
Know Your Species 

Spanish Needles 
(Bielens bipinnoto) 

Spanish needles is an annual which reproduces by seeds (1). 
This weed is found in open woods, waste places, in gardens, fence 
rows, and grain stubble fields. It is a very troublesome weed in 
the South. 

There are several other species of the genus Bidens which may 
be confusing. They are all generally known as stick-tights, beggar 
ticks, bur-marigolds, etc., because the matured seed heads and 
seeds will stick to fur or clothing. B. bipinnata has deeply lobed 
bi-pinnate leaves. Many other species have simple, deeply lobed 
leaves. For reference other species are: B. frondosa, beggar-ticks; 
B. cernus, stick-tights; B. polylepis, beggar-ticks; B. vulgata, tall beg-
g a r - t i c k s ; B . connata; a n d B . comosa. 

Stems (2) of Spanish needles are erect and smooth. The plant 
branches in upper portions. Stems are a rather drab green. 

Leaves have petioles that are borne opposite on the stem. Bi-
pinnate leaves have leaflets which are also deeply lobed. An 
example of a singly pinnate leaf is black locust with its many oval 
leaflets. 

Spanish needles has a composite flower head (3) of many tiny 
disc flowers around which are a row of yellow petal-like ray 
flowers. Ray flowers take no part in seed production. Spanish 
needles is in the family Compositae along with daisies and asters. 

Seeds are produced beneath the disc flowers after poll ination. 
At maturity the seed head is a mass of sharp, pointed spines, ready 
to attach to anything which passes by. Each V2 inch long seed 
has 3-4 stiff spines (4). Other species of Bidens may have 2 to 4 
spines on each seed. 

Spanish needles is susceptible to 2,4-D, 2,4,5-T and silvex as 
well as nonselective herbicides more likely to be used where this 
weed is found. 
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P T O ' s 1 0 0 - g a l . t a n k is made f rom Glas-
Stran, a new F. E. Myers deve lopment . Three 
p u m p sizes are a v a i l a b l e fo r the new PTO 
un i t . 

Myers Has New 'PTO' 
Sprayer: 100-Gal. Tank 

A new tractor-mounted, three-
point hitch, "PTO" sprayer with 
a 100-gal. corrosion-proof spray 
tank has been developed by The 
F. E. Myers and Bro. Co. 

Available with choices of 12, 
6, or 3 gpm " D u - A l l " spray 
pumps, it is designed for a vari-
ety of vegetation maintenance 
applications. 

According to company spokes-
men, GlasStran won't rust or 
corrode, and is not affected by 
weather or modern spray chem-
icals. It weighs less than steel, 
thus there is less ground com-
paction and lower tractor fuel 
consumption. 

For more information write 
The F. E. Myers & Bro. Co., 400 
Orange St., Ashland, Ohio 44805. 

K e l w a y S o i l T e s t e r M o d e l B - 3 measures 
the ac id i t y of soils in f i e l d or laboratory . The 
3 by 7 in. , 8 oz. , f u l l y gua ran teed unit uses 
no chemicals or reagents. W h e n inserted in 
soil a r ead ing appears w i t h i n a minute. Kel 
Instruments Co., Inc., P. O . Box 446, New 
Brunswick, N . J. 08903 can furnish more 
i n fo rma t i on . 


