
Chipping machine installed on service truck makes excellent mulch and compost. 

Making Money with Waste Brush 

ONE OF THE most effective 
ways of waste brush dispos-

al on right of way or land clear-
ing throughout the State of New 
York is by burning. This is ac-
complished by piling the brush 
with a bulldozer, where possible, 
over used tires which are soaked 
with diesel oil. Once ignited, the 
bulldozer must continue to pile 
brush and pack the fire in order 
to keep it burning. 

In m a n y i n s t a n c e s w h e r e 
clearing is contiguous to a popu-
lated area and where smoke con-
trol becomes a problem, contrac-
tors find that the use of a fire 
fan becomes the most effective 
method of brush and tree dis-
posal. There are two major types 
of fire fans on the market which 
have been used s u c c e s s f u l l y 
throughout the State. One is a 
simple g a s o l i n e p o w e r e d fan 
which merely fans the fire. The 
second is a fan with a diesel oil 
spray attachment. This type of 
fan spreads a regulated amount 
of diesel oil on the fire as it fans 
it. In dealing with heavy brush, 
especially evergreen, this type of 
fan is almost a must. 

Another effective method of 
brush removal is by the use of 
a tripol boom m o u n t e d on a 
winch truck. By piling the brush 
across the extended winch cable 
it is possible to double load ca-
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pacity. This is done by squeez-
ing the brush together with the 
power of the winch. This type 
of operation is most effective on 
short hauls where dumping is no 
problem to the contractor. 
Chips Are Valuable By-product 

Where there is a heavy con-
centration of brush, your waste 
could became a valuable asset as 
chips. By use of a brush chipper 
your brush, properly chipped, 
makes excellent mulch and com-
post for orchards, v e g e t a b l e s , 
berries, and flowers. Absorbent 
wood chips will carry plant nu-
trients to cropland, s u p p l y i n g 
crops with a source of humus 
that lasts. Rather than dispose 

By-products made from t r i m m e d 
brush can be sold to nurserymen, 
farmers and h o r t i c u l t u r i s t s . Brush, 
properly chipped, can be used as 
bedding for livestock or mulch for 
berries and flowers. Organic content 
of soil is increased if brush chippings 
are added with nitrogen fertilizers. 

of waste chips in a dumping 
area, the contractor may do well 
to check with local farmers, 
nu r se rymen , and the like to 
market these otherwise waste 
products. 

Cow comfort has long been 
recognized as a leading requisite 
for the housing of dairy cattle. 
While research is still being done 
on the comforts cows prefer, the 
presence of adequate bedding is 
well accepted as necessary. If 
straw is scarce in a particular 
area, use of sawdust chippings 
and wood chips have been found 
to be effective supplements to 
the bedding supply. In many 
s t a t e s , such as M a i n e , New 
Hampshire, Vermont, and north-
ern New York, sawdust and chip-
pings have been the only bed-
ding (except poor quality hay) 
for years. 

Wood chips make good litter 
in broiler houses. They absorb 
well, give good footing, and are 
coarse enough not to pack. In 
the broiler areas of Maine, the 
contractor will find a ready out-
let for his chipped waste prod-
ucts. In addition to l ivestock 
bedding, wood chips can be used 
by the farmer to add to soil or-
ganic m a t t e r . In Minnesota , 
wood chips added to the soil 
along with 60 pounds of nitrogen 
produced a 363 bushel yield crop, 



118 bushels more than in past 
years. 

The n u r s e r y m a n w i l l f i n d 
chipped wood very effective in 
providing him with a protective 
moisture cover against summer 
dry spells or w i n t e r d r y i n g . 
Wood chips keep moisture in and 
weeds out. Many con t rac to r s 
feel that even with stockpiling 
wood chips for e v e n t u a l sale, 
money could be saved by the use 
of a brush chipper. Use of a 
brush chipper e l i m i n a t e s the 
ever-present fire hazards, open 
burning, and the accompanying 
annoying smoke and ashes. The 
danger of accidental or mischie-
vous fires is e f f e c t i v e l y mini-
mized when brush is reduced to 
chips and quickly removed. The 
disposal problem itself is done 
in less time and at less cost than 
hauling and burning. No time is 
lost loading and unloading brush 
to and f r o m h a u l i n g - a w a y 
trucks, thus the contractor is 
able to dispose of greater quan-
tities of brush with fewer trips 
to the dump site. 

Another asset of chipping is 
that normally less manpower is 
required. One man will be able 
to convert a truckload of brush 
into a small pile of chips in a 
fraction of the time it would take 
to load the truck. Bulky brush 
is actually reduced to as little as 
l/15th its original volume, con-
densing up to 15 truckloads of 
brush to a single truckload of 
chips. 

Brush chips are also useful to 
help solve erosion problems on 
slopes. The State of Massachu-
setts has been e x p e r i m e n t i n g 
with chips as a seeding mulch 
along their p u b l i c h i g h w a y s . 
Chips are used in place of hay 
or straw and being heavier than 
the hay or straw, leave less of a 
chance of blowaway or erosion. 

Lately there has been a big de-
mand by nurserymen for wood 
chips as a mulch for their trans-
plants. They have found that 
using the chips as a mulch is 
very effective in their transplant 
operation. Again the principle 
of keeping moisture in and heat 
out has been applied for this 
type of operation and the result 
is far superior and less expen-
sive than other types of mulch 
formerly used. 

Take a good look at the Fitchburg 
feed plate. It's pa tented-no other 
chipper has this feature. Because the 
feed plate is spring-activated, it 
"gives" and automatically adjusts to 
size of wood, up to the machine's rated 
capacity. Result: No sudden shocks to 
rotor assembly, engine can be run on lower 
r.p.m., chipping is smoother, quieter and faster. 
No hard-to-control fly wheel. The spring-activated feed plate makes a fly 
wheel unnecessary. No waiting for fly wheel to speed up, no worries about 
safety, bearing troubles, or clutch strain. Compare the ease and efficiency 
of a Fitchburg with any other chipper! 
ALSO COMPARE THESE OTHER FITCHBURG FEATURES: 

• RUGGED CONSTRUCTION, PRECISION-ENGINEERING. Bearing seats 
are precision-bored in heavy duty, trouble-free bearing holders. 

• SAFETY STOP SWITCH (standard equipment). Stops all moving parts 
within seconds — gives your crews greater protection. 

• LARGE, HINGED, WAIST-HIGH FEED APRON. Protects operator from 
cutters, feed apron can be closed when chipper is not in use, saves 
space in storage. 

• SOLENOID SWITCH (optional equipment). Motor can be idled between 
feedings. Saves fuel and engine wear. 

• PATENTED QUICK-OPENING 2-WAY CHUTE.* Operator directs chip 
flow, front or side with flick of wrist. Easy access to steel alloy blades. 

FREE —Get full facts about Fitchburg Chippers. Write to the Fitchburg 
Engineering Corporation, Dept. WTT-58, Fitchburg, Mass. 

'Opt ional Equipment 


