from Poa annua 
a n d B e n t g r a s s . ( S p e c i a l lots 
cleared for planting of certified 
sod for New Jersey Sod Growers 
Association.) 

2 . TOP QUALITY NO. 1 GRADE 
MERION KENTUCKY BLUEGRASS 

Also guaranteed free from 
Poa annua and Bentgrass. 

3 . COMPLETE LINE OF 
FINE TURFGRASSES 
• Pennlawn Red Fescue 
• Chewings Fescue 
• Kentucky Bluegrass 
• Certified Penncross 

Bentgrass 
• Certified Seaside 

Bentgrass 
• Certified Astoria 

Bentgrass 
PLUS OTHER FINE TURFGRASSES 

Asgrow Seed Company 
Milford, Conn. 



possibility of licensing or fran-
chising a r r a n g e m e n t s which 
could be part of a varietal re-
lease. 

Arrangements of this kind are 
common in other industries and 
should find ready acceptance 
among sod growers. The advan-
tages are two-fold. Enabling the 
developer to maintain exclusive 
rights to a variety follows the 
p h i l o s o p h y of our patent laws 
and e n c o u r a g e s investment in 
this kind of progress. And the 
growers should benefit by avoid-
ing over-production. 

Active promotional programs 
directed towards increasing vol-
ume through advertising, public 
relations, and sales effort is ex-
panding in the industry and in a 
few years should become a uni-
versal practice. 

D e v e l o p m e n t s such as these 
should see the production more 
and more in the hands of well-
rounded turf nurseries produc-
ing a complete line of grass for 
all purposes and less growing of 
sod by farmers who shift from 
crop to crop depending on varia-
tions in the markets. 

MOCK.. Specialist in 
GRASS SEED 

To The Sod Grower 
Merion Bluegrass, other Bluegrass, Fescues ,— 
no matter what your requirements, Mock Seed 
Company has select lots of extra quality grass 
seed. More than ten years ago, when the in-
fant sod industry was demanding seed free of 
bentgrass, poa annua, timothy, and other 
pesky crop grasses, Mock was able to supply. 
And we still a re , despite the fact that the in-
dustry has become a lusty, vigorous man. 
Wri te , or phone collect for latest quotations on 
identical lots of Mock's Seed for Sod. 

MOCK SEED COMPANY 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 15230 

Area Code 412, phone 281-3193 

Foundation beds of named strains of creeping bent, maintained to retain varietal trueness, 
are typical of the advanced technology found on America's professionally managed cultivated 
turfgrass sod farms. 

when used in the proper envi-
ronment, but there are many 
areas in which it will not per-
form satisfactorily. 

L o c a t i o n s such as highway 
rights-of-way, shaded lawns, and 
athletic fields are illustrations 
of areas poorly or questionably 
served by Merion. Evaluation of 
turf species available now and 
their adaption to these uses re-
veals opportunity to diversify. 
The breeding and selection work 

underway in the country should 
broaden the possibilities of bet-
ter serving many of these new 
requirements. 

This development work is be-
ing done by both industry- and 
tax-supported p r o g r a m s . New 
releases from the former will 
most likely be accompanied by 
efforts to retain a degree of con-
trol, since the cost of develop-
ment is substantial. Plans for 
the future should include the 

Reprinted to 
Meet Demand 

W e e d s Trees and 
Turf's w i d e l y h a i l e d 
series of articles on 
aquatic weed control 
covers species identi-
f ication, chemicals for 
control, methods and 
equipment for appli-
cation. N o w a v a i l -
able in a single 16-
p a g e illustrated re-
print for handy refer-
ence! 
PRICES: 1-10, $1.00 each; 
11-25, 90tf each; 26-50, 
80tf e a c h ; 5 1 - 2 5 0 , 7 5 t f 
each; 251-500, 60tf each; 
501 and over, 50tf each; 
postage p r e p a i d in the 
United States only. 

WEEDS TREES AND TURF 
1900 Euclid Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44115 

Send me copies of your aquatic reprint at 
$ each. My check for is enclosed. 

Name 

Address 

City State Zip 


