Cite Increasing Tree Service
Sales as Arborists Gather for
Annval Winter Meeting in Fla.

For eight of the past 10 years,
average annual increase of tree
service sales by members of the
National Arborists Association
has paralleled growth of such
things as the U.S. mean national
income, number of households in
the country, and construction
value of new dwelling units, a
marketing expert told delegates
to the 13th Midwinter Meeting
of the NAA in Ft. Lauderdale,
Fla., Jan. 13-14.

Assembled at the resort town’s
Galt Ocean Mile Hotel, arborists
heard New York City business
consultant Ralph Head detail
the rate of growth, and future
potential, which has character-
ized the tree industry in recent
years.

While the growth rate in the
last two years has fallen slightly
off among NAA members, it is
felt that future sales increases
will offset this pattern, especial-
ly in light of an aggressive ad-
vertising campaign which the
NAA is expected to approve
shortly.

Head recommended arborists
develop more aggressive adver-
tising and sales promotion, and
Dr. Paul E. Tilford, NAA Execu-
tive Secretary, reported his
group is devising a plan which
will furnish members with ad-
vertising mats for local newspa-
pers, and is considering a limited
advertising program in national
magazines to promote the asso-
ciation emblem, which desig-
nates a firm “member of the Na-
tional Arborists Association.”

In other membership surveys,
Dr. Tilford reported that most
NAA firms offer fringe benefits
for employees, sometimes run-
ning into an expense as high as
70-75 cents an hour. It was rec-
ommended that managers make
employees aware that this high
expense should be considered a
part of the worker’s total income.

Increasing use of different
makes of aerial lifts and cranes
used in tree work, particularly
in line clearance, take-downs,
and in planting trees in difficult
locations, has prompted the
NAA safety committee, chaired
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New directors for southern weedmen. Here is the new executive committee which will
guide the Southern Weed Conference through the coming year. Left to right, front row: Dr. Dale
Wolf, duPont; Dr. R. E. Frans, new prexy, Univ. of Ark.; R. F. Richards, Geigy; Henry Andrews,
Univ. of Tenn.; back row: James Taylor, Thompson-Hayward; Dr. E. H. Funderburk, Jr., Auburn
Univ.; Dr. J. R. Orsenigo, Everglades (Fla.) Experiment Station; Jesse Harris, Niagara Chemical;
and Dr. Don E. Davis, also of Auburn.

Dixie Weed Problems Topic for
Record 700 at Southern Conclave

A record attendance in excess
of 700 delegates at the annual
Southern Weed Conference was
justified by a program of variety
and timeliness, and a special ori-
entation to problems of weed
control peculiar to the South.

Meeting at the Hotel Heidel-
berg in Jackson, Miss., Jan. 15-
17, the assembled weedmen had
as their 1964 theme “weed con-
trol in cotton.” While much of
the program was strictly agri-
cultural in nature, there were
many papers of interest to those
involved in nonfarm weed con-
trol on rights-of-way and in turf.

One of the keynote speakers,
Denis Hayley, described at the
outset how pesticides, particu-

by Edward C. Shearer of Far-
rens Tree Surgeons, Jackson-
ville, Fla.,, to develop a “safe
practices code” for using these
devices. Shearer will present
these practices to NAA members
at their next meeting.

NAA holds two meetings an-
nually, and the next gathering
will take place during the Inter-
national Shade Tree Conference
set for Aug. 16-21 in Houston,
Tex.
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larly herbicides, have come to
play so important a part in
American life, and how the pub-
lic is misguided by many figures
who voice concern over chem-
ical weed and pest control. Hay-
ley is Director of Information
for the National Agricultural
Chemicals Association of Wash-
ington, D.C.

Said Hayley: ‘“The Public
Health Service credits pesticides
with saving the lives of 5 million
people and preventing 100 mil-
lion illnesses each year.”

Furthermore, the NACA
spokesman continued, FDA sam-
plings of total diets of the U. S.
populace show without doubt
that the food consumed by
American families is completely
safe and is not being poisoned
by pesticides.

Brush Control at TVA

Among the papers on nonfarm
subjects of interest to urban/in-
dustrial vegetation management
personnel was a paper jointly
prepared by John R. Aldred and
R. A. Mann of the Tennessee
Valley Authority in Knoxville,
Tenn. The TVA officials de-
scribed methods their agency
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employs for brush control on
transmission line rights-of-way.

Basal or dormant treatment
was adopted by TVA for brush
control in 1954 after several
years of research work.

Dormant treatment is wused
primarily to eradicate resistant
species after one or two foliage
applications. “The results are
highly satisfactory when applied
at any time of the year,” the
Tennesseeans disclosed. “With
due caution, this method vir-
tually eliminates the possibility
of crop damage.”

A mixture of 3% esters, con-
taining 4 lbs. of acid per gallon,
and 97% diesel oil is applied to
the brush about 4 inches above
the ground line permitting the
mixture to run down and thor-
ougly wet the root collar. Also,
the scientists said, any exposed
roots should be wet.

This method is effective on re-
sistant species, such as ash,
maple, and elm. When conifers
appear in the course of dormant
treatment, it is best to wet the
entire plant.

The method described by the
TVA duo will not effectively
eliminate lateral sprouters, such
as sumac, locust, and sassafras.

Substituted Urea Usage

In another brush control pre-
sentation, Texas A&M College
researcher Dr. G. O. Hoffman
explained his studies on the ef-
fectiveness of substituted urea
herbicides.

Both powder and pellets of
fenuron, monuron, Urab, and
Urox were tested. It was con-
cluded that fenuron pellets, ap-
plied at 1 tablespoonful of pel-
lets per square yard, effectively
controlled such woody plants as
post oak, elm, pine, slat cedar,
sweet gum, hickory, hackberry,
and others.

Hoffman reported that mon-
uron and Urox pellets work
satisfactorily on mesquite and
huisache, but they produced con-
siderable soil sterilization and
the material needed constant
agitation to remain in suspen-
sion.

Reviewing the Arsenicals

A second look at arsenical
compounds, which, while highly
effective, are often subject to
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abuse by the public, was offered
by researcher P. J. Ehman of
The Ansul Company, Marinette,
Wis.

Dr. Ehman, who heads the
Wisconsin firm’s research de-
partment, presented a number of
tabulations and test results to
show that pentavalent organic
arsenicals used as herbicides
have a very limited toxicity and
are not harmful when used prop-
erly.

He also pointed out the differ-
ence between organic arsenicals
(in general, less toxic to man)
which are showing promise as
herbicides and the inorganic ar-
senicals, which are considerably
more toxic.

Dr. Ehman observed that evi-
dence is being developed which
shows that specific arsenicals in
low dosages are nonaccumulat-
ing in animals similar to man in
arsenical metabolism.

Alabama Turf Tests

In the sections devoted to
weed control in turf, a highlight
was the paper presented by R.
W. Couch, a graduate student in
botany at Auburn University in
Auburn, Ala.

Couch’s studies have shown
that there is no injury to Ber-
mudagrass from 24-D used at 2
lbs. per acre, or 4 lbs. per acre of
silvex, DMA, or monoammo-
nium methanearsonate.

Both 2,4-D and silvex gave ex-
cellent control of catsear, with
24-D causing more rapid Kkill.
These two were also effective
against yellow woodsorrel and
cudweed, but not against carpet-
grass and dallisgrass.

Delegates found time to elect
officers for the coming year and
to agree on meeting dates for
1965. In charge until the next
conference is Dr. R. E. Frans, an
agronomist from the University
of Arkansas, who was elected
president replacing R. F. Rich-
ards of Geigy Chemical Corp.,
Ardsley, N.Y. Dr. Dale Wolf of
duPont was chosen vice presi-
dent, and the new secretary-
treasurer is Henry Andrews, a
researcher from the University
of Tennessee.

The 1965 Southern Weed Con-

ference will be held Jan. 19-21
in Dallas, Texas.
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Classifieds

When answering ads where box number only
is given, please address as follows: Box num-
ber, c/o Weeds and Turf, 1900 Euclid Avenue,
Cleveland, Ohio 44115.

Rates: “‘Position Wanted" S5c per word,
minimum $2.00. All other classifications, 10¢
per word, minimum $2.00. All classified ads
must be received by Publisher the 10th of the
month preceding publication date and be ac-
companied by cash or money order covering
full payment.

HELP WANTED

OUR COMPANY is now operating in ter-
mite and pest control. We wish to
expand into weed control, turf main-
tenance, tree care, etc. If you qualify
to form and manage this new de-
partment, kindly give education de-
tails, experience, reference and per-
sonal data. Write Box 512, Haver-
town, Pa.
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